Chinoy woman trader abducted by Abu Заууа in Sulu 


GMA on popularity dip: 
We bear our own crosses 
By Carlito Pablo and Christine Avendaño 


IN KEEPING with Holy Week tradition, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
issued a Palm Sunday message that 
spoke of the need for everyone to bear 

the cross of insult and ridicule 
But because of her lowest-ever popu- 
larity ratings—an apparent result of her 
allout support for the US-led war in 
GMA/AIB 
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Canada scientists crack 
genetic code of virus 


HONG KONG—A laboratory in Canada, the country hardest hit by the 
SARS killer pneumonia outside Asia, has cracked the genetic code of 
the virus that has so far killed 130 people and infected more than 


3,200 in more than 30 countries. 


Gov’t to foot 
medical bills 
of patients 


THE GOVERNMENT will shoulder the 
medical expenses of Filipinos with prob- 
able cases of Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome as part of its efforts to isolate 
and contain the killer pneumonia, Mala- 
caflang said yesterday. 

"Patients will be brought directly to 
the RITM [Regional Institute for Tropical 
Medicine] ог the San Lazaro Hospital, 
and [their medical expenses] wil be 
funded by the government,” presidential 
spokesperson Ignacio Bunye said over 
radio station d2MM. 

He was referring to the PLS-billion 
SARS contingency fund that was earlier 
set aside by President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Bunye also said preparations were in 

ce for the expected influx of vacation- 
ing Filipina workers, who are mostly 
Catholics, from Hong Kong this Holy 
Week. The former British colony has 
been severely affected by SARS, account- 
ing for 1,109 of over3,242 cases in about. 
30 countries and resulting in 40 deaths, 
‘according to World Health Organization 
officials (See figures on Page A18) 

Airline passengers departing from 


‘вотума 


As new deaths from Severe Acute Res- 
piratory Syndrome (SARS) were report 
ed їп Canada, Hong Kong, China and 
Vietnam over the weekend, scientists at 
the Genome Sciences Center in Vancou 
ver on Saturday said they had made 
progress toward developing a diagnostic 
Test—and perhaps ultimately acure—for 
the fu-like illness. 

Officials yesterday said five more peo- 
ple had died of SARS in Hong Kong, 
pushing the territory’ total death toll to 
40. There were 42 new cases of SARS re 
ported in Hong Kong on Sunday, bring- 
ing the total infections to 1,150. But off- 
cials said 223 patients had recovered and 
had been discharged from hospitals. 

China remains the hardest hit with 60 
dead, and Canada with 13. Singapore 
has reported nine deaths; Viemam, five; 
Thailand, two, and Malaysia, one. 

Possible new cases of the illness were 
identified over the weekend in several 
other countries, including Canada, Sin- 
gapore and Мей Zealand, which report 
ds first suspected SARS case, 

Scientists around the world have been 
racing against the clock to identify the 
virus and find a cure for the disease that 
has baffled doctors because SARS symp- 
toms are so unusual and the death rate 
relatively high. 

Patients often started out with a high 
fever and dry cough. These fu-like 
symptoms were followed by pneumonia 
that prevented patients from breathing 
and, in the worst cases, caused their 
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JOSE Magtangol Manalili, a cancer survivor, gets his 
dream of “priesthood” during the Palm Sunday Mass 
at the Edsa Shrine with Bishop Socrates Villegas. 
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Boy with cancer gets 
wish to become ‘priest’ 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THE EDSA Shrine, a homage to 
People Power I that toppled a dic- 
tator and venue of People Power 
T that ousted an impeached pres- 
iden, yesterday became бе 
place where a young boy battling 


‘cancer fulfilled his dream, 
Jose Magtanggol 


Vatican two years ago. 
Tanggol, who suffers 


"Tanggol" 
Manalili, 7, got his wish and be- 
came a "priest at the Edsa Shrine, 
a site declared holy ground by the 


acute myelogenous leukemia MS, 
joined Auxiliary Bishop Socrates 
Villegas in celebrating Palm Sun- 
day Mass at the jampacked 


shrine, 

He wore a priests vestments 
and cap, and was seated near the 
altar, along with 15 young girls 
and boys who were given a day as 
litle nuns and priests. 

Tanggol made his first confes- 
sion and received his first commu- 
nion from Villegas at the historic 
site. It was the first time he met 
the bishop. The boy said he want- 
ed to be like Villegas someday. 

“He knows his Catholic faith . 
‘What excites him is not even get- 
ting healed but pleasing God and 
never being separated from 
Him,” Villegas said during his 
homily, referring то Tanggol. 
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Aeta village proud of its young grads 


By Allan Macatuno 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


PASTOLAN VILLAGE, Hermosa, Batean— 
Each of them dreams of becoming "some- 
body" someday and wishes to bring pride 
to their tribe, 


Jn a very rare occasion, members of 
the Aeta community here felt proud of 
themselves and saw hope for their village 
through 18 youths who would soon en 
rollin high school 

‘On April 3, 12 Aeta boys and six Aera. 
girls, the first batch of graduates of the 


Pastolan Elementary School. received 
their grade school diplomas, 

‘Class valedictorian Laarni Bautista, 
13, said she wanted to become a nurse 
and take care of her fellow Аста, She said 
she owed her triumph to her parents who 
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Bid to sell RP assets in Japan revived 


Вујету Esplanada 


IS history repeating itself? 

Like the possible sale of seven govern- 
mentowned properties in the United 
States, “a parallel effort is being under- 
taken by the Privatization Council for 


government properties in Japan, Fi- 
nance Undersecretary Eric Recto told the 
КОА 

But Recto said the outright sale of the 
Japanese properties—two in Tokyo and 
another two in Kobe-—was “out of the 
question.” 


The finance official, who oversees ће 
disposition of the Philippine govern- 
mens real estate in the United States 
and Japan, admitted that the council was 
already being criticized over the 
Japanese properties. 

[T 


; US forces meeting resistance 


_in Tikrit, last Saddam bastion 


BAGHDAD—US Marines were fighting Iraqi forces, 
including tanks, on the southern outskirts of Sad- 
dam Hussein's home town of Tikrit on Sunday, а 
Canadian journalist with the US forces told CNN, 
“They (the Americans) launched their attack 


he's running a lot, but he's not commanding any- 
thing right now.” 

‘A Kurdish television station reported that the half 
brother of Saddam, Watban al-Tikriti, was captured 
in northern Iraq. 


Атм, a former interior minister 


about an hour and a half ago,” Matthew 
Fisher of Canada's National Post newspa- 
per told the channel in a live telephone 
call from Tikrit 

“y's a very, very significant attack, 
‘They've brought forward a great number 


p 


and a Saddam adviser, was found north- 

west of Mosul inan apparent attempt to 
reach Syria, said КТУ a station operated 
by the Kurdistan Democratic Рагу, one of 
the two main Kurdish factions, The sta- 


рдү 25. 


of Cobra assault helicopters and there 
are Marine F-18s (aireraft) overhead." 

Meanwhile, Gen. Tommy Franks, the commander. 
of the war, disclosed that US forces have samples of 
DNA from Saddam and other Iraqi leaders for po- 
tential use in the ongoing effort to determine if he is 
alive or dead. 

“We have the forensic capability t 
down and we will chase that down,” 


tion gave no other details. Kurdish offi- 
cials reached by The Associated Press 
could not immediately confirm the report. 

Earlier, Franks said the "decisive military орега- 
tions” phase of the war was moving toward the end. 
bur the fighting was not yet over. 

"1 wouldn't say it's over but 1 will sey we have 
American forces in Tikrit right now. When last I 
checked this force was moving on Tikrit and there 
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hase that 
ranks told 
;» CNN. Of Saddam, Franks said: "He's either dend or 


CAMELS аге led past US Marines with the 15th Expeditionary unit, Echo Company, at a check 
southern Iraqi city of Naslriyah on Saturday, 
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WOMAN TRADER SEIZED 
Abus take new hostage 


North Cotabato on Friday. 

The military identified the 
wounded as Pepito Bala, 17, and 
Virgie Suico, 51, residents of 
Barangay Malanduage in Kaba- 
can, 

‘According to the report, the 
rebels used grenade launchers 
and rifle-propelled grenades to 
attack the houses in the barangay 
at about 2 a.m. on Friday while 
other rebel units harassed the vil- 
Tages of Orchids and Cadena de 
‘Amor simultaneously 

Minutes later, MILF demolition. 
experts bombed a National Power 
Corp. tower in Carmen town, the 
military said. The tower was not 
damaged, 

later that night, а group of 20 
rebels attacked a police Kababayan 
center in Matalam town, sparking 
а 15-minute firefight. NO one was 
injured inthe incident. 

Davao City prosecutors, mean- 
while, seid that two young men 
suspected of involvement in sepa- 
rate bombings in the city over the 
past month had confessed that 
they were promised P50,000 
each to carry out the attacks. 
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‘Tohami Bagundang, 19, and 
17-year-old "Sammy" were ar- 
Tested last Tuesday along with 
three others for alleged participa- 
tion in the attacks at ће Sasa 
Wharf in Davao City and the 
Davao Intemational Airport. 

Bagundang said in a statement 
to prosecutors last Friday that To 
Актай, who was among those ar- 
rested, had told him to place a bag 
containing a bomb under a table at 
а barbecue stand outside the ferry 
passenger terminal at the wharf. 

Before leaving the area, he said 
he saw Akmad press a remote 
control device and the bomb ex- 
ploded, said assistant prosecutor 
Danilo Belo. 

‘The April 2 blast at the wharf 
killed 16 people and injured 55. 

Bagundang also told prosecu- 
tors the group had originally tar- 
geted the Super Ferry, which ar- 
rived late that afternoon and was 
scheduled to leave before mid- 
night. But tight security prevent- 
ей them from bringing the bomb 
aboard the vessel. AFP and АВ 
with а report from Martin 
Marfil 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—A Chinese-Filipino businesswoman 
маз abducted yesterday by the Abu Sayyaf kidnap gang in 
the island of Siasi in Sulu, the regional police chief said. 


Five gunmen seized Gertrudes in an attempt to catch the kidnap- 

‘Tan as She was on her way to a pers, Omar said. 

mosque, said Chief Supt. Астай 1п another development, sol- 

Omar. diers raided a hideout of the Abu 
The gunmen then sped off Sayyafin Maimbung town in Jolo 

with their captive to the nearby on Saturday and recovered five 

island of Jolo, а known strong- rifles and assorted ammunition, a 

hold of the Abu Sayyaf, which military report said. 

has been linked by the United However, the Abu Sayyaf 

States to the al-Qaida network of members escaped by fleeing in a 

terror mastermind Osama bin motorboat. 

Laden. In Central Mindanao, two civil- 
Police set up roadblocks im ians were wounded when Moro 

known haunts of the Abu Sayyaf rebels attacked two towns in 
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MILITANTS depict ће suffering of human rights victims under the 
‘Macapagal administration, to mark the beginning of Holy Wes 
Lucena City. алия, 


Militants stage their 
version of ‘Calvary 


LUCENA CITY.—Militant groups 
in Southern Tagalog marked the 
start of Holy Week yesterday with 
а depiction of alleged human 
rights violations under the Maca 
pagal administration in their ver- 
sion of the Passion of Christ 
dubbed the “Kalbaryo ng Bayan" 
(The Nation's Calvary). 
Performers composed of sni- 
dents and "real" victims of rights 
abuse by the police and the mili- 
tary presented a streer play in front 
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of the city public market that 
showed “inspiring tableaus and 
scenes of the true calvary of a na- 
tion torn by poverty and injustice." 

“We still have 19 families of in- 
ternal refugees composed of 103 
individuals in Dasmariñas, Cavi- 
te. They all still await reset 
ment and start of new lives in а 
пен community. They no longer 
want to retur to their homes for 
fear of the military” said Eden 
Marcellana, Karapatan-ST chair. 

А black 9-f skull 
puppet hovered over 
the performers, signi- 
fying che plea for jus- 
tice for all human 
rights victims. 

‘Another puppet 
covered with white 
cloth on which was 
depicted the face of 
Christ also figured in 
the performance. 

“ї signifies that 
good will always pre- 
vail" said one of the 
play's coordinators. 
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in Southern Tagalog 
since President Ma- 
capagal-Artoyo came 
to power 

She claimed South- 
ет Tagalog had the 
highest number of hu- 
man rights violations, 
next to Mindanao, be- 
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“if we depore them now, they In February and March, the coun- 
might be slaughtered by an angry try expelled three Iraqi diplomats for 
mob back in Iraq,” the source said. alleged espionage and for supposed 

‘Manila is also ready to freeze the ly having contact with Muslim sepa- 
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US visa rules to work vs Pinoys-Ople 


‘THE FOREIGN affairs department has warned 
that the United States has adopted new and 
more stringent security measures and screen- 
ing procedures that are likely to affect Filipinos 
wishing to enter or emigrate to the US. 

Foreign Secretary Blas Ople has expressed 
concern the new measures could affect "the 
opportunities for Filipinos to secure visas for 
legitimate travel to the US." 


The DFA will be closely monitoring the pro- 
‘cess to make sure that the interest of those Fil- 
ipinos are not affected, he said in a'statement. 

The US adopted 
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ear the new security pro- 
cedures as pat of the 
The Lock That Assures You Of Your Sweetest Sleep precautionary. mea 
Ы ‘sures under the En- 
hanced Border Secu- 
riy and Visa Entry 
Reform Act passed by 
the US Congress in 
2002, in the wake of 
виа 
terrorist attacks, 
Ople said US con- 
sular and immigra. 
tion officials will now 
have access to more 
complete and im- 
proved information 
Banks as they seruti- 
nize potential visa 
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mation sharing systems such as the Intelli- 
gence Border Inspection System and Terrorist 
‘Threat Integration Center, 

‘Meanwhile, Filipinos who have submitted 
petitions or applications with the defunct US 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS)—since taken over by the Bureau of Citi- 
zenship and Immigration Services (BCIS) 
—büt who have not heard anything from ei- 
ther of these agencies have reason to worry. 

Tn late January private firms contracted by 
the INS at the Western Service Center were in- 
dicted for destroying 90,000 documents at 
the California Service Center in 2002. 

‘The shredding wasn't undertaken by INS fed- 
eral officers but by private contractors. These 
are private firms that, under contract with the 
federal government, сапу out mail room opeta- 
tions, which include receiving and acknowledg. 
ing petitions and applications as well as sending 
‘out approval notices and transmitting approved 
petitions to the National Visa Center 


Indicted 

Based on published accounts and court 
records, the manager of the Westem Service 
Center mail room, Dawn Randall, 24, was in- 
dicted at the end of January by a federal grand 
Jury, along with a supervisor who worked un- 
der her, Leonel Salazar, 34. The two were ac- 
cused of ordering low-level employees to de- 
stroy thousands of documents beginning in 
February of 2002 and several months after. 

The reason: to reduce a growing backlog of 
unprocessed paperwork thatthe Western Ser- 
vice Center was facing. 

‘According to the indictment, Randall or- 
dered her subordinates at the INS to count the 
number of unprocessed papers in the filing 
center. They indicated to her that about 90,000 


1,09 


documents were waiting to be handled 

‘According to the report, she ordered at 
least five night shift workers to begin shred- 
ding many boxes of these papers. By the end 
of March, no backlog existed. Problem solved 
but Randall continued the shredding orders. 

‘Without any backlog, the INS supervisors 
were happy, but not so the people who had 
filed petitions and applications and who had 
been waiting and wondering why they had 
mot received any word from the INS, 


ion is what type of documents 
were destroyed? 

Since some applicants submitted original 
documents it is likely that these documents 
establishing the petitioner's eligibility and es 
tablishing the relationship between petitioner 
and beneficiary are gone for good. These in- 
clude US passports, foreign passports, asylum 
applications, 1-140 petitions, 1129 petitions, 
employment authorization, advanced parole 
requests and applications for US citizenship. 

The INS appeared to have no clue as to 
what was happening. 

Neither the INS nor the new bureau that 
took over its functions, the BCIS, have been 
helpful in determining what petitioners and 
applicants could do, other than asking them 
to send duplicate petitions and applications if 
they believe their documents were among the 
90,000 documents destroyed. 

For those who sent original documents— 
passports, citizenship certificates, certificates 
of marriage and birth—it would take months 
of agonized waiting. Norman Bordadora, 
with a report from Crispin R. Aranda, a US- 
based immigrant specialist and executive 
director ofthe Immigrant Visa Center. 
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Stop ‘babying’ Meralco, lawmaker tells Malacafiang 


By Agnes E. Donato tion to the governments recent are being exploited to th dering Meralco torefund electric- the plight of Meralco's customers, alco, unlike its customers, had 

expression of concer for Meral- о ие ee 
“STOP the Manila Electric Co/s соз claim it is suffering “serious ous anomalous charges, the charges since 1994. three million of them—have been er dips in its profit margin by, for 
profiteering, instead of treating financial woes.” biggest of which is the infamous Beltran said that contrary toits at the mercy of Meralco and sub. instance, imposing more arbi- 
the company like a baby" "instead of worrying about purchased power adjustment assertion, Meralco was “not real- jected to arbitrary, onerous and trary rate increases. 

"This is what Bayan Muna par- Meralco, Malacafiang should (PA), Beltran said. lyinthe'red, but in fact continues anomalous charges,” Beltran said. “Electricity i a vital socal ser- 
ууз Rep. Crispin Beltran told concern itself with the situation ‘The Supreme Court on Thurs- to eam billions in ill-gotten prof- "Тһе consumers’ capacity to pay vice but instead of providing this, 
Malacafiang yesterday in тас. faced by Meralco customers who day came to a final decision or- its through massive overcharg- for Meralco'selectricity hasnotim- Meralco is into rate gouging and 

ing’ proved, meanwhile its service соп. immoral profiteering. It’s gotten 
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GSIS makes P30-B 
retirement loan 
fund available 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


A P3O-BILLION loan facility will be opened by 
the Government Service Insurance System be- 
ginning next month for members who would 
like to advance their retirement benefits. 

The GSIS Retirement Loan Program will 
serve all government employees with at least 
160 months of integrated contributions and 
no outstanding loans. 

Even a member who has defaulted on а 
previous loan will be allowed to avail of the 
offer if part of the proceeds is used to settle his 
‘outstanding obligations, 

GSIS president and general manager Win- 
ston Garcia said the new loan program was 
initiated to further enhance benefits for the 
pension fund's 1.5 million members. 

“This is on top of the regular salary loan,” 
said Garcia, 

Expected to take advantage of the new fa- 
у are 60 percent of eligible borrowers. 

Qualified members 60 years old and above 
may borrow up to 50 percent of their retire- 
‘ment benefits; and those below 60, as much 
as half of heir accrued separation benefis, 

‘A one-time processing fee of one percent 
will be collected prior to the loan release. 

Garcia pointed out that the retirement loan, 
with an annual interest rate of 10 percent, was а 
“reasonable assistance for GSIS members in need. 

"It would be better for (them) to take ad- 
vantage of the program instead of advancing 
cash from their credit cards or going to loan 
sharks,” said the GSIS president. 

‘The pension fund has also installed fierible 
payment schemes, A borrower may choose be- 
tween monthly and term (quarterly semi-annual) 
payments, ог pay only the interest and sete the 
principal at the time of redirement or separation. 


THe DAILY 
GosPEL 


Monday, April 14, 2003 
Monday of Holy Week 

1st Reading: 

Gospel: 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to 
Bethany where he had raised Lazarus, the 
dead man, to Ме. Now they gave a dinner for 
him, and while Martha waited on them, 
Lazarus sat at the table with Jess. 

“Then Mary took а pound of costly perfume 
made from genuine nard and anointed the feet 
Of Jesus, wiping them with her hair. And the 
‘whole house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume. 

Judas, son of Simon Iscariot-the disciple 
‘who was to betray Jess-remarked, "This per- 
Fume could have been sold for three hundred 
Silver coins and tuned over to the poor” Jur 
das, indeed, had no concem for the poor, he 
was a thief and as he held the common purse, 
he used to help himself to the funds 

But Jesus spoke up, "Leave her alone. Was 
she not keeping it for the day of my burial? 
(The poor you always have with you, but you 
will ot always have me)" 

Many Jews heard that Jesus was there and 
they came, not only because of Jess, but also 
to see Lazarus whom he had raised from the 
dead So the chief priests thought about killing 
Lazarus аз well, for many of the Jews were 
drifting away because of him and believing in 
esu 
Commentary 

Judas ойне Mary for anointing Jeu! 
Jeet, saying the money could have been given to 
the poor One would expect Jesus to agree. Why 
should such a sum be wasted when it could have 
in faet been used to feed талу. But that isn't 
what happened. Instead Jesus turns to Judas 
and rebukes him, not because what he had said 
made no sense. Bur precisely because it made t00 
much senserat least in Judas calculating mind. 
The gospel reading tells us why Judas found 
Mary's action unacceptable It wasn't really be- 
cause he cared for the poor, but because he stole 
money from the group's contributions. Inten- 
tions and motives as always, made althe difer- 
ence. Mary's action may have been extravagant, 
but her тобе was pure. Judas indignation 
may have been understandable, even salutary, 
but his motive was impure. For God what is in 
the heart is what counts the most. 
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Japan loses allure for Pinay singer - 


Inquirer series helps Ann’ make up her mind 


ВУТ) Burgonio 


"ANN" was all set to Пу to Japan last month to 
work as a singer. She had everything ready— 
her clothes, 20 "minus-one” tapes and a son 
book—and was already counting the dollars 
she would be earning. 

But she changed her mind after reading the 
series of articles in the олива last March on 
the trafficking of Filipino sex workers to Japan. 

‘The 28-year-old Ann recalled being partic- 
ularly "shocked" by the story of a talent who 
was raped by the owner of the Japanese club 
she was working in, after she rejected the sex- 
ual advances of the club's customers. 

"The good-looking Ann, who once dabbled in 
acting and was featured in cameo roles in 
some romantic movies, sid she has no qualms 
about chatting up customers and pouring 
them drinks. But being fondled or worse, sexu- 
ally assaulted, is another matter, she said. 

“They (customers) сап? do that to me. ГЇ 
beat them black and blue,” said Ann, mother 
of a 10-year-old gil who separated from her 
husband 10 years ago. 

“Had they told me that would be the kind of 
job I would have, 1 woul 
inthe first place" she said. 


Second thoughts 

Even before reading the Inqumen series, 
Ann had been having second thoughts about 
going to Japan but could not back out of the 
Verbal contract she had made with a Japanese 
lest she have to pay a $1,000 fine. 

"The Japanese had offered her a job as a 
singer at a Tokyo nightclub. Since she already 
had an ars’ record book (ARB), she accepted 
the offer She was told to leave in early March 

“Still, 1 felt like not going after I started 
having (skin) allergies. But they told me that 1 
couldn't back out anymore or 1 would have to 
pay the penalty of $1,000,” she recalled. 

‘ann then sought divine intervention and 
asked for “a sign” whether to push through with 
the trip. Not long afterward, her mother gave 
her a copy of the нага взше that had the se- 
ries on sex trafficking. Ir was al she needed. 

Ann and her mother called Carmelita 
Nuqui, executive director of the Develop- 
ment Action for Women’s Network (DAWN), 
to consult her about the penalty. She wa 
told she was not liable as she had not signed 
a contract, 

The Japanese and his local contact never 
bothered her again. 


Legitimize trafficking 

The Inquien series was an exposé on the is- 
suance of ARBs to legitimize the trafficking of 
Women to Japan, and as a source of сотр 
tion for oficial of the issuing agency, the 

chnical Education and Skills Development 
‘Authority Ces) 

The ARB is issued to talents who have un- 
dergone traning in singing and dancing, and 
passed testing procedures ат accredited cen 
fers It is the sole requirement needed to ger 
an entertainers visa о Japan. 

Ann is not content with putting her experi- 
ence behind her and moving on. She has de 
cided to engage in “advocacy work” by соп. 
vineing friends to reconsider any plans of. 
‘working in Japan as singers or dancers 

She passed on the Веда series to two 
friends and plans to distribute copies of it to 
others. 

"ТЇ give chem to my friends who are plan- 
ning to work in Singapore. 1 heard Filipinas 
are also offered jobs there аз sex workers” 
said Ann, who lives by herself in Los Baños, 
Laguna, Her daughter lives with her parents 


Suspect in Bicol 
murder spree falls 


LEGAZPI CITY—awnshop receipts, a victimis 
diary and other evidence led police to a retired 
police superintendent's nephew believed ге 
sponsible for a series of murders, including that 
ofan Australian couple, here and in Ligao Cty. 

Albay police director Senior Supt. Pedro U. 
‘Tango said JessiesRay Otanez, alias Michael 
Sarmiento, of Barangay Bagumbayan, Ligao 
City was the principal suspect in the kiling of 
Marilyn Jentalan and Agnes Bagalay in this city 
оп March 7, 2002, Australian couple Aupustus 
and Corazon Kuile also in this city, on Sept. 14, 
2002, and nurse Ma. Isabel Juarez of St. Joseph 
Medical Clinic in Ligao City las Match 3. 

Otanez, 21, is a nephew of former Bicol 
deputy police chief Senior Supt. Jose Angeles 
se (ret). 

Tango said the last entry in Kuhle’s diary in- 
dicated that Sarmiento was supposed to vis 
the Kuhle couple in their home at the yam. 
Building in this city on the day she and her 
husband were murdered. 

Five months after the Kuhle slaying, the 
name Michael Sarmiento surfaced again, this 
time on Cebuana Lhuiller pawn tickets for 
Juarezs jewelry. 

Other wimesses said the suspect had 
bragged to them about having shot and killed 
two women from a beauty parlor who had re- 
fused to dance with him. 

Jentalan and Bagalay were employees of 
Farhana Skin Care and Beauty in Legazpi City. 

Police found Otanez's .38-cal. revolver, a 
computer motherboard and other parapher- 
nalia in a garbage pile in Front of the suspects 
boarding house on March 31. 

Ballistic examination confirmed the slugs 
recovered from the heads of Corazon Kuhle 
and Jentalan had been fired from the gun. 
Ronnie Lorcjo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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THE NATURAL WAY. 
SUPPLEMENTS. 


DY 
T DEFENSE 


AGAINST VIRAL ATTACKS TO HEALTH 
(FLU, COUGH & COLDS, FEVER, ETC.) IS 


* HELP BOOST YOUR BODY’S IMMUNE SYSTEM 
-WITH 100% NATURAL HERBS & VEGETABLE 


Micro-Nutrients needed to boost 

immune system 

“The micro-nutrients found in herbs and vegetables are 
essential to enhance the body's immune system. However, 
almost 70% - 80% of these micro-nutrients are lost when 
vegetables are cooked. Thus, we need to boost the micro- 
nutrients with 100% natural vegetable supplements.” 


Dr. №0 К. Reyes 
Complementary & Alternative Medicine 
New York, Connecticut & New Jersey, USA 


Livea 


ABS Bitter Herbs has 100% natural Vitamins A & C to boost immune system 


ABS Bitter Herbs capsule combines the power and strength of 7 natural herbs and 
vegetables known in the Philippines for their remarkable nutritive and health-giving 
food values. ABS Bitter Herbs is rich in vitamins A and C plus essential minerals to 
help strengthen the body's immune system. It also helps detoxify the body, helping 
the liver to efficiently neutralize toxins. A recent clinical study has shown that ABS 
Bitter Herbs helps lower cholesterol level for healthier functioning of the heart. 


The 7 power herbs in ABS Bitter Herbs are: Andrographis Paniculata; Moringa 


Qleifera (Malunggay); Vitex Negundo (Lagundi); Tlaceae (Saluyot); ELA 
Dilaw); Momordica Charantia (Ampalaya); and Yerba Buena (Peppermint. 


Get Active! 
INXS POWER / HERBS 


VEGETABLE SUPPLEMENT 


For more information, please contact the ABS WELLNESS CENTER: Tel. 925-4862 426-2086 


Bitter herbs boost immune system 

"(in reference to a clinical study for a bitter herb)... The herb. 

does not intend to replace existing medication: 

asa Menem to strengthen current conventional therapies. 
айу lifestyle with clean air and food, especially bitter 

herbs. Avoid sweet and salty foods. Go for the bitter herbs and 

vegetables to boost your immune system.” 


Dr. Cirilo R. Galindez 
Chief of Hospital, Veterans Regional Hospital 
Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya. 
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Peace? 


T THIS time of the year, our thoughts turn to mat- 
A= of the spirit. Even the public debate over state 
policy (such as it is) takes a less pragmatic, more 
ethereal turn. Yesterday, for instance, the President bor- 
rowed the language of the Christian liturgical season to 
put her current low popularity ratings and her steadfast 
support for the US-led invasion of Iraq in perspective: 
“We have to bear our own crosses,” she 
EDITORIAL said in her Palm Sunday message. 

This Holy Week, however, is a particu- 
larly good time to discuss one state policy in particular: 
peace talks with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. 

Isit possible to conclude a final peace agreement with 
the MILF before the end of the year? Let us widen the 
scope of our concern and ask: Is such an agreement possi- 
ble during the term of President Macapagal-Arroyo? 

‘The peace agreement with the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front in 1996 was a legacy of the first Lakas adminis- 
tration. Will successful peace talks with the MILF be the 
legacy of the second? 

‘We are not optimistic. 

Last April 4, the President said the government would 
resume formal peace talks with the MILE the country’s 
largest secessionist threat, but without MILF chair Sala- 
mat Hashim. 

Did she mean it was possible to cut a peace deal with 
the MILF without the participation or consent of the rebel 
group's founder? We know for a fact that certain adminis- 
tration officials have given up on some members of the 
MILF as unalterably hard-core. These government offi- 
cials understand the administration's peace initiatives as 
designed to win the approval of MILF moderates. Is the 
government now signaling that, in their view, Salamat 
has completely given up on the peace option? 

The Palace will reply in expected fashion: It will say 
that the President merely pointed out the truth, that Sala- 
mat and 49 other rebel leaders face multiple murder 
"charges over the Davao International Airport bombing 
last month. Thus, she was only following the logic of the 
Jaw to its necessary conclusion. 

In fact, the President did say something to that effect. 
“Those participating in the peace talks are issued (a) safe- 
ty guarantee pass. But this does not cover common 
crimes," she said then. "(The) process of the law is superi- 
or over any other agreements." 

Yes, of course. But why did the President feel the need 
toissue the reminder? 

If pressed, Malacafiang would likely say that Ms Maca- 
pagal's point was simple: In lieu of the Davao bombing 
charges, ће MILF would have to name new representa- 
tives to its peace panel. That, in fact, is what she said last 
April 4: “What they should do is to assign representatives 
with no warrants of arrest.” 

But the MILF representatives to the latest talks—the 
two-day informal sessions of March 2003 held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia—were chief negotiator Lanang Ali and 
his members Michael Mastura, Musib Buat and Mohajirin 
Ali. 

Those talks resulted in the agreement to proceed with 
the peace process—a decision made necessary because of 
the reported massing of MILF troops in one part of the 
Liguasan Marsh in Central Mindanao and the launching 
of the Buliok Complex offensive by the Armed Forces last. 
February. 

But none of these MILF peace negotiators were includ- 
ed in the Davao bombing charge sheet, so what in the 
world is the President talking about? 

And since when was Salamat directly involved in the 
peace negotiations? 

Like the dour reminder by Defense Secretary Angelo 
Reyes, issued on the same day the government negotia- 
tors announced the Kuala Lumpur breakthrough, that the 
AFP would still continue its pursuit operations of the 
MILF if the rebel group violated Philippine laws, the we- 
know-what-it-takes-to-be-tough statement of the Presi- 
dent'sis a gratuitous threat. 

It makes us ask: Is the Macapagal administration really 
interested in a final peace agreement with the MILF? 

If the President wants to forge a peace deal, she must 
learn to highlight what we share in common with the Fil- 
*ipinos who are members of the МИЯ not the obvious 
sources of difference. She may not like to do it, because it 
may make her look weak, but as she has herself reminded 
us in her Palm Sunday message, all of us have our own 
cross to bear. 
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THE MAD rush to the resorts, vacation spots 
and the home provinces began last Sarurday as 
the early birds take advantage of the whole 
Holy Week and the weekend before it to escape 
the heat and traffic of the city for the cool open 
space and blue skies of the countryside. The 
exodus will reach its peak on the afternoon of 
Holy Wednesday and the early hours of Holy 
Thursday. The crush will be at its worst at the 
provincial bus stations and—take note, police 
and civilians—they will be tempting targets for 
terrorists out to make a statement. 

Tris really a desire most coveted, to escape 
the pollution and cramped space of the city To 
lie on the beach feeling the cool breeze from 
the sea, the waves lapping at your feet, and 
hearing the wind ruffling the palm fronds. Or 
picnic inthe river and swim inthe old water- 
hole with friends. Or enjoy the refreshingly 
cool climate of Baguio and the wind through 
the pines, or the white sands of Boracay or the 
spectacular views of Banaue and Tagaytay. 
(Going abroad is risky because of SARS) Just 
thinking about them makes your mouth water. 

But alas, it doesn't always tum ош that way 
As soon as you get to the North and South Ex- 
pressways, you encounter tens of thousands of 
motorists with the same idea: leave the city for 
the province. The traffic is bumper to bumper 
and the heat is stifling as the vehicles craw! 
along the highways. 

“Where is the open country that you are al 
ways aking about?” the perspiring children at 
the back ask their harried father 

“As soon as we get past this traffic jam,” 
replies the man ofthe house, or rather, the ve 
мае. 

Эш three hours later, they are still there, 
crawiing foot by foot on the crowded highway 
‘The children are on the verge of geting heat 
stroke. The vehicles air conditioning conks 
oot, the car overheats and tempers flare. 

‘But at las, after exhausting almost half of 
the vacation time on the road, they reach the 


SOMEONE asked me late last week if that 
scene of people crying and shouting while tear- 
ing down a statue of Saddam Hussein didn't re- 
mind me of Edsa. Isaid not at all 

t wasn't the same thing at all, as became 
patent shortly afterward. There was no doubt 
Saddam was a brutal dictator. There was no 
doubt he robbed his people of their liberties, 
quite apart from their wealth and their lives, 
and slaughtered 5,000 Kurds with poison ges. 
There was no doubt most Iraqis were elated 
that he was out of power. 

‘But as one Arab editor put it delicately in an 
interview with BBC, there was a difference be 
tween people being ecstatic about having no 
тоге tyrant and people being ecstatic about 
having foreign troops occupying their city. The 
‘one was real, he said, the other was not. What 
‘we were seeing, he said, was a people heaving 
a sigh of relief. What we were not seeing, he 
said, was а people welcoming an occupation 
force. As it turned out, there would be more 
dramatic differences. 

‘The next few hours swiftly soured the image 
ofa city caught in the throes of euphoria. What 
the coalition forces had depicted as dancing in 
the streets, with no small help from the “embed- 
ded media" was in fact looting in the streets, An. 
Iraqi correspondent of Democracy Now wrote 
angrily: "Those people that you see on the 
streets are the people of Akhowra City’ or as 
they call it sometimes ‘Saddam City As you can 
see, they are not only dancing, they are looting, 
robbing stores, stealing cars, burning places. 
These were the same people who used to ap- 
pear on ТУ clapping for Saddam. Believe what- 
ever you want, but do not call them ‘the people 
of Iraq’ The people of Iraq are not in the streets 
because they are afraid of those maniacs.” 

An AFP report written by Sammy Kerz con- 
firmed the extent of the mayhem. Hospitals 
themselves, and not just stores, became fair 
game. “Twenty-five people were admitted 10 
Baghdad's ALKindi hospital after suffering 
gunshot wounds in clashes during the looting. 
But the hospital, Baghdad's largest, cun pro- 
vide lile help as t has been looted itself 


Neal H. Cruz ^ - 


coveted vacation spot. But it is like a mirage. 
There is no wide open space, no cool breezes, 
no shade under a tree to relax in, no space on 
the beach or ini the water. Instead, there are the 
same thousands of people one is trying to get 
away from in the city They're all there ahead 
of you, occupying the best spots, occupying the 
tables at the restaurants. 

"Where is the wide open space you are al 
ways talking about, Papa?” the children ask 
agai 

IF you are going to catch SARS, dis is the 
likeliest расе to get the virus. 

“Avoid crowds" is the doctor's advice, for 
crowds transmit germs very effectively But the 
‘crowds are thicker here than in the shopping 
malls. And the prices of food and drinks are 
double that in the malls. 

So instead of having a pleasant vacation, 
our family couldn't wait but leave and go 
home. Only to find out, when they get back to 
the highways, that thousands of other families 
have the same idea. So the crawling bumper. 
to-bumper traffic on the way out is repeated on 
the way into the city. 

“We never saw any wide open country Pa- 
pa,” the children quip. 

“here's no such thing.” says the youngest. 
‘Just another of Papa's al tales" 

“We should have gone to your lolo and lol's 
house instead of that resor,” the mother says. 

"But it is so expensive to go there,” теп 
the father 

"Why would it be expensive when it's free? 


Not quite Edsa 


THERE'S à 
THE RUB BE 


E 
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"The situation is chaotic and catastrophic 
Peter Tarabula, medical coordinator for the In- 
ternational Committee of the Red Cross, said 
after an ICRC team inspected the hospital. All 
staff have led Al-Kindi hospital except for two. 
doctors who administer first aid but do not car- 
ту out operations. Few patients have remained 
in the hospital since the looting on Thursday in 
which armed men stole two ambulances and 
medicines from the facility. The thieves and 
vandals come from Saddam City’ the million- 
strong Shi'ite slum on the capital's northern 
outskirts, said Mohammad as-Safa, who runs 
and Arab fastfood restaurant.” 

Edsa was not that at all. But a bigger gap 
yawns in this: Edsa saw a people overthrow а 
tyrant on their own, the invasion of Iraq saw a 
people bombed and shot at for their own good. 
А people who liberate themselves know пог 
just what they are liberating themselves from 
but what they are liberating themselves for. А 
people who are “liberated” by others—and 
worse, unwillingly—do not. 

“The doctrine of "regime change,” which was 
practiced in Afghanistan before it was articu- 
lated as such with Iraq, is a pernicious one. 1 
said it even then, when the justification for the 
war on Afghanistan shifted from punishing 
Osama bin Laden to ousting a brutal Taliban 
regime, And was sold that way by the media 
later on, in pictures of Kabul not unlike the 
ones of Baghdad that appeared on CNN last 
Wednesday. No country has the right to dictate 
їз will on another country Least of all one like 
the United States, whose record of supporting 
tyrants, and indeed ushering "regime change” 
in perfectly democratic ones, such as the 


We don't pay anything” 

“Yes, but your relatives keep borrowing 
money from me which they never pay” 

So for the rest of the way there îs angry si- 
lence inside the vehicle. They reach their house 
tired, ho, diny, smell hungry and angry The 
vacation that started ош so fll of promise and 
expectation ends in bitter disappointment. After 
the vacation, the vacationists are more exhaust 
ed than before they started out 

“So where do you want to go next Holy 
Week?” the father tries to cheer up his brood. 

“Papa,” chorus the children, "lets just stay 
home” 

From the mouths of babes, come words of 
wisdom. Unknown to many, the best place 
to stay in during the Holy Week is the place 
they tried to escape from in the first pla 
Metro Manila. You'll discover'a place you 
never dreamed possible here. Can you 
imagine a Metro Manila without traffic, 
when you can zoom from Quezon City to 
Makati in 20 minutes (where it used to take 
two hours) and to Manila in 15 minutes? 
Impossible? Try it on Good Friday. The 
streets would be almost empty of traffic. 
You have the streets all to yourself. 

This is the opportunity to go to all the 
places in the metropolis you couldn't go to 
On ordinary days because of the traffic. This 
îs the time to visit relatives you couldn't visit 
because by the time you reach their homes, 
itis time to head back through the same 
traffic gridlock, On Good Friday without the 
traffic, Metro Manila is like heaven. 

Where are all the vehicles choking it on 
other days? 

Strung out on the highways, trying to es- 
cape from the ciry looking for the cool wide 
open spaces of the countryside. Like the 
Fountain of Youth, they” never find it during 
the Holy Week. On Good Fridays, that placeis 
here, the place they try to escape from. 


Philippines and Chile in the early 1970s, is a 
long one. 

‘While at that, US Ambassador Francis Ricciar- 
dones remark lest month that the US effort to 
‘oust Saddam was like Из effort co oust Marcos is 
infuriating not just because iis wrong but that it 
isalso right. Itis wrong in that, as many incensed 
local commentators pointed out, it is shameless 
credit rabbing. But itis also right in that Mar- 
os, like Saddam, was openly supported by the 
‘United States before he outlived his usefulness 
and fell into disfavor. Until Saddam defied the 
United States, he was being supplied with arms 
by American firms to butcher Iranians whose 
crime was to have ousted a tyrant in the person 
ofthe Shah. Ifthe United States hadn't propped 
up these regimes in the first place, it wouldn't 
hay seeded to change them. 

"The doctrine of regime change does not push ` 
the world to the 21st century it throws it back to 
the 19th. Regime change is just the 21stcentury. 
equivalent of the 19th-century White Man's Bur 
den, the right ofthe powerful то Christianize and 
civilize savages and unbelievers. Lest we forget, 
that was the justification for the seizure of the 
Philippines in 1899. The United States went to 
war against Spain for the express purpose of lib- 
erating Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines 
from the tyrannical clutches of Spain. There was 
mo doubt about the brutality of Spanish rule, 
least ofall in the minds of Filipinos who lost their 
chief exponent by a Spanish firing squad at the 
Laneta. But there was every doubt about the na- 
ture of he liberation. Doubts that were soon dis- 
pelled in Samar, most of whose inhabitants were. 
liberated from their mortal shells. 

As Afghanistan shows, democracy is the last 
thing to grow from such seeds. Two years later, 
ies not just back to being dirt-poor and be- 
nighted, irs back to seeing the first stirrings of 
an Islamic fundamentalist revival. 

The “liberation of Baghdad" is another Ed- 
за? To paraphrase Yasmin, believe whatever 
you want but do not call it that. I's everything- 
but Edsa. 


Comments to dequiros@info.com.ph 
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Roco and his commencement speech campaigns 


WITH THE HIGH profile of several politicians 
eyeing the 2004 elections, many people are ask- 
ing where Sen. Raul Roco is, as he has been so 
quiet, At the birthday gathering for former Presi- 
dent Ramos the other week, Roco showed up, and 
to my query as to what he has been up to, he said 
with a big grin that between now and the end of 
May he has more than 70 commencement ad- 
dresses to make around the country while his 
wife Sonia has about 30 of her own. Roco noted 
that those commencement addresses enable him 
to reach many thousands of people. There's no 
denying that his principal bailiwick is the vast stu- 
dent population—and their relatives. 


My Tokyo-based daughter Christine attend- 
edhe luncheon talk last week by former Presi- 
dent Ramos at the Foreign Correspondents 
Club of Japan before an audience of journal 
isis, diplomats, investment industry profes- 
sionals and former Japanese ambassadors to 
the Philippines. She reported how FVR im- 
Dressed the audience with his discourse on the 
[па war and the US participation i the c= 

against Muslim insurgents in Mindanao. 
He ended with the observation that the unif- 
cation of the Korean peninsula and the result- 
ing decline of US presence in the Northeast 
Aslan region, due to the resumption oí “пог. 
al state” status for Japan, was a real long- 
Term possibility for the region. The United 
States said FVA, will have to seck "new ways 
Of asserting its influence,” and American secu- 
rity involvement will have to be “transformed 
Both in form and substance,” emphasizing i 
creasingly the political rather tian the mili- 
fary function offs alliance structure. 

But Christine reported that what charmed the 
audience most were the former chief executive's 
Candid responses to questions from Keiichi Mik, 
president and CEO of JP Morgan Chase in Japan, 
Enis assessment of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and the 2004 elections In reply, VR recalled tat 
during the Cales Golf Celebrity Challenge tour- 
famen in Singapore last year, a reporter asked 
Fim how his golf game went, and he replied, "Bet 
ter than others.” Ehen the reporter asked, "Hows 


Those 


LAST March 22, the headless bodies of four farm- 
ers—Radjail Mukammali, 68; Almajur Jainul, 21; 
Bin Nasser Muammil, 13; and Jul Sahibul, 17— 
were found covered with leaves and dried wood 
in Sitio Lampaki, Cabbun Maas in Indanan town a 
day after a survivor, Ansajul Ayyadi, reported the 
attack tothe authorities. 

In his sworn statement Ayyadi claimed that the 
perpetrators were government soldiers. This was 
reportedly corroborated by eyewitnesses who 
saw Scout Rangers in the area on the day the be- 
headings took place. 

The victims were relatives of Moro National 
Liberation Front members who had been inte- 
grated into the Philippine Army under the 35th 
Infantry Battalion. One of them was a close rela 
tive of Gov Yusop ikini. 

According to Ayyadi, they were made to take 
off their clothes, which were used to blindfold 
them and to tie their hands at che back. They 
‘were questioned about "(their) Abu Sayyaf com- 
panions” and then they were beaten with rifle 
‘butts and made to kneel down. 

‘And then one by one, they were beheaded, 
‘Ayyadi sustained a hack wound on the neck 
‘which did not go deep enough to sever his head 
and he survived by playing dead. 

Tn a recent interview, Rep. Hussin U. Amin of 
Sulu’ first district said he was filing a resolution 
calling for a full congressional investigation of 
the incident. 

"Temojen “Cocoy” Tulawie who heads the Con- 
cerned Citizens of Sulu chat had been document- 
ing military abuses in the province, said that al- 
though the 104th Army Brigade in the province is 
conducting its -own investigation, they are re- 
questing “an independent body” as well as the 
PNP and the Marines stationed in Indanan to con- 
duct their own investigations. 

“The investigation should be impartial. If the 
military is responsible, this is proof that they 
don't want the conflict to end,” Tulawie said, 
adding that "there are even those who are think: 
ing of taking up arms against the government,” 
even as he admitted that “not all in the military 


GMA topples 


THE SOCIAL Weather Stations survey ауа per- 
Gent nocsaósed, 34 percentsaised on the Pres 
fiente performance, ог negative 14 percent plus 
or minds 1 percent undecided s ОМА Net Saris- 
finon Rating, Alter deing the Pope and lesser 
патаага fraying wh the Great Satan; en- 
daring months of anwar mobilization by Vies. 
President Guingona, with weekly occupation of 
the Luneta grandstand by cls of resentment, tak- 
ing сабот as the ture ng Kano by ейте armies 
ol bomivinongering victimhood in media and 
academe; hearing a deafening, self preserving si- 
tence fom most eveyone bit the Anglosphere; 
minus 14 percent plus or minus a war of ахта 
Ri tcc emble ere 

Раз oligarchs of media whipped up dooms- 
day hysteria with wild ululations of fear monger. 
ing ition "Milions to die in war, 90 percent 
ans; 00505100 a barrel. Peso f 100 to $1- 
но million OFWs ole as refugees. Philippine 
economy in shambles, Dow Jones io гий to 
000. Arab resentment. 100 new Saddams. 
1.000 more Bin Ladens, a milion Abus, Chaos 
and Armageddon Sctyangy fry tales be 
йене by libe anchor boys and gis are the 
теша! SARS viruses that pani the republic. 

“The quick crumbling e Saddam's Tower of Ba- 
tel dow! not befuddle our Cassandras. They claim 
isthe sheer heres crue of the US weaponry 
эё liar that explains why thee is absolutely 
то sustained, sincere, credible, genuine pation 
esana of any vie id froen the vast major! 
EY of ordinary ragi citizens. Regular ral army 
troops, whose fathers once battled the Persians or 
"ig years, not Jacking valor or patios, onc 
the Bante, tro down thei uniforms and 
weapons wi pies, to become themselves hag 
Yearning o te fe to share grace and Ms with 
Тапса Jessicas and Мейиз and Tommies, 
who ke them would rather make love not war 
Tonight, on a more tender bavi, Occam's Ra- 
Zor and Al Jazeera give the е to the charges ofun- 


the Philippine economy doing?” o which FVR an- 
swered, “Better than others.” He then asked him, 
"How is Ms Arroyo as president?" and FVR said, 
“Bener than all the others.” Christine reported 
that the Japanese audience laughed, and FVR 
continued about how someone else asked him at 
that golf tournament, "Ме Ramos, what is your 
handicap?” Said FVR: “I looked him straight in 
the eye and said, Му handicap is the Philippine 
Constitution.” d 

FVR was doubtless referring to the attempt by 
his followers to campaign for the lifting of the 
‘constitutional imitation on the presidential term 
uring his watch, and to periodic rumors that he 
plans to run again for president, except that his 
eligibility to do so has been challenged in the 
Supreme Court, where it still lodges. 

A news item said that the Philippine Nation- 
al Police, anticipating the eventual arrest of 
‘most suspects in the May 1995 Kuratong Bale- 
Teng case, including Sen. Panfilo Lacson, has 
readied three detention places for them. The 
plan is to split them up into three groups, 
Lacson and his close aides to be detained in 
the PNP Special Action Force training school in 
Fort Sto. Domingo, Sta: Rosa, Laguna while the 
two other groups will be detained at Camp 
Crame. Arrest and detention will be Lacson's 
fate once the warrant is handed down, but as 
the chief of the Supreme Court's communica- 
tions, lawyer Ismael Khan revealed at a dzRH 
program co-hosted by this columnist and Ce- 
‘ile Alvarez recently, this may or may not hap- 
pen soon, depending on a number of factors. 


Khan revealed that per the April 1 ruling of 
the SC, а new preliminary investigation is re- 


quired in the 11 KB cases to be reopened, if cer 
"lin conditions have changed, eg I new wit- 
Senses for the siate have emerged or if ihe cami 
tal lability of te accused i upgraded from ac- 
езу to principal in the КВ eases, new wit 
esses have com? outand Lacson has become à 
Principal accused 

iun ao explained that if QC RTC Branch 81 
presiding Judge Ма. Teresa бао rules that there 
Et probabi cause in these caser hen бу wl 
ot proceed; moreover no sppes s permed in 
Cases that have been originally dismissed and Te- 
pened. bur of Course, ао finds probable 
hos, an arrest order for Lacson wil have to be 
Sue, and the prosecutors are confident hey 
kasitan. 

Moreover, Khan explained that since the SC 
decision specially ordered RTC Branch 81 to 
proceed with the Cases, И Chief Prosecutor 
Jovencto Zuso makes оой his desire, as 
speculated by he media to petition for the 
тайе ofthe KB cases on the ground of suspect. 
Sd partiality of Judge Yadao to Lacson, she 
бегей may have to Seck the SC's permission 
io give hom up. Assuming the intends to do 
o which Khan doubts What suck me as we 
Долоо the КВ cages with Khan s the ave- 
Sete eight af the Judicia burden on Due 
ово shoulders, given the political ignite 
‘ance of acson's case. 

For those wanting fo hed the admonition of 
ihe Catholic bishops about кийеп channel 
fray fom more mundane sues this week, they 
tre invited о attend te Ноу Week recollection 
tobe comune bythe wel ara former Rome 
базе! biblical кї Fr Rene Lopez, SSL, atthe 
Chapel of St. Camilius, Our Lady of Pentecost 
Parish, at 18 N. Reyes, Loyola Heights, QC. rom 
Holy изу Apri 17 o Holy Sanirday, April 
19, fom 8 ала. to 12 noon. Wih the theme, 
“Skeling а Creed Holiness? Father 
Lopers talk for April 17 wil be on esus, The 
Face of God according to evangelists Mark Luke 
and John, Ape 18, “he Ше of Jesus: Tempur 
бош and Struggle and Apr 19, "The Passion, 
Death and Reserecion” 


four farmers in Indanan 


Knis-CRossiNG 
MiNDANAO 


Noralyn Mustafa 


think his way" 

“The word should know our fate here," Tulaw- 
ie said. "We are being kiled day and night by 
Some soldiers.” 

‘Governor ан in calling for а “thorough in- 
vestigation,” lamented the fact that “since time 
immemorial our race have alway been the vie. 

He said rhat while it was “premature” to make 
any conclusions as to the perpemator of the 
Eling, Jl said the face har there Ва survivor 
and that there are eyewitnesses should make it 
easier for the government to get at the muth and 
Bring the guy to justice. 

There are many oer cases that Tle’ 
group has document, Just as gruesome, senseless 
End cruel, The oniy difference ari dus lex 
incident there a survivor; there are eyewitness 

The relatives of the victims and а the count. 
less others reportedly killed by uniformed men 
are crying for justice- None have even been inves 
p 

One of the many lessons that could be leamed 
from the war in Iraq is the importance of wi 
ning the hears and minds” of the populace. This 
is especially тше їп situations, as in rq and in 
Sulu, where the military has to conduct opera 
tons in a land where the people are of a different 
fa, diferem citur and speak a different 
language. 

Having the people on their side will not only 
eliminate hoste atitudes, but can actually heip 
fn such vital aspects as providing intelligence- 

From the sid record of summary executions 
and other wrongdoings allegedly perpetrated by 


the military in Sulu and in Mindanao, it should 
not be a cause for surprise, and certainly not of 
endless political and academic discussions, as to 
‘why the “Mindanao problem” or "Moro problem” 
isa sage without end. : 

Many of those who expressed negative reac- 
tions to the holding of the Balikatan exercises in 
the province based their attitude on the conduet 
ofthe military operating in the province, while on 
fhe other hand those who favored the coming of 
US troops had, rather inversely, ће same reason: 
maybe only the Americans can finally bring peace. 
Eo Sulu without infiering the sume сеу on he 

For every summary execution, for every un- 
warranted arrest, for every mosque defiled, for 
every home razed, for every piece of property 
they divest from the people, is another wedge 
that widens the gap and alienates the Muslim 
populace from the government 

În his speech on his oathtaking as the new chief 
of staff only a few days ago, Gen. Narciso Abaya 
vowed that this county will never be "dismem- 
Бегей" during his watch. 

Well, wich due respect, it is, l'm afraid, already 
dismembered. It has been, for long. Maybe not in 
actuality as we know it, but in the hears and 
minds of the Muslims in this country. 

Iris his task now, at least during his watch, no 
matter how daunting, o try to put his own piece, 
no matter how small, to mend it. 

And one sep toward this would be to order a 
full, thorough and impartial investigation of the 
murder of those four farmers of Indanan, as soon 
s possible. 

But such investigation should not fali the way 
of similar such investigations. it should be prose- 
Cured to is logical end—the guilty brought to jus- 
tice and made to pay for their crime. 

This may not be a big leap; it certainly will not 
ри severed heads back on their bodies, but it will 
be one meaningful legacy of Abaya's tenure as the 
highest-ranking military official now. 


Comments to nm19@my-smart.com.ph 


golden calf of cheap popularity 


COMMENTARY 
Dean Jorge Bocobo 


jus: war, even more than joyous crowds and stat- 
ue-muggings. You can deny the facts, but not their 
consequences. Iraqis will play in the NBA. 

Stil, resenters of democracy darkly proclaim. 
worse things to come, not better Amid the chaos of 
war andthe pathos ofthe dead and dying, sarues 
of Saddam Hussein were toppled by angry hungry, 
ging thieving, duelem, bleeding, fearing, у 

i| crowds of human beings in Basra, Baghdad, 
Kirkuk and Mosul. One statue's severed head was 
an iron steed for a Baghdad youth taunting the 


‘smashed remains of Saddam idolatry But Iraqis" 


will hate Britney and MTV and КЕС, the fedayeen 
gripe sourly since the United Nations did not ap- 
prove it. Desperate searches for Iraqi desaparecidos 
of a quarter century gulag began with the help of 
the Royal Dragoon Guards. Under Saddam's goid- 
еп palatial seraglios, they found cold gravel. And 
the worst WMD of all is missing. But 2 flower 
grows in Babylon transplanted from the Garden of 
Éden by POW Joseph Hudson. Let it not die or be 
tortured with him. Let it be found with him, safe 
and fragile. Bring him a Jollibee and freedom fries 
and Sarsi, and for ай his honorable captors and 
their born-again nation. 

АП this depresses Cold War nostalgians who de- 
mand allegiance to the UN Security Councils dys- 
functional oligarchy They insist that only the UN 
сап legitimize a post-war iraq, not a government of 
Iraqi, for Iraqis, by Iraqis recognized by our democ- 
racies. But why should unstable African govem- 
ments in Angola, Cameroon and Guinea hold one- 
fifth the power of the world in the Security Council, 
‘equal tothe share of America, Britain and France, or 
Japan, Russia and China on the question say of 


North Korea? And this be named “morally legiti- 
Tate international consensus, not insanity? 

But here's Jacques Chirac, willing to toast 
coalition military victories in Iraq with Comrade 
Putin and Herr Schroeder at St. Petersburg last 
Friday: "France, Ње all democracies, rejoices,” 
Sacre bleu! Balimbing Françoise. But И they really 
want to help, Paul Wolfowitz says that France, 
Germany and Russia should condone billions of 
dollars in sovereign debt that Saddam got from 
them. 

Good idea. Perhaps a leading presidential can- 
didate should campaign to have our own Baraan 
Nuclear Power Plant debr condoned, Ar S2 bi 
lon it is the single biggest piece of the sovereign 
debi, our nuclear albatross most odious in Mo- 
rong, (which was Axed for Marcos and Westing- 
house by some who abandoned a great man го il- 
legal detention, later to die at an airport armac, 
payment in full for our present liberty to forget). 

Gloria has paid the price of unpopularity for 
statesmanship. Our President has become а fig- 
шге in history not mere politics. We should de- 
fend her person and her office with our lives and 
our honor. The Philippine republic stands with 
the worlds greatest democracies ina perilous en- 
terprise to remake the world after Sept. 11. 1 say 
itis immoral to obstruct this vision of a.umiversal- 
y democratic worid with dead ideologies, and in- 
Woman to deny the evolution of nationalities into 
one human race with inalienable rights and du- 
ties as members of the species, 

Gloria has toppled the golden calf of cheap 
popularcy She scorns the very thing of political 
Blackmail thrust upon her by Edsa revolution 
cum Erap revulsion, She has outclassed the com- 
petition, who are eerily shocked and awed ar the 
‘ast territories she has lai out, for all who are sit- 
ting on the fence, biding their time, waiting to 
spring, lke jackals or lambs or heroes. 


Comments todeanjbocobo@yahoo.com 
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Intimidating letters 


TTS the second day of the Holy Week and things have started 
to slow down before they virtually grind to a halt on Good 
Friday: My incoming mail appears to be on a holiday mood 
also. Looks like the readers have decided to give the newspa- 
per staff a break from their usual scrutiny and criticisms. 
Bless their souls. 

For a change, Г like to write about the interesting behav- 
dor of some readers 
who write letters to 
the editor to express 
their thoughts оп 
current issues or the 
events happening 


around us. Although 
gue E 


minded the readers Palabrica 

that their letters or e- + 

тай should be sent directly to the editor in chief or editor of 
the Opinion section, many continue to send them to me with 
the request that I forward them to the proper partes 

1 do not mind being а messenger of sorts since the editori- 
al office is only a floor up and I can use the exercise. And for 
‘e-mail, its just а matter of pointing the cursor to the Чог- 
ward" note and, with a flick of a finger, send it to the elec- 
tronic mailbox of the Opinion staff. Except that coursing it to 
те adds one more layer to the process and delays the publi- 
cation of the letters, assuming they meet the standards of rel- 
evancy, good grammar and allowable length. 

By and large, the letters to the editor that have crossed my 
desk were well written and showed the writer sincerity in 
expressing their comments on the subject of their letters. 
Once in a while 1 get letters that are bitchy, meaning, they 
use four-letter words and cuss phrases that would make my 
English professor shake her head with dismay. To save myself 
and the Opinion editor from further aggravation, I throw 
these kind of letters to the wastebasket after reading them. 

Challenge 

The leters that amuse me most are those 1 сай dare to 
print” letters. The letter writers fancy themselves as holding, 
opinions or views that are different from the Inquirer's agen- 
da. They challenge the newspaper to print their letters to 
prove to the readers that “it welcomes opposing views," or “it 
faithfully adheres to its slogan of "balanced news, fearless 
views,” or "it believes the truth shall set us free." 

Ifthe newspaper does not publish their letters oz fit does, 
edits them, it only shows that the Ingumer is biased and 
therefore undeserving of the publics trus. For these writers, 
the measure of the newspaper's worth is its willingness to 
publisrsll the enters it receives regardless of their quality or 
sense. 

Once, 1 got a letter that used the words “the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth" in йз opening lines. I 
had а hunch the writer was a lawyer because that phrase is 
classic legalese. I expected to read a thought provoking let 
ter worthy of publication. Instead, the eter was a mini ver- 
sion ofa pleading filed in court filled with obsolete egal gob- 
bledygock that even lawyers do not enjoy reading. 

There was this letter-writer who struck me as a rabid fan 
of former President Joseph Estrada. He said in his covering 
mote that his letter was meant to "counterbalance the INGUR- 
txts anti-Erap policy before, during and after his presidency” 
He warned that if his eter was not published exactly the, 
way he submitted it within 48 hours from its receipt, һе 
would lead а nationwide campaign to boycott the INQUIRER. 

The accompanying letter consisted of seven pages, single- 
spaced, with photos to boot. The editorial text alone would 
have occupied two-thirds of a page, or the equivalent of 
three columnist? articles. The maximum acceptable eter 
length is two and а alf pages, regular size-bond paper, dou- 
ble spaced. Or about 3,000 or less, characters on the comput- 

1 sent the letter to the Opinion staff. I was not surprised it 
did not see print. Neither did I get another lexer from the 
writer informing me about the organization of his boycott 
movement. . 


Reapers’ (b. 
ADVOCATE ' 


Standards. 

There was also this letter of a Filipino-American who, at 
the height of last years discussion on whether American sol- 
diers should be allowed to engage in combat operations 
against the Abu Sayyaf, demanded that his 12-page treatise. 
оп the "noble objectives of American security policies" be 
published by the ingurmen. 

Та his words, che article would “clarify the misconceptions 
and inaccuracies about the proposed war exercises with the 
United States that the Ingumer has consistently written 
about.” He believed that by publishing his research on that 
issue the newspaper would be able to prove to the whole 
world that it is not anti-American and that it lives up to the 
standards of US newspapers. 

T was tempted to write him back to refute his gratuitous 
statements. Bur 1 decided against it because, judging from 
the tone of his letter, I felt he had already made up his mind 
about che Ingumen and that for him Mother America could 
do no wrong. 

Somehow, 1 have a feeling these letter-writers send their 
masterpieces to ай the broadsheets. On a number of occa- 
sions, Гуе seen the name of the Inquinen typewritten over а 
word that had white paint on it, or what is commonly known 
as"snowpake." This means something was originally written 
‘on that particular portion ofthe page. 

There was this letter that mentioned the newspapers 
пате three times on the first page. Оп the last page, the. 
пате of another newspaper appeared on the portion that 
was supposed to refer to the Inguinix. Apparently, the writer 
was not very diligent in editing the letter he sent to the IN- 
umn. 

“This letter went straight to the paper recycling bin. Not be- 
cause the Inquinen was'not its original addressee, but be- 
cause it failed to meet the criteria for publication. 1 can just 
imagine how many trees were cut to meet the paper require- 
ments ofthat eter. 

"Word of advice to leter-writers: Intimidating or threaten- 
ing words do not figure in the newspapers determination of 
what letters to publish. In fac, those words tend to invite 
negative or adverse reaction. If the letter is grammatically 
correct, relevant and within the allowable limits, it stands a 
good chance of publication. 

The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: "The Readers’ Advocate" c/o Philippine Daily inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, ог reader- 
sadvocate@inquirercom.ph. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The мори) Ascites of Paine Мечорат 
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Always under question “ae Makati’s permanent traffic scheme 


Vi mp ARGUING for the Manis Development cob' tine travels: 
ofthe war on and follow contains guiding prin- репогиу minance of ti > — € i0 Authority on the fate Agreeing to the 10 
THE LEGITIMACY of t d follow contains guiding prin- perioriy and do: f the eum. — е 10 Ман кугы 
наа wil always be under ques- ciples to refrain fom the use of coalition forces over the local dow” for vehides in" Apparently, Bo- dow would mem 
tion. Despite the clamor and the force, to respect the sovereign force. Surely, there were peoplein impoverished countries sinking in Mala, Jorge Esa cobs lale wo appresi opening Макай urn 
protest against it, war was waged. equality and territorial integrity i гз poverty and people starving des- Bocobo cited the ease ate realize the posi- many as 60,000 addi- 
Indeed, Saddam Hussein is evil and independence of any state. as liberators but what is more ейі. perately need funds to alleviate with which he could tive impact of the tional vehicles a day. 
but was war necessary, causing The whole justification to engage dent is anarchy and the sight of their sorry condition. Their condi- пам from Estrella to numbereoding And designating cer 
the destruction of a nation, the inwarwastte alleged existence of people looting. tion will forever be the same be- Legaspi Vilage, scheme on the traffic tain streets exempt 
killing and wounding of innocent weapons of mass destruction but А nation is broken, wiped off cause war is a priority и пасей Palanan to Greenbelt situation in the city from the UWRP to S 
civilians? war is about to end and weapons the face of the earth with onlythe an imperfect world. and Сау Hail to Traffic may not be low motorists to 
The irony is that the engaging о? mass destruction are yet fo be promise to reconstruct. Billions of LRAULLGOCO, Palanan on any given horrendous in Makati reach Edsa, CS and 
state parties are members of the found. Itis a pitiful sight shown on dollars were spent in the conduct WB/PStrata2000, dayafter10a.m. (Let during those hours the South Superhigh- 
United Nations and that the char- TV—the endless bombing of cities of war and more money will be Emerald Avenue, ters, 4/5/03) precisely because the way (exempted by 
ter which they vowed to recognize and the fleeing civilians. The su- spent for rehabilitation. And yet, Ortigas,PasigCity AS the readers scheme has managed the City Council from 
pe пон, de to cut down the vok the Makat OWRD) 
Makati City Council ume of vehiclesby20 would clog trafic in 
Bold steps to keep SARS out recently adopted a percent, or roughly these sees during 
LAST April 9, 2003, it was an- gard to its currency or public an epidemic in our midst? Will хо prepare the country fora pos- Makati Unified Vehic- 60,000 vehicles going non-peal hours, 
nounced by CNN that Malaysia health? Wil we have more to our tourism officials be ready to sible outbreak? Why was Speak- Mar Volume Reduc inandoutofthe Cen. If we did this, Bo- 
tion rogram tral Business District cobos travels to vari- 
would not allow entry or grant gain or to lose by allowing tou- сате for the SARS victims them- er Jose de Venecia asked by his (MUVVRP). "This (CBD) om any given ous pare of Maui 
visas to anyone coming from rists from the center of the SARS selves? Does anybody have amy peers to go on voluntary quaran- means that the num- day would not be as 
China, except businessmen who outbreak ocome and perhapsin- idea of the money that will be tine while tourists are allowed 0 ber-coding scheme in Still, as any mo- breezy as he said in 
had the required health clear- fect us before we take drastic needed to cope with an out- mingle with the restof us? Makati is now perma- tort in Makati wil his letter. 
ances. ‘steps to protect ourselves? break? Can our politicians get —LINAA.SANTIAGO, nent, and will not be tell you, traffic is so —JOsELITO 
‘Why is it that Malaysia can Will the revenue they bring in from their pork barrel what will 27MercarySt, affected by any future unpredictable in the SALGADO, 
take big bold steps, be it with re- offset any outbreak of SARS or be needed to buy the equipment decision of the Metro city, as in most cities _officerincharge, 
У in Metro Manila, that Information 
one is hard put toa and Community 
©ер as gospel truth Relations, 
the results of Bo- Makati City 


Administrator, not owner 


AN INQUIRER news report (3/31/03, Р BI) 
said that Eduardo Cojuangco is again attempt- 
ing to negotiate shares in San Miguel Corp. 
(SMC). We are amazed to learn that Cojuang- 
со is offering to buy back the 27 percent gov- 
femment sequestered assets in SMC from the 
government. By offering a buy-back scheme, 
фе is tying to portray himself as merely trying 
to reacquire a former possession whichis not 
only inaccurate but also ridiculous. The 
scheme is clever but misleads the pubic into 
believing that Cojuangco is the former owner 
ofthe SMC sequestered shares. 

May we remind Cojuangco that the Court 
has never issued a ruling or an opinion that 
designates him as owner of the 27-percent 
SMC shares, or even the 20-percent SMC 
shares that he lays claim to. On the contrary, 
the Supreme Court has ruled that the shares in 
SMC, which were acquired through the use of 
coco levy funds, are prima facie public funds. 

As things stand, Cojuangco is merely the ad 
ministrator of a profitable corporation that is 
practically owned by the government and the 
small farmers by virtue of their majority stock- 
holder status. 

‘Apparenty, Cojuangco's ofer is an attempt 
to revive the compromise deal. Under that 
deal, Cojuangco is allowed to buy the shares 
that he lays claim to. More importantly, the 
compromise agreement absolves him from all 
the cases filed against him in the courts. In oth- 
er words, if Cojuangco manages to close the 
deal, he attains full control of the country's 
crown jewel and also gets to clear his name. 

Bur despite the delay in the issuance of the 
Sandiganbayan’s final ruling on the coco levy 
issue, our small coconut farmers are more in- 
clined to wait for the ruling rather than enter 
{nto any compromise agreement. d 

hose who are contemplating the possible 
uses of the coco lev funds should be avare 
that the cours have already issued a ruling 
thatthe coco levy funds will Бе used solely for 
the rehabilitation of the coconut industry and 
for the intended beneficiaries, i.e. the small co- 
conut farmers. At this point, any scheme or des 
sign that pertains to the coco levy remains ir- 
relevant ший the final ruling is handed down 
by the Sandiganbayan. 
—OMIROYANDOYAN, 
Philippine Peasant Institute, 
PhilpeasantG pacifie.net ph 


Direct-attach backup to single server HP is the #1* tape storage manufacturer in the industry. Absentee voting needed. 
We offer data protection solutions for every environment д zum 
and budget - from small servers to sophisticated SANs. Араз таа paye ия 

voting in the 2004 ecions It may nor uie 

елонпе for delivering superior performance one place because, according to the article, imple- 

Raroa Fr ймы нура menting absentee voting will cost P1 billion 

de StorageWorks DAT 2A Tope Drive hp оо DAT 40 Tape drive capacity, HP is proud to present the new Ultrium 460 tape and Congress has allocated only P400 million 

A LAG ol copo © ов d cope drive. It enables you to back up 400GB under 2 hours for the item. This subject is very close to my 

lager uinea s паара олеше "ipud пу heart, as one of the millions who have been di- 

* Uhe25cSi + Wide Ure 2 SCS {essuming 2:1 data compression) on a single cartridge. rectly affected by the continuing delay in the 
With a transfer rote of 6OMB/sec, the Ultrium 460 is ће implementation of the ; RT i 
ideal choice of enterprise class dota protection, particularly мт реса вита рано val 

where the backup window is shrink Dine New York Jaycees (а part of the United 

Sates усен), and one of ош main poe 

R during my term was to promote the adoption 

With the widest range of tape technologies (DAT, АП, DUT, absene voting in the Philippines 

SDIT and Ultrium), HP promises to offer the right solution Whar is important is that there is now a law 

f ed calling for absentee voting, and, as Namfrel 

VG NOH посе chair Jose Concepcion Jr. pointed out in an ar- 

ticle, "You cannot scrap absentee voting just 

more information on HP Storage Werk eka like thar; there isa law.” 

UII vec Exon RUE inis E 1 fully endorse Namfrel's proposals, as cited. 

AUN REOR please visit www-hp.com/go/tape. in the article, to have the private sector in- 
Or call (632) 867-3557 volved in з аа ои. = 
rites EOD UB CENE fay ifthe government really cannot come up 

Or email ph.contact@hp.com with che required funds to finance the imple 

mentation of absentee voting, why not call on 
the non-governmental sector to pitch in? 1 am 
certain milions cf other Filipinos abroad 
would gladly contribute го a special fund that 

Wil be Set up for this purpose. 

ould Hke ro close by posing the following 
question: How can our politicians and govern- 
tent officials be so creative and energetic in 
allegedly stealing bilions of pesos a year from 
the counry—the equivalent of $48 billion 
from 1977 61997 alone eroi to the fie 
book “investigating Corruption: А Do-lt Your- 
hp StorageWorks self Guide" edited by Sheila S. Coronel and 

Lora Kalaw Tirol)—and at the sume time be 

unable to come up with the relatively measly 

mount of P1 bilion ess than $18 milion) to 
tw milions of Filipinos overseas 1o final 

p— — — exercise their sacred right to vote? Although , 

= ear in diferent foreign shores we love our 

T uds home country and, like our kababayan In the 

ОЕ Philippines, we would like to be given the 

means to have азау оп who should run t Only 

absentee voting wil give us the means. 
—LEOCADIÓ R DIOSO, New York, USA 


Network backup for multiple servers 
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Protests unsilenced by Saddam’s fall 


WASHINGTON—Hundreds оѓ 1 У үр 

thousands of opponents of the ] t m um 

US-led invasion and occupation. Ў Ў BLUE CROSS SOS ors fore 
of Iraq held new antiwar : | З 

protests Saturday across Europe 
and the Americas, arguing that 
the regime’s collapse was no 
reason to let up the pressure. 


‘At least 10,000 people protested 
noisily in central Washington, warn- 


ee ea - - "Be He Be free!” 
"Were not there (in Iraq) for y Get the BEST MEDICAL CARE with 
Your own Doctor, Hospital or Specialist -— WORLDWIDE! 


democracy said Edward ЮЙ, 75. 
“ere по. there for liberation: Thon: 
esty think мете there for power” 
This s nor about liberation, is 
about бе occupation of Iraq and the 
plundering of їз natural resources,” INDONESIAN divers hold än anti-war banner inside a huge aquarium at 
рр а et ee - 
At Now to Stop War and End Racism, 
which organized the protest. “It is clear the war is not over,” said pose this conflict and this humiliation 
"We're calling to stop this series of Andrew Murray, chair of Britain's Stop оп the Iraqis.” 
endless wars, to stop this occupation the War Coalition "There are still peo- 1а Florence, three parties in Italy's 
of Iraq and the Middle East" Peace ple being killed and we will also em- government coalition paraded in sup- 
а port oF US pole in ine with gover Freedom from worry i freedom to ive, 
бе and towns across Canada on | In Paris, more than 10000 rallied ment suppor, for Washington, with во | choose a company that provides 
Saturday in actions ranging from a behindabenner-laqtoielraqs^ banners reading: "The French are i 
ousimdearong march io army "in Rome, crowds swelled to halla cowards.” the securty | need. BLUE CROSS! 
headquarters in Montreal to an ar million according to unofficial esti- — France has strongly opposed inter- do 
Railin helgen у Toronto, о mater „жаш 
Five demonstrators were arrested "The waris over in its mostobvious In Paris, banners read: "Stop the 
when a 2,000-strong crowd of form as a classic means of destruc- occupation of iraq” and "es to а 
Me City was эт 10,000 Communist Party (РВС). "We're very glad to be rid of Sad- 
‘marchers chanting, "We don't want "Вис it continues as low intensity dam, but we don't trust the Ameri- 
wa, we want peace ‘conflict and a strategic hypothesis of cans," said Mazin Yassine from |} M — sx, MEDICAL INSURANCE PLAN 
Possibly the biggest European world domination by means of pre- Baghdad:"... We don't want a new Pi Р 
showing was ага lion protesters ventive waras conceived by (US Pres. dictator” р Select Plan: 
on the streets of Rome, according to ident George W) Bush." "Three men were arrested for pos зокон а plan that protects you 
in central Washington thousands peacefully atgasstations ofthe Amer- — In the Spanish city of Barcelona, Р асве: 
gathered to blast the US toppling of iram BexonNbil ой group in protest more than 200,000 people гите ош. Pee о 
анаа лав tehina аске аттоо They ned быш ea in 
series of occupation wars, Supp feto US miliary in tag, protest at Prime Minister Jose Maria М B 
Tn London tens of thousands ra. " Gne told llam television: "Were Aznazssupportforthe American line ||| Blue Royale Plan: 
lied even as the first British troops glad the Saddam Hussein regime has on Iraq despite its rejection by the vast | an international dollar plan 
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protesters dashed with military ро’ tion," said Fausto Bertinotti, Secre- democratic and independent Iraq.” 
lice in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Downtown tary General of Italy's Refounded Protesters chanted "US go home!” 

organizers, while a similar number Italian pacifists with banners read- sessing anti-Semitic placards inciting 3 anytime, anywhere 
turned out across Spain. ing: "Stop Esso war" demonstrated to racial hatred, police said. d sg 


weresettopulloutoftheGull, fallen, but ir wasnt necessary to im- majority ofthe Spanish publi. AFP \ 


Iraq war tough on US foot soldiers’ wives 


OCEANSIDE, Califoria—As US also have the emotional turmoil of — "lés tough for them because they 
troops bande remnants гадз еп worrying if our men are safe nag," are so proud of what their husbands 
regime, their wives are locked in а shesaid are doing, especially now that we are 
venae Ec a esci ABAD INCU ola edes Eois 
that have forced some o resort io rals- they make up 60 percent ofthe he said adding that many families did | Name: Tel. No. 
charity handouts to survive. US Marine Corps—take home only notliketo talk of their financial woes. 

os mally зале and che high around $809 а month after tx, or — Even a combat pay boost awarded | 
cost of living in parts of the United $9,600 annually. to troops in Iraq has not ended ће | А06: 
States means that families of тапу of Тһе US Census Bureau clasifies a monthly cash crunch that families of | Email: 
the lowerranking US troops ightingin family of three as poor if its cash in- low-rankingsoldiersfeel. AFP 
Iragliveahand-co-mouthexistence. сопе is less than $14,128 а 

“1 Know several wives of Marines year, or $11,569 fora married 
with small children who line up at couple 
churches for grocery handouts which "Ме get a lot of young 
are the only way they ean survive the Marines’ wives who need 
month and feed and cloth the baby” things lie eggs, bread, veg- 
Said military wife, Natalie Casto, 19. etables and such items to get 

“Military salaries are so low that through the month,” said 
they are almost impossible fora балі. Manny Garza who helps hand 
Jy to live on, leaving some women out food to the needy at 
desperate, especially now when we Oceanside’ St Магу Church. 


ATTENTION! ATTENTION! 
NURSES, MEDICAL AND LAW PRACTITIONERS, 
AND STUDENTS!!! 
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THE PHILIPPINE NURSING 


АСТ OF 2002, EXPLAINED 
By: Rodelio T. Dascil, Esq. 
David Robert C. Aquino 
* Reference Materials for NCM-100- 
Foundations of Nursing 


SOON OFF THE PRES: полотна te "m Lites 
* А Guide to the Absentee Voting Law MON tte 4 decia ic up to Apr 30, 2003 
2003 First Edition S : m za 


* The Anti-Money Laundering Act of 2001, as 


Amended by RA 9194, Discussed —— 
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SARS outbreak may ground Cathay Pacific Hungarians 


Asia's fourth-largest carrier, said on Sun: internally on Friday. by almost 20 percent, while Australia’s "We are literally hemorrhaging cash. b H 
Мил кузгат ense bue pats Dre eer dd prem nime: EU membership 
passenger fleet as demand for travelinto that"—cancel all passenger fights, he would fire 1,000 staff, or about three The current strategy is simply to stem 
tated by the deadly SARS outbreak. Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome: Passenger traffic in recent days said, citing a briefing given by the air- pected huge "Yes" in а referendum on Satur- 
‘He was speaking after an internal In- neighboring Guangdong province has led highest percentage since the virus be- region may follow suit. those who voted in the former communist 
its passenger fleet. carrier Dragonair has cut nearly halfits sengers could fall to less than 6,000 per make sure that we preserve our finan- garys parliament had joined in a massive 
“The notice that was posted to our flights. day in May in which case we will have cial strength for as long as we can, and campaign since February for a "Yes" vote. 
staff simply reflected the fact that, if — Other regional carriers have also to consider grounding the entire pas- to use the resources that we have to Рог many Hungarians, the main reason for 
things deteriorated, then we'd have to scaled back services amid the SARS out- senger fleet," Nick Rhodes, Cathay's Di- navigate our way through this very dif- Joining the bloc of wealthier European nations 
take appropriate steps,” Tyler said, re- break and the war in Iraq, Singapore rector of Flight Operations, said in the ficult crisis,” he said Reuters was economic. Unfettered access to ће EU will 
each citizen of the republic . . . We arrive into 
а richer, safer and calmer world. Into a reuni- 
works lit up the night sky. 
pL or MO 
er beer iru 
‘Slovenia and Malta have already approved 
ral areas are likely to see fewer benefits from 
the increased investment and wealth that is 
petty bickering," Foreign Minister Laszlo Ko- 
vacs said, referring to some members of par- 
saying our job now is to make all Hungarians 
winners in EU accession," said former Prime 


Rescued POW 
Jessica Lynch 
returns to US 


ps Г ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, Maryland— Jes- 
“ipa рап araan ее priate rescued fom 
ж fer caps nda commando id 
d LM lended safe in the United States on Saturday. 
Wie inc war cared fum de C27 
maiwasan ang vilia pne io e apie o а smal 
* crowd that had gathered to catch a glimpse 
of the petite 19-year-old strapped to a hospi- 
аралау 
heated tom бе US airbase in Ram 
sun cemany wheal ested revo 
br egy erg ап eg and ale, 
Wala fen and spinal nes, bueno gn 
datore wounds 
halen fm Mer Virgi the 
Joined ine omy tar moneo cte hs 
become soning of nacional hero e 
Unted Ses Het reum he Ane ай. 
base, just outside Washington, was broadcast 
roh many lem dmi NBC te 
Sons na cro mori 
Tes ora teur on March 2 he 
ch day of te Trag vëz ve hern aie 
о company took a wong 
tun near e tem cari 
Tad foes ашый er manere 
comp Seal er omaes died, b 
She el sp cet ups bravely um 
пои 
She was hes i a бита al hosp 
‘here nag man who fad come to vi 
эйе spored fer nd walked sever lone 
аена 


"The man made several of these пір, each 
Mag Green Cross time giving US intelligence officers informa- 


para mapanatiling malinis ang inyong mga tion and drawing them maps of the hospital, 


kamay. It kills 99.9% of germs na showing them where Lynch could be found. 
i dulot 'US special forces set up a daring night heli- 
maaaring magdulot ng sakit copter rescue for Lynch, 
= Е On April 1, US marines launched a diver- 
sionary attack as helicopters swooped in, car 
tying Army rangers who set up a perimeter, 
Mag Greenex and navy SEALS who stormed the hospital o 
para laging malinis ang kusina at banyo. 3 и xe 
siguradong patay ang pers kaya ligtas j | rades who had initially been listed as missing 
an шоп! amilya sa sakit. inaction. 
9 g P: Y Е | Following her dramatic rescue, Lynch was 
taken for treatment to the biggest US military 
Hospi ouside the Uned Stats ot Land 
al i stuhl, Germany, where she was joined a weel 
Mag Zonroz г ago by her family from the town of Palestine, 


К Ayon sa DOH, mabisang pang disinfect : nn PA EM 
JI Fi апо bleach. Kaya sa Zonrox, magiging E [Ai ian a airy ec 


germ-free ang mga puting damit pati der at the Landstuhl medical cente, said Lynch 


had undergone operations for multiple injuries, 


buong bahay. Now back in the United States, Lynch will 
с convalesce at Waiter Reed Army Medical Cen- 

ter in Washington, where she will also receive 

psychological support APP 
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Hopes raised as N. Korea shifts on nuke talks 


SEOUL/WASRINGTON-—North Korea shifted = = - 
significantly toward US calls for multilateral 

talks on its suspected nuclear arms plans and 
Washington voiced interest, saying it would 
follow up through diplomatic channels. 

"The North Korean comments on Saturday 
could mark a breakthrough in the nuclear 
Standoff just days after US-led forces removed 
iraqi President Saddam Hussein from power 
in a war the South Korean president said had 
“petrified” the North. 

“if the US is ready to make a bold 
switchover in its Korea policy for a settlement 
of the nuclear issue, North Korea will not stick 
to any paricular dialogue. format" the 
North's KCNA news agency quoted a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman as saying. 

‘Until now, North Korea has insisted on bi- 
ceras 

Washington, which lumps communist 
North Korea in an “axis of evil” with Iraq and 
Тап for seeking weapons of mass destruction, 
wants talks that also include regional players 
South Korea, Japan, Russia and China. 

"We noted the statement with interest," US 
State Department spokesperson Philip Reeker 
said on Saturday, adding: 

"Vie expect го follow up through appropri- 
ate diplomatic channels.” 

“The United States and North Korea do not 
have formal diplomatic relations, but exchange. 
messages through diplomatic channels in New 
York The United States can also work through 
intermediaries such as Russia and China. 

"he Nonis spokesperson did not specify 
what would consue а "bold switchover’ but 
the impoverished, energy ted North has de- 
manded security guarantees and aid in the past 

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun re- 
iterated on Sunday thar he would make every 
effort to solve North Korea's nuclear crisis in a 
peaceful manner 

“Tam confident we can resolve the nuclear s 
sue peacefully through dialogue and diplomatic FRE 
Channels” he told an anniversary ceremony for е 
establishing Korea's interim government in China 
during Japanese colonial rule in the early 1900s. 

Kim Jung roh deputy spokesperson at the 
South Korean Unification Ministry, said by Providing you roadside assistance wherever you may reach. 
telephone that Seoul had expected North Ko d 
тез to shift its position gradually. 

“Also, as the Iraq war is coming to an end 
faster than expected, North Korea has less op- 
tions to take,” he said. 

"oh tod he Washington Post inan interview 
published on Friday the 05488 Над war had 
Fad a profound impact оп North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-il and other North Korean officials 

“Especially watching the recent Iraqi war m. 
sure they are very much terrified... petrified by 
the Iraqi war" the Pose quoted him as saying. 

Nori Korea has said it will be the next US 
target after Iraq, something Washington de- 
ies It says It wants a diplomatie solution to 
the nuclear crisis. 

‘Analyst said the fall of Iraq's Saddam Hus- 
sein reminded North Korea's leadership that 
the Bush administration would not reward its 
bad behavior, and Jed the North to seek bind 
ing the United States to some sor ofan agree- 
mene with Pyongyang. 

“T think avery good lesson in dealing with 
North Korea; peacefl means do not work with 
а country like North Korea,” said Lee Jung- 
fon, а professor of Yonsei University’s Gradu- 
ate School of Intemational Studies. Reuters 


áth Internet 
suicide pact 
shocks Japan 


TOKYO—Two men and a woman were found 
dead in a car in the mountains outside Tokyo 
at the weekend, in yet another suspected In- 
ternet suicide pact among Japanese youths, 
police said Sunday. 

"The car, filled with carbon monoxide from 
charcoal burnt in a portable clay stove, was 
discovered Saturday on a mountain road in 
Ле ее 8 We've scoped ош the spots where we'd be most accessible when your need arises. That's why on 
was in the driver's seat and a 33-year-old com- ‘our 17th year, Petron Lakbay Alalay reaches out from North and South Luzon tollways to Star tollway || 
pany ан ирик, Batangas, Tagaytay, Laguna, Quezon, and even Baguio, From April 16 to 20, count оп us whatever roadside 
old female dietician from Tokyo's suburbs. assistance you need. Be it roving mechanics, towing service, first aid, ambulance, emergency phone calis, 

"ttf highly possible that these people got | clean restrooms, ch i ver 
LLL a ы ee ee res ‚ clean drinking water, or diaper change booths, we've got you covered 
cide pacts,” a duty officer at the Ichihara po- 
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Nine other people have died in three simi- gay Nee 
lar incidents since Feb. 11. They are believed Р м 
to have contacted each other through an In- 
ternet site encouraging suicide. APP 
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FRAGILE PEACE PACT 


JAKARTA—Indonesia’s longest and bloodiest 
Conflicts in imminent danger of breaking out 
again, just four months after a peace agree- 
ment was signed to international acclaim, 

"The government last Thursday told troops 
to be ready to go back to war in Aceh within 
five days if necessary unless disputes over the 
pact can be settied at a meeting of a Joint 
Council—the final arbiter. 

Separatist rebels said they would refuse to 
attend any meeting inside Indonesia and pro- 
posed Geneva. Mediators from the Henry 
Dunant Center were frantically trying to get 
agreement опа date and venue, 

"The accord to end the 26-year war in the 
energy-rich province on Sumatra island looks 
increasingly fragile. 

“We might by some miracle get through the 
next five days,” said Sidney Jones, Indonesia 
project director for the International Crisis 
Group, on Friday. 

"Even if we get that far I think the mood in 
government and cabinet and the public at 
large is Crush separatists." 

Tr will be very difficult to get the process 
back to the negotiating table." If the Free 
Aceh Movement (GAM) refuses to take part in 
a Joint Council meeting, Jones said, “it will be 
a green light to the Army to go ahead—the 
signal the Army has been waiting for” 

Force has failed in the past. 

“During the 25 years of the Aceh conflict, a 
military approach has always falled while a 
dialogue approach has not been proven to 
fail media reports quoted analyst J. Kristiadi 
assaying 

Human rights activist Munir said a new 
military operation “will not produce anything 
but more civilian casualties.” He said it was 
very possible conflict could be imminent. 

Jones faulted both sides. 

During the first two months after the agree- 
ment, "GAM undertook ‘in your face’ rallies 
and went around using every possible forum 
totell people this agreement was the first step 
to independence," she said. 

‘The pact makes no mention of indepen- 
dence, which Jakarta implacably opposes. 
Both sides supposedly accept autonomy as а 
basis for further talks. 

‘The rebels had regained control of the civil- 
fan government structure in а number of 
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Indonesia's bloodiest 
conflict may rage again 


places at sub-district and village level and had 
been recruiting, Jones said 

"The Army for its part ad been using its old 
ast Timor tactics, she and other analysts 
said, by mobilizing civilians to protest outside. 
or attack offices of he Joint Security Commit- 
tee which monitors the truce. 

Monitors were withdrawn from field of- 
fices last week due to fears for their safety. 
Killings sharply increased, with 16 between 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

‘Analysts said top security minister Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono is trying to fend off ris- 
ing demands from the Army and much of the 
public for a military operation. 

“Its clear there were a lot of Army objec- 
tionsto the idea of negotiating with the rebels 
—Endriartono (Armed Forces Chief Endri- 
artono Sutarto) and Yudhoyono persuaded 
the military to go along,” Jones said. 

‘One way to get GAM to stop fighting could 
be to offer incentives to take part in the politi- 
cal process, Sinn Fein-style. But the govern- 
ment refuses to accept locally based parties. 

A start by GAM in disarming could also re- 
duce tension. "But its got to a point they 
(GAM) will say that with the Army out for 
blood, the last thing they will do is lay down 
their arms, Jones said. 

At some level in the Army there was a gen- 
vine concern that it was being denied its right- 
ful role to defend rhe integrity of Indonesia. 

‘The Army is also trying to regain the domi- 
nating role it enjoyed for decades under 
Suharto. 

"The Aceh situation, said Jones, "s a heav- 
en-sent opportunity to prove that only the 
Army can deal with internal security prob 
Jems—even though they had a role in creating 
most of them.” One problem, she said, is that 
the peace deal assumes the Army and GAM 
actually want peace. 

“Elements on both sides have an economic 
interest in a continuing conflict gettinga cut 
from public works contracts, extortion on the 
roads, the marijuana trade, involvement in il- 
legal logging.” 

Of the estimated 10,000 deaths in the war, 
most have been civilians. 

“Civilians will get caught in the middle 
where they always do,” Jones said "Thats the 
real tragedy" АЕР 
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[и TOLL REGULATORY BOARD 


ТАВ ADVISORY FOR ALTERNATIVE ROUTES 
TO THE NORTH 


Aware of the heavy volume of motorists during Holy 
Week and the impact on traffic of on-going upgrading and 
rehabilitation works at the North Luzon Expressway, the 
Toll Regulatory Board (TRB) advises the public to plan 
their trips and be aware of alternative routes to the north. 


"This is the first time that the North Luzon 
Expressway is being rehabilitated at such magnitude and 
we anticipate that vehicular traffic along the NLE which is 
usually heavy during Holy Week may be affected by the 
on-going works,” TRB Executive Director Jaime S. 
Dumlao said. 


Dumlao further advised that, “While tollway operator 
PNCC and the civil works contractor Leighton will do their 
best to manage traffic along the expressway, we hope the 
public will also plan their trips carefully and be aware of 
traffic conditions and alternative routes to take as possible 
contingencies.” 


Te date, the crucial segment undergoing 
rehabilitation is the north bound section after the Candaba 
viaduct which is the 8-kilometer stretch between the San 
Simon and San Fernando Interchanges. 


To help decongest counterflow traffic during Holy 
Week, Leighton will reopen the northbound lanes of the 
San Simon-San Fernando stretch starting Holy Wednesday, 
April 16. Additional water trucks will also be deployed to 
suppress dust and graders to repair any damage to the 
access road. 


Counterflow traffic using the southbound lanes will 
allocate two lanes for northbound vehicles on Holy 
Wednesday, April 16 and Maundy Thursday, April 17. 
Lane allocation will be reversed on Easter Sunday, April 20 
and Monday, April 21 and allow two lanes for southbound 
vehicles. (see inset) 


То avoid traffic build-up in the San Simon stretch, 
‘TRB advises motorists to consider alternative northbound 
routes through the Sta. Rita, Pulilan, and San Simon 
Interchanges (follow arrows on map). Travelers to Baguio, 
‘Tarlac and Pangasinan may use ether the east or west. 
sections of the NLE. 


For those with Clark, Pampanga, Subic, Zambales or 
Bataan destinations, exits towards the west section of the 
NLE are recommended. 


Suggested Alternative Routes to the North 
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Nueva Ecija, Cagayan 
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or Pulilan exits to Мс 
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Woman spurns love-struck Fujimori 


TOKYO—Love-struck former Peruvian presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori, who is wanted on homi- 
cide charges by authorities in Lima, has had 
marriage advances rebuffed by his Japanese 
girlfriend, according to a gossip magazine. 

Fujimori, who is living in exile here, fell in 
love with 36-year-old businesswoman Satomi 
Kataoka at first sigh, the popular Friday mag- 
azine reported. 
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"Lintend to marry her,” said the 64-year-old. 

But Kataoka, president of Tokyo's Hotel 
Princess Garden, has other plns. 

"тат extremely honored but 1 still have 
something else to do,” she said. 

Fujimori, who is divorced, fled to Japan in 
November 2000 as a major corruption scan- 
dal broke in Peru, and resigned the presiden- 
cy by fax from Tokyo. AFI 
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Fear of Church keeps 
solons away from bill 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The 
reproductive health bill might 
just gather dust in the House of 
Representatives as deliberations 
‘were being stalled by the lack of 
support among congressmen, 

Bukidnon Rep. Nereus Acosta, 
one of the bills authors, admitted 
that legislators were wary to sup- 
port House Bill 4110 because of 
fears their political career would 
suffer come 2004. 

Earlier, the Catholic Church 
warned "congressmen against 
supporting the bill 


“Idont think was elected as a 
Catholic legislator, the people 
voted for me to create laws favor- 
able to them, Lam a legislator of 
the Filipinos regardless of reli 
gion and ethnic groups,” Acosta 
said in defending his continued 
support of the bill 

‘At the same time, he again 
blasted the Catholic hierarchy for 
its efforts to deprive women of ac- 
cess to safe, affordable, and qual- 
ity reproductive health care, 
Grace Albasin, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


Registration ongoing for school year 2003-2004, For inquiries on entrance. 
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2 slain as 30 NPA rebels 
raid police sub-station 


ARAYAT, Pampanga—A militiaman and a civilian were killed while three oth- 
ers were wounded Friday night when about 30 suspected communist rebels at- 


tacked a police sub-station here. 


Police identified the fatalities as Freddie 
Briones, 47, a member of the local Citizens 
‘Armed Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu), and 
Francis Zablan, 23, a resident of Plazang 
Luma. 

Wounded were SPOL Senon Salanga, 


ру 


Barangay San Antonio Councilman Benigno 
de Leon, and Cafgu member Rolando Lopez. 
Supt. Delfin Respicio, police chief here, said 
the attack on the police sub-tation in Barangay 
‘San Antonio happened at around 9:30 p.m. 
Police said the group that attacked the sta- 
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tion could be New People’s Army 

Quoting witnesses, Respicio said the armed 
men arrived on board а six-wheel truck and 
immediately fired at the station. 

Although caught off guard, policemen and 
Cafgu members returned fire. The gunfight 
lasted for about 15 minutes, police said. 

"The suspects entered the police station, 
took the victims’ four M-14 and M-16 Ar 
malite rifles and Пей on foot. 

Ecija raid 

In Nueva Ecija, Army troops captured four 
NPA rebels in a raid on a suspected rebel safe 
house in Cuyapo town on Saturday. 

"The Гош, including a political officer be- 
longed to the armed propaganda units of the 
NPAs Nueva Ecija provincial committee's 
Front 3 (code-named Delta) operating in 
Cuyapo and Guimba towns, according to Cl. 
Jovenal Narcise, commander of the Army's 
702nd Infantry Brigade. 

Narcise identified the captured rebels as 
Analyn Flores alias Ka Ailyn, Cecil Anastacio 
alias Ka Beil or Rea, Christopher Arquines 
alias Ка Атру or Jerry, and Alvaro Luciano 
alias Ка Baldo or Bojo. 

Narcise said Arquines and Luciano are the 
units political and propaganda officers, res- 
pectively 

Army soldiers said they arrested the four 
rebels in à safe house at Barangay Bonifacio 
in Cuyapo. 

A former NPA rebel, whom Narcise did not 
identify helped locate the four. Army reports 
said the four were included in the military's 
order of batle. 

Narcise said the rebels belonged to the NPA 
unit that attacked an Army detachment in 
‘Agapulo Este in Lupao, Nueva Ecija, last yea. 
A soldier and a Cafgu member were killed in 
that attack 

He said the rebels were also involved in the 
abduction and murder of Aglipayan pastor 
Dakila Lopez of San Jose City in May 2001. 


Training camp 

In easter Pangasinan, soldiers from the 
48th Infantry Battalion discovered an aban- 
doned training camp of the NPA in Barangay 
Diketin Umingan town 

їп northem Aurora, Narcise claimed 20 
NPA rebels were killed in the March 31 en- 
counter at Sitio Ngasngas in Barangay Dina- 
diawan in remote Dipaculao town. 

‘But the Inguan learned there had been no 
body count. The Army's claim could not be in- 
dependently verified. 

‘The Army previously gave conflicting ac- 
counts on the casualties, with Narcse claim- 
ing that there was no casualty count on the 
NPA side Immediately after the firefight. 

"The Amy's Northern Luzon Command in 
Tarlac City said eight rebels were kiled in that 
encounter. But since last week, Narcise said 
intelligence personnel were confirming re- 
ports thar some of those who died in the clash 
Were high school or college students in Baler 
town, Aurora's capital. 

"This surfaced after the Army received infor- 
mation that several students had been miss 
ing since the encounter erupted. Jun Malig, 
Tonette Orejas and Carmela Reyes, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk 


Gas find in Aklan 
town ‘small-scale’ 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr., PDI Visayas Bureau 


NEW WASHINGTON, Aklan—The natural gas 
found ina fishpond in this town was of shallow 
origin and good only for small-scale use, ac- 
cording to the Department of Energy. 

n a report sent to Mayor Edmund Peralta, 
the DOE's oil and gas division said samples 
taken from the site contained methane gas as- 
sociated with shallow biogenic gas (produced 
by living organisms or biological processes.) 

Ismael Ocampo, chief of the DOE's oil and 
заз division, told the Iugumen in a phone i 
terview that the gas was usually found in 
‘swampy areas with decayed plants, 

He said the source of gas has a small vol- 
ume of reserves and is only good for cooking. 

A source is considered to have commercial 
value ifit hasa potential gas reserve of at least 
3 billion cubic feet. 

Peralta said the municipality has no plans 
to sell the gas considering the limited volume 
of the eserves, 

Peralta sought the DOE's assistance to ins- 
pect the site and to determine the volume of 
the gas. 

"The energy department sent a tvo-member. 
team on March 20 to check on the reported 
source of gas in a fishpond of Ireneo Dungon 
Sr. in Sitio Bagacay, Barangay Jalas, New 
Washington about 9 km southeast from the 
capital own of Kalibo. 

e reported discovery was the first in this 
ares 

‘The team collected two sets of samples to 
determine the type of gas. The samples were 
taken to the DOE's Energy Research Laborato- 
ry for testing. 
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Suspect іп mosque blast admits links with MILF 


By Hernan dela Cruz mosques and Arabie schools to _ Col. Eugenio Cedo, comman- our bombs he was putting to- fied a commander Dacula anda Gedo sad, 

PDI Mindanao Bureau assemble bombs, the military der of the Philippine Army's gether-exploded, also admitted it Castro as his contacts in the Cedo urged Muslim clerics 
said 101stInfantry Brigade, told re- was not his first time to make MILE Hesaid hearrivedin Zam- not to allow terrorists to use 

PAGADIAN CITY—A suspect Earlier, Defense Secretary An- porters that Badrodin Abdullah, bombs forthe rebel group. boanga del Sur about six mosques and Arabic schools for 

who was arrested shortly after gelo Reyes came under heavy alias Benhur Abdul, also admit- Abdullah, 22, a resident of Di- monthsago. terrorism. 

Tuesday's explosion inside a Criticisms after he made a similar ted taking money from the rebel naig, Maguindanao, said he was "Не told our investigators that “Because once (mosques) are 

mosque in Barangay Banale here claim. group for his work as bomb paid P1,000 for every bomb he he was instructed by the MILF used in terroristic purposes, then 

claimed he was directed by lead- The MILF branded theclaim as maker delivered inthe past. leadership to seek refuge in itcéases tobe a mosque. ..itno 

з of the Moro Islamic Libera. part of government propaganda Cedo said the suspect, who Abdullah, whom Cedo re- mosques and (madaris) where longer serves its purpose as lace 

Чоп Front (MILF) to use againstthe guerillas. was injured when the last of фе gards аз a bomb expert, identi- they could manufacture bombs,” of worship,” Cedo said. 


Angeles councilors 
file graft case vs 
Clark, customs execs 


ANGELES CITY—ight city named опу Luciano and 
councilors filed а graft com- Sumulong because they issued 
plaint against officials of the the permits and the actual en- 
Clark Development Corp. and try orders for the importation 
the Bureau of Customs who al- ог the direct purchase of im- 
legedly allowed the company of ported duty-free goods and the 
an associate of former President purchase of the same goods = m 
Joseph Estrada to "overim- from storesin Subic. = 
тот? duty-free items through Under the bases conversion ке “of. ‘Aeronautics 
the Clark Special Economic law and an executive order is- 
Zone since October 2001. sued by then President Fidel 

‘The complaint against Victor Ramos, no taxes are levied on 
Jose Luciano, CDG executive imported consumable goods 
vice president, and Isidro Sumu- sold in duty-free stores within B.S. Aeronautical Engineering - 5 yrs. 
Tong Jc, BOC officerin-chargein Clark and Subic. BS. Air Transportation - 4 yrs. 
Clark was fled on Friday at the Citing the findings of its ini- raft Maintenance Technology - 4 yrs. 
Office of the Ombudsman. tial investigation, the city nics Technology - 4 yrs. 

Councilors Alex Cauguiran, council said Puregold import- me Business Administration - 4 yrs. 
Ireneo Alvaro Jr, Ares Yabut, ed and brought into Clark at 
Louie Reyes, Carlito Ganzon, least 43 million cans of Maling 


Rodolfo 5 Agapito del meat products and more than istration - 4 yrs. 
Rosario and Alexander In- milion botdes of wine and Associate in Airline Office Administration - 2 yrs. 


li T Communication Technician Course - 2 yrs. 

Ier dre м детен Course Ву 

Resolution 3845. ‘These volumes (107 con- "Computer subjects Integrated in all courses - 

approved on March 18, also container vans of wine and isi Dometic Airport ond Pasay Ci Маго Manila Tom Е УС Fax 076 
Taco, reached on Sar. Iy three container vans of Ma- Geta Chin Lir Shot ie рене ad pal Н 

day, declined to comment until ling, a container van of power of (Canon Advanced Printing Technology), 


the Ombudsman had notified cigaretes and a container van THE BEST the power of lightning speed: laser printing 


him ofthecomplaint. Ina previ- of wine and liquor. Give your business a big boost in performance and savings. Enjoy. 


Ousinervewwiththelgumem, — The council said the volume the power f the revolutionary CAPT each time you get a Canon 
Luciano had belied the council's of imported items was also "way Laser Shot laser beam printer. 
allegations of wrongdoings, beyond” the total number of ETC ER NEAR Й 

^"^ Puregold officials remained: - shoppers—265,971—that the рат 


silent on the controversy since СС projected to have in Clark seeped Tie ret ie ei ретт че 
М TREATMENT =e" 
anomalies in February. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- ee 


Pagasa says anti-drought 
measures should continue 


BACOLOD CITY—All govern- "It would be good if we could 
ment agencies were advised to induce rains at least three times 
continue taking appropriate mea- before the end of the month, and 
sures tosoften the adverse impact we hope that there will be some 
of El Niño in the Philippines on natural rain in May" he said. 
agriculture, water resources, То help mitigate the effects of 
health and sanitation. the dry spell in the countryside, 

The El Niño weather phe- Maranon said food-for-work will 
nomenon, while mild, would last be provided to farmers tilling one 
until the second half of this year hectare or less and to farm work- 
Because of it, major pans of the ers and families with under- 
country would stil lack rain in weight children 
Apri, with a slim chance of topi. A maximum of 4 kilos of tice 
cal cyclone occurrences, accord- day will be provided each benefi 
ing to an advisory by the Depart- ciary, and only one member of the 
ment of Science and Technology- family will be eligible for the food 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophys- forworkprogram, Maranon said. 
ical and Astronomical Service Ad- Activities under the program 
ministration (DOST-Pagasa, must be related to food security 

Lack of rain has started to dry and agricultural productivity 
uprain-fed farms insomeareasof such as irrigation, canal excava- 
the country, and reduced water tion, rehabilitation and clearing, 
levels in some dams and reser- farm to market road maintenance 
voirs, the advisory said. and crop production. 

Negros Occidental бок Joseph Ао included in the program 
Maranon on Saturday said that are pest management, fisheries- 
was the reason immediate cloud related projects, sea patrols, 
seeding efforts would be under- seedling production and mainte- 
taken by the provincial govern- nance and farm enterprise devel- 
ment to induce rain to save the opment, the governor said. Carla 
province's crops. Gomes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


No Lenten trek to Kanlaon 


BACOLOD CITY—Mt. Kanlaon provincial disaster management 
in Negros Island, a favorite desti- team, 
nation for mountain climbers" Defante said Army soldiers 
and faith healers during the and community volunteers be- 
Lenten season, will be closed to longing to the Green Brigades 
trekkers this Holy Week for safe- have been tasked with manning Pim 
ty reasons, the entrance stations going (0 m E 

The Office of the Protected ihe Mr, Kanlaon Natural Park to E Ех 
Area Superintendent will not i ensure no one would violare the 
sue any trekking permit going in- ban 
to the kilometer permanent Any person caught violating 
danger zone and to thesummitof Mt, Kanlaon's closure wil be a 
Mt, Kanlaon because of "low level rested for illegal entry, Defante 
episodes of unes" recorded maid. 
ear the volcanes crater Negros ath healers fom various 
Occidental Gov Joseph Maranon pars ofthe country had tradi 
said Saturday. tionally been climbing Mt. Kan- 

Sudden steam and ash explo- [ол summit on Holy Thursday 
sins may occurat ine rater amd Good Pray in Пе bel 
Жау сига е тегаты and бові Friday in he Bele! umn ues моно hn A oe anne 
НХ | ШУЫ, meinen ига c m id a miu en om iri emen ien: CORON 
decided 10 raise Mt, Kanlaon’s these days have healing powers, | минги rese wate aa ay ну дитн иши, ey V те М T ech. 
Шеп satus co Level, explained Сала Gomes, PI Visayas Pu- | РОЯ em 
Vicfran Defante, the head of the reau pecia 
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GMA on popularity dip: We bear our own crosses 


From pagel 


Irag--speculation arose that her 
message was in fact referring to 
her own situation, 

‘Si Kristo ay inakusahan ng 
kung anu-ano, pinarusahan, 
pinatungan ng koronang tinik, ni- 
latigo, nilait, ininsulto, itinakwil 
at ipinako sa krus. Tayo pa kaya 
(Christ was accused of all sorts of 
things, punished, crowned with 
thorns, scourged, humiliated, in- 
sulted, betrayed and crucified. 
Can we expect to suffer less)?" 
the President said. 

Shehad earlier said she did not 
regret supporting the United 
States even if this resulted in her 
negative 14 rating in the latest 
Social Weather Stations survey. 

“The lesson we can learn here 
is the truth that we have to bear 
‘our own crosses. We all need to 
commiserate with ‘our fellow- 
men," she continued in Filipino. 

‘The President also urged every 


citizen to*make his or her own con- 
tribution to the betterment of the 
mation . .. reinvigorate hope, and 
strengthen our beliefs and faith.” 

“It is а small sacrifice from 
each of us, but its yield is a better 
life for us all,” she said. "If we 
come to think of it, this cannot. 
compare to the hardship endured 
by our Lord Jesus Christ in order 
tosave us from our sins." 

"The President also said the coun- 
у could "overcome challenges if 
‘we unite and help each other” 

But House Minority Leader 
Carlos Padilla yesterday present- 
ed another challenge to unity. Re- 
acting to the news that the Maca- 
pagal administration would send 
а humanitarian mission to Iraq, 
he asked where the money would 
come from. 

“Where are we going to get the 
money? Are we going there as mer- 
cenaries of the US?" Padilla said. 

He said the government should 
clarify the issue of financing fol- 


US forces meeting ... 


From page Al 


was not any resistance," Franks 
told CNN in an interview moni- 
tored at war headquarters in 
Qatar. 

“I think we would be prema- 
ture to say well, gosh, ies all 
done, is ай finished,” he said. 

Tikrit, a city 175 km north of 
Baghdad, is the last major Iraqi 
‘enter not yet controlled by US 
forces. 

Saddam's concentration of 
power among his closest family 
and distrust of most people out- 
side his Albu Nasir tribe, meant 
Tikritis formed the backbone of 
his most loyal military forces. 

“We know there are pockets of, 
Ive heard them referred to as ev- 
erything from paramilitary to 
death squads to Fedayeen Sad- 
dam, we know that there are 
pockets of that,” Franks told CNN 
in an interview monitored at war 
headquarters in Qatar 

"We also know there are pock- 
ets of foreigners in Iraq who had 
decided to fight to their last 
breath," he said. 

Earller on Sunday, CNN corre- 
spondent Brent Sadler and his 
crew escaped serious injury when 
their vehicles came under fire in 
Tikrit. His team shot footage 
showing that a military base in 
the northern outskirts had been 
abandoned. 

Franks said Marines advancing 
on Tikrit had found seven missing 
US soldiers after being tipped off 
to their whereabouts by an Iraqi. 

Some military officials have 


speculated that Saddam and his 
closest advisers might be holed 
up in Tikrit. Others believe he 
might have been either seriously, 
if по: fatally, wounded in an air 
raid on Baghdad last week 

‘After more than three weeks of 
fighting, US-led forces have ar- 
rested just one senior Iraqi ffi 
dial Saddanrs top scientific ad- 
viser, Gen, Amer Hammoudi al- 
Saadi, who handed himself in to 
the new military authorities on 
Saturday 

US intelligence officials believe. 
he could be the key to unlocking 
secrets about Iraq's weapons pro- 
grams. But Saadi insisted iraq 
Вай no banned chemical or bio- 
logical arms—the ostensible rea 
son for Washington and London 
to attack Iraq 

"The media have speculated that 
senior Iraqi figures might have es- 
caped to neighboring Syria. Wash- 
ington warned Damascus not to 
become a haven for Saddam sup- 
porters or for "terrorists." 

"Now that the regime has 
gone in Baghdad, we hope that. 
Syria will understand there isan 
opportunity for a better way for 
them, if they would stop sup- 
porting terrorist activities, and 
we hope the Syrians will re- 
spond accordingly" US Secre- 
tary of State Colin Powell told 
BBC television. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Faroug 
akShara said accusations. that 
Damascus had helped Saddam's 
regime and provided military as- 
sistance to Baghdad were base- 
less Reuters, AP. 


Boy with cancer gets wish 


From page AL 


The bishop asked the parish- 
fohers to extend their hands to 
thesick boy and pray for his "total 
healing.” Those who attended the 
Mass also gave Tanggol a stand- 
ing ovation. 

Even as the attention was fo- 
cused on him, Tanggol remem- 
bered another brother, who is 
confined at the Philippine Gener- 
al Hospital due to typhoid fever. 
"1 am happy... (but) I hope my 
brother and I will get well” Tang- 
gol said in an interview during a 
party for him after the Mass. 

‘Tanggol is the fourth of six chil 
dren of Bettina and Hector, who 
are both active members of the 
Immaculate Conception parish at 
the BF Resort in Parañaque. 

Asa tribute to the Holy Family, 
two of the children, including 
‘Tanggol, were named Jose. Three 
were named Maria and the 
youngest was named Jesus. 

АЙ are active in the parish ei- 
ther as altar boys or choir mem- 
bers. Tanggol assists the priests 
every Sunday, depending on his 
assignment. "We cant go any- 


where because he is sick, so he just 
goes to church," Bettina said. 

last year Tanggol stopped 
schooling. His cancer is in remis- 
sion, bur he has to undergo main- 
tenance chemotherapy every two 
weeks until 2005. 

Bettina had to quit her job to 
attend to Tanggol and use her re- 
rement benefits for her son's 
medication. Her husband works 
for Couples for Christ and occa- 
sionally brokers car sales 

Due to financial difficulties, 
the family was not able to finance 
"anggols' treatment the past 
years, according to Bettina. This 
was probably the reason his can- 
cercame back. 

‘Tanggol is the 208th kid whose. 
wish was granted by the Make-a- 
Wish Foundation, a group dedicat- 
ed to fulfilling the wishes of chil- 
dren with life threatening лессе. 

‘Tanggol may also get his other 
wish. He isscheduled to go to Piz- 
за Hut after a two-hour shopping 
spree at Toy Kingdom on April 27. 
He will share the toys with the 
children in his community as it is 
also his wish to make his play- 
mates happy. 
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that line the natio 


Festival” 
Of 


ongoing. 


the unmistakable scent of tinapa. And if 
there's a curiously familiar “fog” about 
the place, too, you ean bet on it. 

‘At present, one-third of the village's 
700 families earns a living by making 
smoked fish and selling them in stalls 
1 highway. But this 
week, the sniff trail goes all the way to 
the plaza, where a full-scale "Tinapa 


ls and residents say the cele 
bration is meant to be a homage to the 
"humble commodity” that once saw 
them through dire straits. What better 
time to hold it, indeed, than Semana 


lowing its announcement that Ms 
Macapagal had already formed 
two task forces to oversee the 
'500-member inter-agency human- 
darin mission and to act on the 
government and private sectors! 
Fole in the reconstruction of Iraq; 
How can Manila shoulder the 
expense, Padilla said, when it 
“hardly produces money in similar 
undertakings like attending to the 
needs ofevacuees in the South" 
Не was referring to the tens of 
thousands of civilians who fled 
their homes in Central Mindanao 
and crowded into government 
centers following the military's 
Buliok Complex offensive in Pikit, 
North Cotabato, in February. 


Improved ratings 

In an interview over radio sta- 
tion dzMM, presidential spokes- 
person Ignacio Bunye said Mala- 
cañang fully expected Ms Maca- 
pagal’ ratings to improve in an- 
other survey made by SWS" com- 


SARS UPDATE 

Following isa breakdown of suspected or probable. 
cases worldwide of Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) and the number of confirmed 
deaths reported trom the virus: 


ASIA cases 
Australa 5 
China 1338 
Hong Kong 1140 
Indonesia 

Japan 

Kazakstan 

Laos 

Nalaysia 

Philippines 

Singapore 

Taiwan 

Тайата 

Vienam 

EUROPE 

Belgium 

Brain 

France 

Germany 

Л 

tay 

Romania 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

NORTH AMERICA 

Canada. 

United States 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Mexico 

‘SOUTH AMERICA 

Brazi 

MIDDLE EAST 

вав! 1 
Kuwait 1 
AFRICA 

South Africa 1 
Total 3218 130 


‘Seas nem бои ond ote AP 


3 


esoco2occoBEo 


INOGRAPHC: ES 


petitor Pulse Asia. 

Bunye said an improvement 
was also seen in an “in-house sur- 
vey” by the Palace. 

"^L believe that, the publics 
opinion will change,” Bunye sai 
adding that polls "merely serve as 
a guide forthe President." 

"she's not afraid to make un- 
popular decisions for as long as 
She thinks that these are correct 
decisions," he said. 

‘The President received strong 
support from a key legislative ally. 
Deputy Speaker for the Visayas 
Raul Gonzalez said those people 
who were critical of Ms Macapa: 
gals strong support for the US-led 
‘war in Iraq were now “eating their 
words,” as the Philippines was ex- 
pected to reap benefits from the 
imminent end of tie war 

“always expected the Philippines 
worit be overlooked (in the recon- 
struction of Iraq) because the coun- 
пу is a steadfast supporter of the 
US,"he said in a phone interview. 


help to the economy" 


Militant groups 


Presidents critics. 


US President George Bush's 
phone сай о Ms Macapagal the 
xr yoke rer sap. 
роп was an indication that "he was 
satisfied with (the moral support 
given by Manila), especially when 
at that time he needed friends 
"when almost all countries were 
against the was" Gonzalez said. 

Не noted that the "body lan- 
guage” of Bush was for the so-called 
“coalition of the wiling” to play a 
“central” role in the rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of Iraq. 

"The reconstruction, Gonzalez- 
said, наза "ig project” that "even 
to be able to send a few thousands 
оГ Filipinos there would be a big 


Gonzalez also said he expected 
the job prospects in"Iraq to im- 
prove the approval ratings of the 
President, "Let them eat their 
words," he said, referring to the 


But militant groups were 
unimpressed by Bush's telephone. 
diplomacy. 

Femando Hicap, chair of the 
fisherfolk group Pamalakaya, said 
the Presidents media handlers 
were mistaken in expecting that 
the telephone call from the White 
House would improve her image. 

Hicap said Bush himself had 
become unpopular not only 
among the Arabs, Europeans and 
other peace-loving nations, but 
even among the American people 
who are protesting the US occu- 
pation of iraq. 

“US President Bush, lke Mrs. Ar- 
туо, is being asked by the Ameri- 
can people to step down and resign 
from public office," Hicap said. 

“If Malacafiang and the Presi- 
dent's public relations army think 
this thank-you call from МЕ Bush 
‘would boost the Presidents wan- 
ing popularity rating, they are all 
wrong,” Hicap said. Withare- 
port from Gerald Lacuarta 


Breakthrough on SARS 


From page At 


lungs to fill with uid. 

‘There is nocure to date. Because ofthe lack 
ofa definitive test forthe illness, doctors cur- 
rently classify patients as either "suspected" 
or "probable" cases. 


Genetic sequencing 

‘Ateam of scientists in Canada, however, said 
they Һай completed the genetic sequencing of 
the coronavirus believed to be causing SARS. 
"They said the breakthrough was the first step to- 
ward developing a testo diagnose ће lines. 

“One could use these portions ofthe viral 
genome to test patients ог infection by the 
Virus," said Dr. Marco Marra, director of the 
Genome Sciences Center. 

Marra said scientists needed the genetic 
code in developing a diagnostic test. Early di- 
agnosis would enable doctors to better man- 
age their patiens 

A present, doctors use antibody tests, 
molecular tests and сей culture to identify the 
coronavirus in blood samples of suspected cas- 
esbut they have been found to be inefficient. 

Determining whether a victim is producing 
antibodies to fight SARS through blood tests 
would take at least two to three weeks, by 
which time most patients are either complete- 
ly recovered or in a very critical condition. 

"The molecular test gauges the genome com- 
ponent of the coronavirus bur it had not been 
“Very sensitive" based on studies done in Hong. 
Kong and other SARS affected areas, where only 
40 10 50 percent of positive cases had surfaced. 

Further, most samples for the molecular 
tests are taken from the throat and nose 
rather than the lungs, where the virus mainly 
replicates. Taking respiratory secretions from 
the lungs s considered as too risky for doctors 
and nurses. 

Isolating the virus through cell culture has 
also been found tobe time consuming. 


Complicating efforts 

Despite the breakthrough made by scien- 
tists in Canada, the World Health Organiza 
tion's regional adviser on communicable dis- 
ease surveillance and response said that ef 
fors to devise a fol-proof method in detect- 
ing SARS cases early had been complicated by 
the presence of other microorganisms in 
blood samples taken from patients. 

In an interview with Agence France Presse, 
Hitoshi shitani said it might have been easi 
его contain the SARS problem iit were only 
the coronavirus that was easing the lines 

“We have rwo main organisms, which make 
things more complicated. Probably, the coron- 
avias is a major player but we dot know the 
Toe of another virus, metapneumovirus, 
Which has also been found in respiratory speci- 


mens and antibodies,” Oshitani explained. 

Scientists have also not found the origins of 
the coronavirus associated with SARS. 

“The human coronavirus usually causes the 
common cold but what we found in patient 
samples is different than usual. It is also dif 
ferent from the animal coronavirus,” he said. 

Oshitani said that based on experience, 
identifying the cause of a disease and devel- 
oping a laboratory diagnostic method usually 
took years. 

“But because of this novel international collab- 
oration involving 13 laboratories around the 
‘world, we managed to елі the major cause 
and developa diagnostic method within a month. 
Tsa very, very complicated issue,” he said. 


SARS fallout 

While SARS continues to trouble the medical 
community, the fear unleashed by the outbreak 
has grounded large parts of the travel industry 
and casta pall over business across Asia. 

Hong Kong's Пав carrier Cathay Pacific said 
42 percent of its schedule had been cut as the 
SARS scare kept people from flying. The city’s 
air authority said Sunday that 30 percent of 
fights in and out of Hong Kong had been can- 
celed and that passenger numbers plummet- 
ed 60 percent in April. (See related story in 
The World, Page А12.) 

Regional economic growth forecasts are be- 
ing slashed, with the disease potentially cost- 
ing bilions of dollars in lost revenue, medical 
and welfare cost, and deferred investments. 

Steve Brice, chief Southeast Asia economist. 
at Standard Chartered Bank in Singapore, 
said that "basically мете seeing a significant 
downward revision of growth forecasts for 
countries like Singapore and Hong Kong." 

Арап from outright spending on health, san- 
ination, quarantine and security measures, gov- 
еттеп budgets could face further pressure 
from the clamor for rescue packages and pump- 
priming measures to ease the effects of SARS. 

Intemational Monetary Fund chief economist 
Kenneth Rogoff said the effects of SARS could 
lower Asian growth by 0.25 percentage points if 
it lasts just hree months. Private banks are al- 
ready making sharper revisions. 

‘The tourism industry—a lifeline for several 
regional countries—has suffered badly. The 
"WHO has advised against non-essential travel 
to Hong Kong and Guangdong province of 
China. Many countries have issued similar 
travel advisories to their citizens. 

"The situation is bad, and its going to be 
tough for many many companies,” Залей Rober- 
to Jotikasathia, vice president of the Association 
of Thai Travel Agents, told AFP. 

"Thai tourism revenues, he estimates, will 
be slashed by half in April, normally the in- 
ustry's busiest period. Reports from AFP 
and AP 


Gov't to foot medical bills of patients 


FrompageAl 


Hong Kong have to go through quarantine ex- 
amination there and the same procedure will 
be repeated once they reach the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport, Bunye said. 

Filipino workers based in Hong Kong are 
advised to present themselves for examina- 
tion by doctors hired by the Philippine con- 
sulate there before heading home, he said. 

“At the same time, the President is appeal- 
ing to the sense of nationalism of our country- 


from meat? 
with ап 


assortment 


bangus; there were 
hasa-hasa and tuna. 


If you like the delicacy and decide 
that it is worth a stopover on your way 
to wherever this brief period of absti- 
пепсе brings you, you will be rewarded 
that 
gourmets can only fantasize about. At 
the start of the festival on Friday, there 
weren't only the usual choices of tam- 
ban, galunggong, salinas, kabasi 
also 


"This despite the fact that Tarlac is a 
landlocked province with no natural 
source of marine products, The only 
fish variety here is tilapia, which is cul- 


men that ifthey fel something strange or are 
feeling Weak, they should postpone their 
homecoming." Bunye sad. 

"While the Philippines is not yet among the 
SARS infected сэтте, has joined the list of30 
nations with probable or suspected SARS cases. 

On Friday, Ms Macapagal herself an- 
nounced that a 64-year-old foreigner in the 
country had been treated of "probable" SARS 
infection and had recovered. 

‘She ordered the further confinement of the 
unidentified patent for safety considerations. The 


Lenten season smells of ‘tinapa’ in Tarlac 


Santa, when many Filipinos stay away 


and Dagupan City. 


icemblem come about? 
urban 


md 


tilapia, never left us.” 


Leonardo ullao, a native of Talaga, 
is said to have brought home the 
know-how from Bataan, where he 


worked in a tinapa-an shop. 


tured in local fishponds; the rest come 
from Navotas in Metro Manila, Bataan 


So how did this exultation of tinapa 
as nothing less than the town's econom- 


The way Talaga Barangay Chair Car- 
lito Mariano tells it, the story is just a 
notch away from being a legend. “Tina- 
pa-making sustained us through the 
very hard times of the 1960s. The skill 


‘At the time, Mariano recalled, Capas 


patient was under voluntary quarantine “forthe 
net few days in a private hospital" Bunye said. 

Не said the President's revelation was jus 
a reminder for our countrymen to take care 
though we're nor yer SARS-nfected" 

“Our status technically is still SARS ree" 
Bunye said. “For us to be included in the 
SARS-infected list, there must be local or sec- 
ondary transmission." 

He did not give details except to say that 
"precautions have been taken so that the dis- 
nse will not spread" Carlito Pablo 


was one of the country's political hot 
spots, "We lived a very difficult life.” 
But once started in their barangay, ће 
smoked-fish enterprise immediately 
caught fire, One of those who took it se- 
riously and never looked back was Mar- 
fano's mother, 

"I remember being around her a lot, 
watching while she made tinapa," he 
said, "We got by. The whole village got 
by: Even those who merely arranged fish 
in the bilao (bamboo trays) got to take 
home some of the finished product." 

‘They sold their produce in Angeles 
City, or in Barangay Dau in Mabalacat, 
Pampanga. Before they knew it, Talaga. 
had become the region's tinapa center 
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Bid to sell RP assets in Japan revived 


From pagel parcels of land acquired by Manila Тһе two Kobe properties are tion's plan to dispose of state- Те Fujimi property, which ters forembassy staf, 
in 1958 as part of the Japanese in- smaller, “a total 03,400 sqm. for owned assets abroad is aimed at houses a four-story bulding and Тһе government projected 

“Tes because of the Roppongi demnity for Philippine losses in life both lots," Recto sald. raising badly needed funds. the Philippine ambassador's resi- earnings from rental and leasing 
experience, A July 1990 ruling of and property during World Warll. Recto said the four Japanese The couneis guidelines on the dence, was then valued at about fees of at least 684 billion yen 
the Supreme Court sald the Exec- In 1990, Aquino pushed forthe properties "have been on the disposition of dle state properties 7.7 million yen per sqm, accord- during a 20-year period, once the 
utive had no right to dispose of sale of the property to raise funds table for a long time,” cited the govemments “limited ing to Asset Privatization Trust properties were fully developed. 
that property which the tribunal for the cash-strapped Compre. "Тһе Privatization Councll has resources; among other reasons, — records Recto said his “mandate is to en- 
said was part of the public do- hensive Agrarian Reform Pro- been very public about it. Thats According to Recto, “the imen- Тһе Nampedakmachi site sure whatever effort is undertaken 
main,” Recto noted, As such, the gram, her administration's cen- something weve been talking tion is to develop the Tokyo and hosts a two-story building ané wil have the greatest degree of 
high court ruled that the piece of terpiece project. It would also about as well, not kept under Kobe properties along the line of the Philippine Embassy. In 1988, transparency and faimess.” 
land cannot just be alienated, have helped seite part of the wraps,” contrary toclaimsbysome the Roppongi, almostlike BOT or the property was assessed at Не referred to the guidelines 
transferred toanotherorsold, country’s foreign debt, then administration crits, Recto said, build-operate-transfer." about. million yenpersq.m. ол the disposition of idle state- 

Recto recalled that "when my amounting to $31 billion. ‘The council is an attached agency Actually the govementhadde- Sometime in 1991, a Japanese owned properties his office had 
uncle (the late Finance Secretary ‘The high court disallowed the ofthe Department of Finance.  cidedaseatyaslate 1990 todevel- developer propased to bullda 14- crafted, saying "there is a need 
Jaime V Ongpin) tried to sell the sale, but it has since been leased out. Не emphasized that “nothing op the Nampedai-machi and Fujimi story building with a two-level for uniform, standard and consis- 
Roppongi property during the “Roppongi is done. But un- will be lost and a lot could be properties, following the Supreme basement for parking in the Fuji- tent guidelines for the privatiza 
term of President Corazon known fo many the Roppongi ex- gained by opting fortransparency Cour ruing that state-owned ті property, tion procedure to ensure trans- 
‘Aquino, he got а lot of flak be- perience was successful rom the in the disposition of both the properties in Japan cannot be sold in Nampedai-machi, a three- parency and efficiency.” 
cause ofthat idea of his.” ointofview ofbeingable tocon- Japaneseand US properties."  — withoutcongressional approval. story building with ‘basement "Му objective is to give the 

"(For some people) it seems vert what was then an underuti Development cost for the two parking and an apartment was government the highest and the 
history is repeating itself. Some lized property into one thar’snow Needed funds lots was then estimated at 15.6 supposed to have been built. Part best value for its assets," Recto 
people have already made con- overutilized. In fact, Roppongi is Just as in the Roppongi casein billion yen (roughly P2.S billion of the building was supposed to stressed. Ч have no other march- 
usions..Tharssortofjumping now shortof space,” Recto said. 1990, the Macapagal administra- in December 1990), have served as residential quar- ing orders,"he added. 
the gun that just because you're With the partial leasing out of 
selling one government property the Roppongi property, "the gov- 
уоп are necessarily infringing оп. emment didit ger substantial cash p тс 


te national ре said Recto. > because we opted to get nore : 201-20 
THe explained “We couldnt space to house our embassy: We à pA 
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sell butwecouldmakeuseofthe  gotsomecash some free spaceand 
properties by other means, There the property revers to is in 50 
are other modes of disposition years. Nota bad deal,” Recto said. 
like joint ventures and build-op- ^ The two Tokyo properties now Provision of Tertiary Education in Engineering, Architecture, Business, 
eraté-ransfer schemes.” subject to disposition are located | Information end Communications Technology and Maritime Education; 
im mixed commereresidental ies Including Training for the Natione and Internetional Industries 

4parcels. areasin Nampedal-machi and Fu- SESS; 

The 3,179-squaremeter Вор. jimi, measuring about 2,500 | E. 
pongi propery is one of four зал. апа 4,400 sq.m. 


An Institution Focused on Customer Satisfaction 
Through Continual Improvement 


à 4 ТР is one among a select number of schools in the Philippines whose Ошайу Management 
fie RE | System (GMB) is certified compliant о the international standard, ISO 8001:2000. 


ecd] » ni $ ‘The standard is founded upon the principle of Customer Satisfaction 
{ | ie \ * ih achieved through Continual Improvement. 
| “The certification covers the entire operation and services of the Institution's provision of tertiary 
шнш, о эщ {инсон education in engineering, architecture, business, information and communications technology, 


шн, ш, 
С еган seriekoak | |. ‘and maritime education including training far the national and international industries. 


COFTA Monobloc Plastic Furniture 
Sn TIBAY at GANDA.. PANGMATAGALAN TALAGA! 
"HOST TABLES RVAMABLE WITH OR WITHOUT DECOR 


е 


mui Тр 180 9001:2000 Certificate of Conformity was issued by Det Norske Veritas (ОМУ) 
Certification Ltd a certfing body accredited by the United Kingdom Accreditation Service (ШКА), 


аскон она T е 
ех 50" өз Ц, $ TECHNOLOGICAL QUEZON CITY CAMPUS. MANILA CAMPUSES 
med фе унасан. ИЕ M 

ыыы арр а ы ны ш E PHILIPPINES Tels. 911-0148 / 9121539, Tes 7339117) 734002 

(A TRADING CORPORATION е : 38 esu S, Quiapo, Mani 
nde, A Те 21-6701 10 04. In coit redefinition of ceni ie 1338 Mega St, Quiapo, Мата | 


THE SARS WAR: 
a mystery unfolds 


More than the ongoing battle in Iraq, the 
whole world is Seriously waging war 
и 

ute Respiratory Syndrome SARS) So 
far, reports from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) lists 17 countries 
sifected by SARS around the world, 
gathering more than 2000 victims, and 
Shore than a hundred deaths worldwide. 


The SARS virus is believed to be 
contracted though droplets - by direct 
Physical contact with infected persons or 
Through contact with contaminated 
objects: Droplets are vapor that come out 
of ihe mouth when a person coughs, 
Sneezes, or by merely talking, 


Mystery solved? 

‘The good news is that laboratory experts 
have identified а possible ause of the 
silent enemy -a new strain of the 
coronavirus, WHO, along with 1 other 
Jaboratories around the world, is now 
continuously conducting diagnostic tests 
Sid possible treatment to control this 
‘Virus and eventually treat SARS patients. 


DOH: alert and ready 
prep epe 
шерин рш messes 
Күн оке ME IM 
doc кшш 
дыша О ар а 


DOH advisories recommend travelers, 
articular those coming from ает 
Breas like Hong Kong, China, Vietnam, 
and Singapore to remain at thelr homes 
for at least 7 days to check for SARS 
symptoms. Symptoms Include fever 
Higher than 38°C for three days, followed 
by dry cough and difficulty in breathing, 


Alcohol: a possible ally 
‘With the identification of coronavirus as 
a possible source of SARS itis advisable 
to use 70% Isopropyl Alcohol to disinfect 
hands, Using A орел cohol has 
jeen proven to contral common viruses 
like the coronavirus, The public is also 
advised to prevent SARS infection by 
‘wearing masks with filter if he or she i» 
În direct physical contact with a suspected 
SARS-inlecied person. 


SARS may have done great damage and 
ost many lives, but the world is gearing 
Sip for intensive defense roug) global 
Scientific cooperation 


For inquiries, call DOH IWAS SARS 
Hotline: 741-7048 or 743-1937 or text 
0915-4665823, According to a World Health Organization (WHO) study. 

BAND-AID" the coronavirus may be the cause of S.A.R.S.* 
Disinfect with BAND-AID” 70% Isopropyl Alcohol. 


Kills 99.99% of disease-causing germs™. 


"For more information, visit: www who int 
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Elementary grad misses mom held hostage by Abu Sayyaf 


By ulieS.Alipala 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—Unless а 


mi 


Jeizel must accept that his moth- 


today. 


ofe Montulo, remains a captive of. 
‘Abu Sayyaf bandits in Sulu. Stil 


iracle happens, | 12-year-old 
difficult times. 


won't make itto his graduation 


‘This is because his mother, Cle 


Jeizel wishes to see his mother at- 
tending his graduation, 

He said his mother was his in- 
spiration as she could bring the 
whole family together during 


Jeizel was supposed to finish 
his elementary studies with 
honors, but his grades went 
down during the second period 
of the school year after his 


mother was kidnapped last year. 

Yvonne Montulo, an aunt, said 
Jeizel was able to maintain an av- 
гае grade of only 85 percent. 
She described her nephew as 
"very silent, studious, religious 


and two other herbal medicine 
vendors Nori Bendijo and Emily 
Manticwere kidnapped by the Abu 


Sayyaf in Sulu on Aug. 20, 2002. 
They are members 
"Witnesses. Their two male com- er 
panions were beheaded by the 
bandits a day after the abduction. 
The young Jeizel had to work 
to help his ailing father Ben- 
Jamin, who earnsa living bysell- 
ing fruit juices to neighbors and 
to students at different elemen- 
tary schools 


Y. Jehovah's 
Neil's 


toearn money.” 
Benjamin occa- 
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Adult Diapers 
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sionally receives tai- 
loring work, but he 
cannot keep the job 
because he is suffer. 
ing from pancreati- 
tis and gall bladder 
infection. 

Jeizel sells bot- 
ded water at the 
Zamboanga port. “I 
usually earn аз 
much as P50 for 
about five hours of 


was а 


peddling,” he said. His income 
becomes his and younger broth- 

daily "baon" (al 
lowance). What is left of the P50 
oes to school projects. 

Jeizel said his life would have 
been different if his mother was 
around, "because I don’t need to 
work. He said "it (is) зо difficult 


Yvonne recalled that Cleofe 
hardworking mother. 
“When my brother (Benjamin) got 
seriously Ш, she worked 24 hours 
а day to feed her children and 
bring medicine for Manong Ben.” 
Southem Command chief Lt 
Gen. Roy Kyamko assured the 
Montulos that “Cleofe, Florida and 
those two others are safe and 
alive." He based his statement on 
revelations of escaped Indonesian 
hostages Pieter Lerrich and Julai, 
"We will do our best, We have 


the best officers in the field who 
could accomplish such tasks, 
though its quite difficult be- 
cause the Abu Sayyaf keeps on 
‘moving its captives, but we will 
catch them," Kyamko said, 

The Montulos said the kidnap- 
pers, led by a Kumander Jimmy, 
had demanded an undetermined 
amount for the four captives’ 
board and lodging. “We cannot 
give anything, We cannot even 
buy a kilo of tice; what more the 
board and lodging fee," he said 

Jeize!s message for Kumander 
Jimmy: "We don't have money. 
Туе been working hard to help 
my family. Please release our 
mother” 

If his wish is granted, Jeizel 
said: "I will kiss her and embrace 
her and I will bring her home so 
that she can rest. Iwill feed her so 
that she will regain her strength.” 


‘SOME of the first Aeta graduates of the Pastolan Elementary School in Pastolan Village, 
Hermosa, Bataan light candles during their graduation ceremony last April 3. 


ALUN ACATUNOICENTHALLUZONDESK 


Aeta village proud of its grads 


From page Al 


both work as grass cutters. 

‘Bautista said she was determined to finish 
high school and college to attain a "desirable. 
degree.” 

"We know that there is.a big world out 
there, a big world beyond high school and col 
lege. An uncertain future awaits us but we are 
mot afraid to meet the challenge,” she said in 
her valedictory speech. 

"The salutatorian, Joy de la Junta, also 13, 
said finishing her elementary education was 
the first step n realizing her dream of becom: 
inga teacher someday. She said she wanted to 
become the first Aeta teacher in their commu- 
niy. 

De la шиа parents work as forest guides. 

“We are very happy that after six years of 
study, we have completed our elementary ed 
tucation, but we are also sad that we will now 
leave our school,” she said. 

Every Aeta in the community, especially the. 
younger generation, has the right to attend 
School and be educated, according to De la. 
Junta, 

"We, graduates, should challenge ourselves. 
to be leaders in the community, We must 
strive to achieve our ambitions, Though edu- 
cation is expensive, let not poverty be ап ex- 
cuse,” she said in her speech, 


Better life 

Florentino Bonifacio, tribal chieftain, said 
the graduates have given the Aeta community 
hope for a better life, 

He urged the students to use their educa- 
Чоп as a "weapon" in fighting for their rights. 

"As their village chief, am giving them my 
full support until they finish their studies. 1 
advise them to never get tired of learning new 
things so that they can defend their rights,” 
Bonifacio said in Filipino. 

Edmond de Jesus, social development spe- 
cialist of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Author 
ty Ecology Center, said the SBMA was helping 
the Aeta community by paying the salaries of 
teachers at the Pastolan Elementary School. 

Не said the Aetas in Pastolan Village, most 
of them unschooled, were finding hope and 
courage through their children who are able 
to have a "good and formal education.” 

"The parents of these 18 graduates are real- 
ly happy to see thelr children complete their 
elementary education. They cannot help but. 
сту because they feel that finally, their chi 
dren will not grow up illiterate,” De Jesus 
sald, 
|. Amethya de la Llana, chief of the SBMA 

Ecology Center said the first batch of Aeta 
graduates of the school would always be re- 


membered. 
“You will bea part of the history of Pastolan 
Village, Рт sure that many children will fol 


ti! Pimercury APUY were 


low your good example of perseverance and 
courage. You will be the first ones to defend 
the rights of your community" De la Шапа 
said. 

"Competition is everywhere but asan Aeta, 
you should prove to them that you can make 
ito the top." 

1n 1998, the SBMA Ecology Center formu: 
ated the Indigenous Peoples Development 
Program for the Pastolan Aeta community. 


Magkonana tribe. 

‘The Aeta here belong to the Magkonana 
tribe of Zambales and Bataan that had laid 
Claim to huge areas of the Subic freeport long 
before che Spanish occupation. 

Some 150 Aeta families live in the village. 
‘They have opted o live ina community where 
they can practice their own social system and 
establish thelr own livelihood. They survive 
sing the resources of the surrounding 
forests 

"The SBMA health and welfare group pro- 
vides ity wth medical and dental 
assistance. Being "experts" on the jungle, they 
are tapped by the SBMA as forest rangers and 
forest guides. 

"The Pamulaklakin Forest Trails and the 
Jungle Environmental and Survival Training 
Camp provide them with additional liveli- 
ood through ешеш! demonstrations forest 
tours and maintenance of picnic areas. 


JOY dela junta, the class salutatorian, gives her 
fatheradss, | AL/NAEAUNOROLCNNTTALLTCN DE 
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SPORTSWATCH ` 
AsianF3 slated 


FOLLOWING the cancellation of the first leg of the 
Asian Formula 3 Serias at Malaysia's Johor Cir- 
cuit due to the SARS scare, teams and drivers 
started preparations for the second leg which is 
slated on May 10 and 11 at the newly refurbished 
Subic International Raceway. Expected to figure. 
prominenty inthe Philippine rounds of the seres. 
sponsored by Pagcor and promoted by Colby 
Ventures, are Castro! Team Goddard with Ambi 
Pur teammates Mark Goddard-the Manila based 
Briton and defending 2001 champion and 2001 
Philippine ЕЗ champion Jojo Silverio. Expected to 
crowd them are 2002 Aslan Formula Renault 
‘Champion Enzo Pastor, who is taking over the 
seat vacated by Silverio at Team Tom's Asla; Pe- 
pon Marave ofthe Shell Marave Racing Team; 
Richard Joson of Team Denso JF3 and JP Tuason 
ofthe newly organized Speedtech Asia. 


Air Force prevails 

PHILIPPINE Аг Foroa finally emerged champion in 
the Garth National Beach Football Luzon Cup 
wich the past has been the domain of Philippine 
Атту after beating tre defending champions 4-1 0 
‘earn a trip to the rational fas In Boracay next 
‘month Earlier, PAF booted ол Mama Sita 4-1 inthe 
Semifinals he Army edged out В Magistrado 2-1 
toadvance to te finals of te two day toumament 
паза Subic and sponsored by Gatorade, Ума Min- 
eral Water, Centrum. and Computer Minds, sup- 
Ported by the SBMA, National Sports Gril and tne 
Philippine Sports Commission. 


Lagon solo champion 
COCKER-breader Sonny Lagon continued his domi- 
metn ot the local derby creuit as he adas another 
feather on his сар via solo championship perfor- 
mance in the just concluded Biboy Enriquez Cock 
Deroy heid at tha Pampanga Coliseum. twas in the 
зато cockpit more than just a week ago during a5- 
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Rockets ve alive 


SEATTLE SuperSonics Rashard Lewis (left) and Predrag Drobnjak double team Houston 
Rockets Yao Ming in the first quarter. 


HOUSTON—Cuttino Mob- 
ley and Steve Francis both 
scored 17 points to lead 
Houston to a 101-86 win 
over the Seattle SuperSon- 
ics in the NBA Saturday, 
keeping slim playoff hopes 
alive for the Rockets. 

The Rockets will be eliminated 
from the post-season with one more 
loss or one more Phoenix win. 

Houston stayed alive for at 
least one more day thanks to 50 
percent shooting from the field. 

Mobley scored 13 of his 17 

rd quarter. 
Seven Rockets hit double fig- 
ures, including Eddie Griffin and 
Glen Rice, who both had 15 
points. Yao Ming added 10 points 


points in the 


for Houston. 


Brent Barry had 23 points to 
lead Seattle while Rashard Lewis 
added 19. Itwas the fourth game 
in five nights for Seattle, which 
closed to within 50-48 at the half. 

But a 25-5 run by the Rockets 
early in the third quarter put the 
game out of reach. 

In Washington, Ira Newbles 
dunk off an offensive dribble with 
eight seconds left gave the At- 
lanta Hawks a 101-100 triumph 
over the Wizards. 

ww — Michael Jordan had 17 points 


in 30 minutes for the Wizards, in? 
cluding a go-ahead basket with 
18 seconds remaining. But he 
missed the game's final shot, а 
20-footer that would have given 
‘Washington the win. 

Newbie and Jason Terry both 
scored 21 points for Atlanta. 

Christian Laenner had 18 
points and 11 rebounds to lead 
the Wizards. 

In Orlando, Tracy McGrad 
bagged 37 points as the Magi 
edged the Boston Celtics 89-86. | 


Nifty present 1 

Meanwhile, Jordan and Patrici 
Ewing gave a nifty retirement 
present to Washington assistant 
John Bach-a new Rolls-Royce. 

“Tm terribly happy and utterly 
surprised," said the 77-year-ol 
coach, who is retiring Кош 
coaching after 50 years. 

wing and Jordan shock 
Bach before Saturday’ night’ 
game against the Atlanta Hawks 
When they suggested the entird 
теат о down to the arena’ 
garage. AR 

compueTe nsus 

ORLANDO 8, Bot & New Jersey 94 
Топто & Airis 101, Наезд 10 
бета 10, New Yo 9 (OT); Dal 
117 Golden Se 108; Нож 101, Se 
SOLA Cen 101, мато 


cocker hosted by Patrick Antonio wherein Lagon 
Just came short о bagging solo victory after suffer- 
ing abig upset in his ast fight. ing his signa- 
ture lines of Blue Blade Sweater crosses, Lagon's 
‘entry loss on its seventh fight for a solo runner-up 
finish during the Battie of Giants one-day 7-Cock 
Derby at the Mandaluyong Sports Coliseum hosted 
by Gol. Carding Dapat. 


Royals surge to 9-0 
CLEVELAND—Nine up, ine down for the perfect 
Kansas Gy Royals. The Royals extended baseballs 
best start in 13 years as Paul Валегапа Michaet 
cher hit two-run homers Saturday to lead the Roy- 
als to 25-2 win over the Cleveland Indians. Atan un- 
Tal, e Royals are the majors' oniy undefeated 
team and are the first club since he 1980 Cincinnati 
Reds to win ts frst nine games. Those Reds wert 
nto win the World Series: К would be hard to 
imagine the smal-market Royals duplicating tat, | 
but no one predicted their fast start, eter-especit 
Iy after they went 62-100 last season. AP 


ISNT it ironic that while 
health and sport officials are asking 
Philippine. 
forego their travels and compete in 
SARS-infected countries, the NSAS 
(national sports associations) in table 
tennis, basketball softball and athle 
Hong Kong, Singapore and Viemam, 
the countries most affected by the Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome, to 
play here and mingle with us? Whats 

| with these people? 

"The public is at risk" said a World 
Health Organization expert recently 
"We have to be vi 
for the peoples health and safety 


е country’s 


athletic delegations to 


g athletes from China, 


nt and concerned 


LEAN LiVING 


Manolo R. Iñigo E e] 


SARS is now a global threat.” 

Because ofthis, the Philippine gov- 
‘ernment has postponed a scheduled 
visit to the country of a 100-member 
Chinese delegation headed by Wu 
Bangguo, a ranking member of Chi- 
ma's parliament. Wu was slated to 
meet with House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia from May 6 to 12. There are 


Supreme irony 


also plans to postpone a three-day 
visit here of Vietnamese Vice Presi- 
dent Truoan My Hoa starting on April 


es 2. 


LES Байер 


2126. 


Finance Secretary Jose 
Isidro Camacho announced the post- 
ponement of the 7th Asean finance 
ministers meeting to be hosted by the 
Philippines for the first time on April 


"А lot of people have become un- 
comfortable due to the spread of SARS 
and they agree that we should post- 
pone the meeting," said Camacho. 

As of yesterday, SARS has killed at 
least 120 people and infected more 
than 3,000 across Asia and around the. 


world. Worse, there is no known сше 
for the flu-like disease. 

“I think we have to assume that the 
(SARS) virus is in Asia to stay” said Dr. 
Jim Hughes, chief of infectious dis- 
ases at the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

No wonder many people are not 
buying the decision of local organiz- 
ers to persist in hosting these Asian 
tournaments here, saying these 
sports organizers should follow in- 
stead the example of their govern- 
‘ment leaders who called off and/or 
reset these important events even 
though preparations have already 
started many months in advance, 


Thames International Business School delivers its promise: 


| 


Studying abroad made reachable for Filipinos 


“Filipinos can afford studying abroad. | didn't 
think it was possible at first, but here І am now." 
This was the remark made by Jojan Juson, one of 
Thames Intemational Business School's (Thames) 
students completing her degree in the UK. Јојап 
is taking up Business and Information Technology 
in the University of Portsmouth (UK) and will be 
part of only a handful of Filipinos to finish college 
abroad. atleast for now. 

A few years ago, a high quality college degree 
from a reputable university abroad was close to 
unreachable. This was mainly due to the high cost 
Cf tuition and the cost of iving overseas; only those 
who had the resources were able to go. 

Well not anymore. Thames, with its innovative 
system and globally recognized curriculum effec- 
tively cut the cost of a foreign degree in half 


‘Students take the first two years locally, and finish 
the final 1—2 years in any of the affiiate universities 
in the UK, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, or the 
US. This year, the Thames community eagerly 
awaits the next batch of graduates from the UK. 

‘With the innovative system of Thames, students 
are taught “how to think” and not "what to think” 


Thames, with its innovative 
system and globally 

recognized curriculum 

effectively cut the cost of a 


foreign degree in half. 


Below is a partial list of Thames students currently studying abroad: 


New Zealand 
JOSE PAULO BORJA 

Austral 

JR FAJARDO 

MARICAR MLAN 

MICHELLE бо 

МАВЕЦЕ GENEVIEVE ANG 
Unltd Kingdom 

JEDFREY TAN 

CHRISTIAN PAUL CHAN 
CHRISTIAN AUGUSTUSS BERGARA 
JOJAN PAULA JUSON 

JEREMY NGAW 

JENNY ONG 

МАЯСАМЕ NG 

SHAINA REGINA ЗАМА 

МА. THERESA LEUNG 
[ROSEMARIE BONIFACIO 

RONA LISSA GUINTO 

MELVIN GAW 

MARINA SURLA 

KERRI GAIL ONG 

JOHN JOSEPH PEREZ 
GAMALIEL GASRIENTO 

ELEAZAR LAMPA 

КОЛ 

RICHARD FRANCIS PANGANIBAN 
JOHN PACIFIC CASTRO 
ANWILLSUN SO 

MARK SENG 

ALEXANDER APOLLO ARELLANO 
ABIGAIL PENALOSA 

MA. KATRINA VILLARICO 

TEDDY CHENG 

IELEEN ELIZABETH DELA CRUZ 
DEEPTI SELOPAL 

JASMINE NGO 

ANDERSON ТАН 

KRISTINE BARANGAN 


Massey University 


Cenal Qoeorsand Universiy 
Certa Qoeecsiand Unversity 
Universi o Souther Cogonsand 
Curtin у ot Technology 


Univers of Portsmouth 
Middlesex Universty 
University of Portsmouth 
Universty of Portsmou 
Univer of Portsmouth 
University of Portsmouth 
Univorty of Herordstira 
Univers of Hertordsice 
Univers of Portsmouth 
маек Unversity 
Омот Brookes University 
‘Oxford Brookes University 
University of Portsmouth 
Univer of Portsmouth 
Univers of Herons 
Univer of Plymouth 
University of Portsmouth 
Univers of Hertiorasnire 
University of Portsmouth 
Univocay of Hocfordeire 
Омот Brockas University 
Middesex University 
Unversity of Portsmouth 
Univer of Portsmouth 
Coventry University 
Tramos Vatoy University 
rior of Непогано 
Madosex University 
Ошо: Brookes Univorsiiy 
Онога Brookes University 
Midsetax University 


Students are bound to know not only the theories 
but also the application of the concepts learned in 
cass. 

To prepare the students for a challenging Ме 
abroad, they are groomed to better adjust in а 
different country. They go through leadership sem- 
inars and are subjected to high-impact values- 
formation activities that develop strength of char- 
‘acter. A challenging atmosphere and a culture of 


lessons taught. "We prepare the students to become 
challenge oriented," explains Thames’ Director, 
Mr. Joel Santos. "Only when they are prepared 
mentally and emotionally wil they be able to excel 
‘More than a school, Thames has effectively 
become а community, a microcosm of 
the worl that the students and teachers 
move in. Once in the UK, the earlier 
batches help the newer students adjust 
to Ме abroad. 
Earlier this year, а new batch of 
students from Thames left the country 
to pursue thelr dreams of earning a 
foreign degree. "We are extremely proud 
of the performance of our students in 
the UK. We have received word from 
our affiliates that they are doing very 
well and are performing admirably," says 


‘Thames’ President, Vivienne Tan. She is confident 
thatthe future batches willbe able to excel as their 
‘earlier counterparts too. “itis a dream come true. 
not only for the students, but for us educators as 
well to see them go abroad. Because we feel that 
for every fulfilled dream is a (ШӨ promise from 
us to provide a better way of earning quality edu- 
cation overseas," Tan ended, 


For more information sbout Thames and possible scholarship, 
‘oppurtunites, intrested students and parents can visit tha 
‘Thames Easiwood Campus, or сай 687-4796 037, 


Exam dates: 


Time: 
Venue: 


THAMES. 


=] GC INTERNATIONAL: BUSINESS SCHOOL 
г College Application and Admission Exams: 


‘Thames International Business School is now accepting college transferees 
and freshmen for the School Year 2003. 


Courses Offered: 
= Business Administration 
* BA and Information Technology 
* Marketing 
* Mass Communication 
* Entrepreneurship 


12 Orchard Road, Eastwood City Cyberpark, Libis, Quezon City Tel, No. 687-4736 to 37 or 687-5808 
‘Email inquire@thamesedu.ph 


April 5, 2003 

April 12, 2003 

April 26, 2003 
100PM-430PM 

Thames Eastwood Campus 


na 


Maggert up; Tiger 4 off 


From page A24 


gave him a four-shot cushion at 
the raindelayed tournament's 
halfway point, led for most of 
round three before he was over- 
taken on the back nine by a fast- 
finishing Maggert. 

Wels, who found the water at 
the par-five 13th, also bogeyed 
16 and 17 as he lost momentum 
"while Maggert, who birdied five 
ofthe last six holes, vaulted to the 
top of the leaderboard with a sht- 
under-par 66. 

"The 39-year-old Maggert, who 
was third at last year’s US. 

Open, finished on fiveunder 
211, having begun his round sev- 
en off the lead. 

Weir carded a three-over 75 
and had to settle for second place 
atthree under one stroke clear of 
2001 U.S. PGA champion David 
‘Toms and 2000 Masters winner 
Way Singh, who produced 
matching rounds of 70 to finish 
on2i4. 

Jose Maria Olazabal, winner at 
‘Augusta in 1994 and 1999, fired 
а second successive 71 to join 
‘Woods at one under, along with 
Phil Mickelson, who carded alev- 
ebpar 72 as he chased his first 
major title in his 43rd star 

Saturday is traditionally 
known as “moving day” in major 
championships and, in the sun 
baked conditions at Augusta Ма- 
tional, Woods responded by re- 
lentlessly moving into contention 
for the first of the year's four ma- 
jors. 

Chasing his ninth career major, 
Woods completed a second 
round 73 in the morning thar just 
Kept him in the tournament at 
five over- and 11 strokes off the 
lead. 

"The las time he failed to play 
the final two rounds of a major 
маз at the 1996 Masters аз an 
amateur. 

Не has now gone 102 tourna- 
ments without missing the cut, 
the third best record on the PGA 

fer Byron Nelson, on 113, 
Jack Nicklaus, on 105. 

"Woods struggled with his put- 

ter during the second round but 


һе hit back with three birdies in 
his first si holes after teeing off 
atthe 10th. 

He holed a 50-foot putt for 
birdie at the par-four 11%, and 
then took full advantage of the 
two par fives on the back nine, 
collecting birdies on 13 and 1510 
move to three under for his 
round, 

“I made a big putt there on 11 
and got something going,” said 
Woods. "Today I knew, iff could 
just get things going, that I could 
‘get back in this tournament." Fur- 
ther birdies at the second, the 
par-three sixth and the seventh 
lifted him to one under overall 

ind he lipped out from 12 feet 
with his seventh birdie attempt at 
the ninth, his last. 

British Open champion Emie 
ЕБ, tied for 10th at the tourna- 
ments halfway stage, surged into 
а share of third place at one un- 
der par after 11 holes before a 
late stumble. 

The world number two had fired 
а superb sixunder-par 66 to make 
the halfway cut after opening with а 
75, and launched round three in 
rollercoaster fashion. 

He bogeyed the first, birdied 
the second and then dropped an- 
other shot at the par-three fourth 
before closing to within six of the 
lead when he holed out from 148 
yards for an eagle-two at the sev- 
enth. Reuters 


3rd round scores: 
э1-де1мәдеп 72-73-66 
210-Mike Wor 70:58-75 
2-Miay Singh 72-71-70, David Toms 
тыз 
АБП Woods 76-73-65, Jose 
Nara Olazabal 7271-7, РЫ Ма 
тыы? 
16-а Furyk 72-7271, ил Mato 
79-1669, raton Bed 78-71-71 
О-ВА Beem TETAN. 
Mena 7671-0, Erie Es 79-66 
Chol 76-69-72, Fed Couples 73 
нек Price 70-75-72, Рай Lawrie 72-72 
73, Ну Barnes (amateur) 6974-75 
Zib-Horter Mahan (amateur) 73-72- 
73, Tmn Car 72:75-71, Angel ara 75 
TETI Cs Aley 76-72-70. Reuters 
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WOODS celebrates making a birdie on the 6th hole in the third round. 


DIMINUTIVE Nikki Wolny and 

Arabian-based Dhuran Juni 

ciation (ОЛА) teammates Aak 

and Natasha Rizyi contim 

ous run in the 2003 Milo Junior Tennis Cup 

and Regional Workshop yesterday at the 

Olivarez Sports Center indoor courts. 
Wolny ousted Jasmine Tan Ho, 6-1, 63, to 

barge into the quarterfinal of the unisex 

der division, while Mehta and and Rizyi de- 


Wolny, Saudi netters triumph 


lished Куе Cordero, 63, 60, and Juan Op- 
бета, 60, 6, respectively in the Mio net- 
fest organized by Chikirenls Tennis Workshop 
and supponed by Wilson balls, adidas and 
Spons Kids with a Group-2 Pika sanction. 

‘Ah Rizyi, another netter of DJTA coach 
Аш: Raseed, had edged Edwin Olivarez, 6- 
4, 7-6, in they boys 14-under bracket 
fore falling to Tannie Apacible, 6-4, 6-2, in 


the boys 12-ander class. | 


Ateneo bet 


wins crown 
BAGUIO. СПҮ—Ме- 
necs Pocholo Macalino 
took the spotight by 
beating Leander 
$ Laam, 64, 26, 63, 
@ recently to annex the 
"unisex 10-under tide in 
the Jumaphil Cup at 
the Baguio Tennis Club. 
Macalino notched 
j his fourth tte, includ- 
ing the Райа Classics 
in Angeles Ciy and 
San Pablo City He was 
runner-up in the An- 
drada Cup and Head- 
Penn Mania Polo Chub 


Tangalin, 
while Olongapo Сту 
ber Nico Riego де Dios 
defeated local Jet Tan 
galin, 62, 62, forthe 
1ёшдегийе. 


Hilado tilt 
listing on 


group tennis touma- 
ment slated April 21 
Z7 at the Rizal Memori- 
al Tennis Cemer. 
Players who wis 
Join may contact Loida 
Mallare (tel. по. 525- 
6434). Deadline of en- 
myison Apel 15 at S 
pm. 
The  Phita-sanc- 
tioned group 
offers 120 points to 
the winners. 


Archers seek 
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Tabuena ^ 


Tour cast 


By Jong Arcano 


MIGUEL Tabuena makes his debut in 
the Samsung Jungolf Tour today at 
the Faldo course of the sprawling Ea- 
gle Ridge Golf and Country Club ex- 
pected to get all the adulation from 

is peers for a job well-done last week 
in Kuching, Malaysia. 

The little prince of local jungolf will be the 
hot favorite in the Class E (8 years and un- 
der), his confidence boosted by a sensational 
stint in the Sarawak Junior World Masters 
where he dethroned the defending champion 
in runaway fashion and even outscored the 
taller, bigger Class D entries. 

Tabuena flew back Friday and wasted no 
time preparing for his next outing where the 
International School grade schooler gets to 
face familiar rivals like Bino dela Paz and JR 
Gonzales. 

АП of the big names in the five age-group 
classifications are in the field of 120 players 
who registered for the 54-hole tilt serving as 
the second leg of the Samsung Tour also given 
major backing by Philippine Airlines, Airlift 
Asia, Air Liquide Phils., Global Lighting and 
Exito Manufacturing, 

Champions of last week's well-attended 
John Hay leg, meanwhile, аге out to score re- 
peat victories. 

They are lan Rey Intal and Katrina Gonza- 
Jes in Class A (15-17 years), Magnum Baku- 
mawa and Gerileen Handog in Class B (13- 
14), Jordan Mamaril and Mia Picco in Class С 
(11-12), Dottie Ardina and Wolen Juan Su- 
peral in Class D (9-10) and Dela Paz and 
Christina Potenciano in Class Е (8-under). 

"Wilson Sports Philippines through its gen- 
eral manager Jun Jun Plana is boosting the 
prize package of the event as the equipment 
sponsor for the leg 

Meanwhile, Gerry Handog, president of the 
organizing Junior Golf Foundation of the 
Philippines, said yesterday that Most Valuable 
Player awards wil be given to the best jun 
golfer during the summer circuit of the year. 


repeat over 


Eagles in golf dual meet 


THE LA SALLE Green Archers will try to 
keep possession of the Ambassador Valdes. 
Cup when they clash with the Ateneo Blue. 
Eagles anew in the 16th edition of their. 
annual golf dual meet which will be co- 
hosted by Canlubang and Manila Golf on. 
May 6-8. 

In addition to the traditional age-group 
competition, this year’s jubilarians (HS’ 
78) are planning to include a special side 
event following the Ryder Cup format to 
spice up the competition chiefly spon- 
sored by PLDT, Smart Pepsi and Taylor 
Made. 

The side-event is to feature 32 of the 
best players of the contending schools 
competing under a match play format with 
the results also contributing points to the 
overall standing. 

‘The tentative lineup for La Salle: Paul 
Salvador, Tony Olives, Raffy Garcia, Abe 
Rosal, Ronnie Liteaua, Richie Garcia, Dan 


Salvador Ш, JR Тапріпсо, Caloy 
Coscoluella, Alex Montelibano, and Fran- 
cis Gaston. 

The Ateneo side is bannered by Kit 
Lopez, Jingy Tuason, Mari Hechanova, 1g- 
gy Clavecilia, Bong Brobio, Jeric Hechano- 
va, Junjun Plana, Pepot Inigo, Joel Opaco. 
and Manoling Chan. 

The three-day, two-course format 
should give way to faster play and im- 
proved scoring, 

On May 6, senior division (60 years and 
above) entres will tee off at Manila Golf Club 
and the rest at Canlubang Golfand Country Club 
where ages 50-59 play at the South, ages 19 and 
below as well as the Ladies Division at the North. 
On May 7, the 40-44 bracker will be at che south 
and 3039 at the north and on May 8, those in 
the 45-49 level will be atthe south and the 20-29, 
atthe north, 

The same modified blind Callaway for- 
mat will be applied in the tournament. 


АСЕ promoter Bobbit Ples presents the "Ra- 
batitat Ratratan sa Cavite Super 4-Cock 
Derby” at 5 p.m. today at the Cavite Сойзе 
um. A total of 96 matches are on tap. 

“The big field of participants willbe bannered 
by twotime inerational champion Wiliam 
Go, engineer Sonny Lagon ofthe famous Blue 
| выде Farms, Ronald Singson, brothers Bong 

Revilla and Marlon Bautista, Alan Tan, former 
ambassador Danding Cojuangco, Mandaluy- 


Ratratan’ 4-cock derby gets going 


оп 9-Cock champion Jun Marasigan, lawyer. 
Rudy Salud, Lito Onilaza and Vice Mayor 
Nestor Mercado, OPMI president Vic YU, RB Bi- 
mangonan, Mayor Vic Amante, Gov. Antonio 
Kho of Masbate, Geny Ramos, Louie Cut, 
Charlie, Wiliam Co, Mayor Ashley Arayata, Ag- 
Jawin Group, Emitte San Juan of California, 
among others. 

For details, call 046-9709971 or 046- 
5021484. 


SUERTRES 6) 4, 9; 


(In exact order) 


SUPERLOTTO 6/49 
17, 


; 41, 
алу ag Wag 


MONDAY, APRIL 14,2003 


Thunder rout 


Kings, 105-97 


Yeng’s wards post 8th straight win 


‘GAMES WEDNESDAY (Phisports Arana) 
5:00 p.m —FodE vs San Miguel 
Ti pm. DIN Tu vs Stn. ша 


bothers me a lot,” the 1999 rook 
ie ofthe year added. 
Jimwell Torion, Willie Miller 


and the all-around offensive fire- 


By June Navarro 


power of Red Bull caused Меп 


frustration as the Thunder ce- 


ANOTHER painful night for 
Eric “Major Pain" Menk and 
the Barangay Ginebra Kings. 
Batang Red Bull wasted the 
monstrous efforts of Мелк as the 
Thunder streaked to their eighth 
х victory with a lopsided 
105.97 win over the Kings last 
night in the Samsung-PBA АП Fil- 
ipino Cup at the Philsports Arena. 
Menk, one of only five players 
in the league who continue to 
register a double-double perfor- 
mance every outing, barreled his 
‘way to 38 points and 10 rebounds 
inan almost no-relie game. 
"Terrible. 1 dunno what's caus- 
ing these setbacks. We folded again 
and its very very frustrating,” said 
a visibly fagged out Merk. 
"Tm not happy We'd like to win 
this one but we didn't and that 


Fortunate 


ers (2-8). 


Alaine Lou Antonio 


mented their hold of the lead in 
Group B with a 9-1 record. 

“We're not concerned with the 
win streak anymore. We're now 
experimenting on defense and 
different player combinations, 


"s working for us," 


said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao, 
whose Thunder have now beaten 
every team in town. 

As the Thunder cut loose early 
in the fourth quarter, Guiao had 
the luxury of fielding all of his 
men with seldom-used players 
like Nelson Asaytono, Anton Vil- 
loria and Vince Hizon joining the 
scoring fray, 

"The Kings have now lost three 
games in a row and fell to 3-7. 
‘They are in danger of sharing the 
cellar with the Shell Turbocharg- 


GOLF: 2003 US Masters, Final Round, 7 
pam. (9, APRS 

BASKETBALL: NBA - Spurs v Suns, 9 
‘am. (r10 pm), Soa 
sam, 630 рт, Lakers v Blazers, 7 
pam, ВС13 

MNBA Anthology - 1887 Los Angeles Lak- 


With a report from 


Co powers Viva past Blu Star 


By Dennis U. Eroa 


CEBUANO hotshot Joel Co continued 
his return to form ashe powered Viva od. 
Mineral Water to а stunning 72-66 
vietory over Blu Star Detergent yes- 
terday in the Sunkist PBL Unity Cup 
atthe San Juan Gym. 

The foot Со, who formerly 
donned the jerseys ofthe Manila Met- 
rostats and Socsergen Marlins, sank 
two crucial jumpers as Viva repulsed 
Blu's determined rally in the fourth 
period and scored its third straight 
win after starting with two straight 
losses. 

Ae failing to make the PBA despite 
being drafted by Purefoods in 2000, 
Co, a star of the University of San Jose- 
Recoletos, toiled in the MBA. He was 
recruited by coach Koy Banal at 
start of the conference to add experi- 
tence to the youthful Viva lineup. 

Eager to prove his worth, Co blend- 
ed well to his teammates, emerging 
as Vivas leader. 

“Tm thankful to the Lord for giving 


Padilla Cup takes Lenten break 


By Roy Luarca 


LIKE many sports events the 3rd Sen. Ambro- 
sio Padilla Cup is going to take a Lenten break 
and will resume next week. 

Aside from unbeaten Letran, other Senior 
teams ready to spend their week-long vaca- 
tion contented are University of Santo 
‘Tomas, Mapua and Philippine College of 
Criminology. 

Multi-titied San Beda College and Letran 
are setting the pace in the Junior division 
while esum and Adamson are leading the 
women’s field. 

‘The UST Tigers banked on the hot hands of 
Jemal Vizcarra and Derrick Hubalde to down 


me the chance to return to the PBI,” 
said the 27-year-old Co, who scored 
all his four points in the fourth peri- 


Blu dropped to 3-2 and must blame 
itself for its failure to sustain a strong 
start, falling victim to Viva's trapping 
defense in the second period, 41-28. 

Shooting poorly from the field, the 
Detergent Kings found themselves 
trailing, 40-28 at the half. Tristan Co- 
‘damon bannered a Blu uprising in the 
next two quarters but Viva held its 
ground. 

Gerard Jones wowed the crowd 
with two. 
ren Ybatiez sprinted to an easy layup 
as Banal's charges raced to 
Jead, 5:20 remaining. 

But the Detergent Kings were far 
from beaten. They dropped a 7-0 
bomb to threaten at 63-60, 2:18. 

The collapse, however, did not 
happen as Viva patienly rotated the 
ball, leading to а triple by Dennis Mi- 
tanda and Co's four straight points, 
70-60, 25 seconds remaining. 


In the second game, LBC-Batangas 
downed Welcoat, 57-54, for Из sec- 
ond win in six games, The Paintmas- 
ters dropped to 1-4. 

Trailing by two, 5654, Welcoat 
had the chance to send the game into 
overtime when Alex Compton com- 
mitted a turnover, 7.5 seconds re- 
maining. 

But veteran Jereules Tangcay com- 
mitted a bad inbound to Willy Wilson 
Which was intercepted by Al Mag- 
payo, dooming the Paintmasters' bid. 

Ralph Emerson Rivera split his 
freerhrows and the burly Magpayo 
preserved LBC' win when he blocked 
Marlon Kalaw’s desperation three- 
point attempt 

Scores: 

VIVA T2 Merge 19, Jonas 11, Yabut 8, 
Miscias 8, Үшйег7, Napa 7, p 5, inn 4 бо 
4. Mranda 3. De Guzman 2, Razon D, 

"LU 86—Codamon 15, Gatumbalo 12, 
Mendez, De la биа 7, Garcia G, Gambon Б, 
Lopez 4, Tapes 3, Prior 2, Pascua! 2, Bue- 
Parent 

шалы: 15-18, 4128,85.40,728 


underous dunks and War 


а 63-53 
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Gymnasts take limelight 
as youth sportsfest ends 


ge: 


| 
zn Nai 


ъй Br 
№. 


Dus 


DEN Joscar Vison of Cenral Gym (left) connects against Кемі 
Velasquez of Manila Taekwondo Club (left) during the taekwondo 
ns ofthe 2nd Manila Youth Games. Visan won. aucusrpaAciuz. 


SPORTSTV Compiled by Lorenzo Manguiat 


ws rive For Fh, 7:30 pam, ESPN 
BASEBALL: LA Dodgers vs San Francisco 
Gants, Ват, ESPN 
ports; ВА 2002 NCAA College World Series, 1 pm. 
(0, SP 
TENNIS: Masters Monte-Carlo, 4 p.m. and Я + 
брт. Star Sports 


By Marc Anthony Reyes In category 1 level 2A (begin- 

nets group), Rachelyn Astillar of 
Bo, Obrero Elementary Schoo! al- 
so snared all four gold medals in 
the hoop, bali, горе and individu- 
alall-around, 

Meanwhile, Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza and Manila Sports Coun- 
cil Chair АН Atienza expressed 
high hopes for the city's youth 
and future in spots after the suc- 
cessful staging of the sportsfest 
supported by Philippine Sports 
Commission, Pagcor, МОВА Su- 
perferry, Globe Telecoms, Viva 
Mineral Wate, Power Aid, Victor 
Sports and Pressworts 


А COUPLE of young gymnasts 

fom А. Herrera Elementary 
À School bagged four gold medals 

each to share the spotlight at the 
у close of the 2nd Manila Youth 
Games yesterday at the Rizal 
‘Memorial Gymnastics Center, 

‘Mage Wagan and Rizza Desiree 
Garcia, both 12 years old topped 
the hoop, ball rope and individual 
all-around events in the category 
1 level 2-B (advance group) and 
category 1 level 1 (novice group), 
respectively, of the rhythmic gym- 
nastics competition 


Thé Pineda Hair Clinics. 
specializes in natural hair 
transplantation, our offices has 
helped thousands of men solve 
their һай loss problems. We 
also treat thinning' hair, 
severe dandruff, and 
alopecias. Medical 
solutions available fór 
amm теп and women. 
The Pineda Hair Clinics 
uri patents vented. 
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Feet first 
in comfort 


Мето Manila College, 94-84, in their initial 
appearance in Group A last week at the Rizal 
Memorial Coliseum. 

Vizcarra, a potential national player, top- 
scored with 23 points followed by UST with 18. 

Letran rows the 9-man Group A with a 4-0 
card, followed by Mapua at 2-0. 

It was PCCR of Coach Johnny Tam, howev- 
е, who caused ripples when the Crimebusters. 
rallied from an 8-point halftime deficit to stun 
the UPHR Altas, 73-68, in Group B, which is 
also composed of nine squads. 

‘The Letran Squires appeared ready to chal- 
lenge the powerhouse San Beda Red Cubs 
anew when they debuted with an 85-72 whip- 
ping ofthe Ateneo Blue Eaglets. 
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ed Е Serena dispatches Lindsay 
‘ CHARLESTON, S. 6. Work number one Serena Wiliams continued her 

Dre Undeteated run his season to reach the final f the Family Cirle Cup witha 
Мыр 6-4 7-5 win over Lindsay Davenport оп Saturday. Wiliams, who has won all 

à Of her 21 matchas this yea, wil meet Justine Henin-Hardenne in Sunday's 

final. Henin-Hardenne advanced with an easy 6-2 6-1 win over 17-year-old 
AP 
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в я { 
rt up; Tiger 4 off 
1 Woods resurrects hopes of completing Masters ‘3-peat’ i 


AUGUSTA—Tiger Woods magically tory, after spending his first two rounds sim- Woods, champion at Augusta in 1997, 2001 
resurrected his hopes for an unprece- РУ trying to make the halfway cut, which he and again last yea, still faces a massive chal: 
dented third consecutive US Masters татара with ashorospareatfveover lenge to oui Маде and longtime 

n x leader Mike Wei. 
on Saturday firing a sixsnder-par 66. P ода we all know that any. although he has set himself up for a so- 
to close to four shots of Jeff tying can happen on that back nine,” Woods called "three-peat'or Masters titles, the 27- 
Maggert’s third-round lead. told reporters: d year-old American said this would not afet 
The world number one, who began the day "You just need to get yourself in position. his strategy for the final round. 

narrowly avoiding his fist missed cutinama- Pm four back now and that’s not inconceiv. "It doesn't really enter my mind,” said 
Jor as a professional, reeled off six birdies in able, that’s for sure,” added Woods, who led Woods. "Тт trying to win a tournament and, 
glorious spring sunshine at Augusta National, ог was tied for the lead going into the last ifI win, obviously I take саге of winning three 
мы. ‘or a finalday OUNdofalleightmajrshe has won. атом” 

НЯ кина him perfectly poised for а finalday ‘No player in the 69-year history ofthe Mas- Canada's Weir, whose second-round 68 

MAGGERT watcheshisbirdleput drop nto thecuponthe з ratte titie and another slice of golfing His- -ters has won three green jackets ina row and MAGGERT/ d 
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SUMMER FREEBIESE 
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Globe revs up your summer with INSTANT FREEBIES every time you e-Load 
," Globe Prepaid credits or buy a Globe Prepaid Hi-Memory SIM at Shell Select. 


Run over to participating Shell Select outlets and enjoy these FREE summer perks now! 


мин P500 e-Load credits... , 
eo 


1 1 large Nestea iced tea $ 


f 
or x \ or Г 
1Jelly Pop f wm 1 Tender Juicy Hotdog Sandwich 
лога ae 


————————— 


S ин 


HANDY BETO 


нение” Making great things possible GI I 


" 


MONDAY, 


за Tibay! 
Sulit 


UNDERDOG. Bold starlet Aleck Bovick 
smiles radiantly after winning the best 
actress trophy in last Saturday's Famas 
awards night. To HOTOLAUGUST DR CHUZ 
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eem beats Sharon 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


STARLET Aleck Bovick on Saturday won the 
best actress award for the bold movie "Tampi- 
saw” at the Filipino Academy of Movie Arts 
and Sciences (Famas) awards ceremony at 
the Teatro Arturo Enrile of Camp Aguinaldo 
in Quezon City. 

Bovick, 18, beat veteran actress Sharon 
Cuneta (*Magkapatid"), Alessandra de Rossi 
CMga Munting Тї”), Ara Mina ("Mano 
Po") and Claudine Barretto ("Kailangan Ki- 
ta) for the best actress honors 


onstage 2 ЛА 


NO BNIUNCE FEE 
io ance HE 
S NO ENTRANCE FEE 


ICE KENDI 
JSM EDGE IOBIUNIHE 
СТ FEE 


MIXED-UP 
SS 


SAINTS 
No ENTRANCE FEE 
[REMeDIog BRIDGES 


90.09) 3RD DEGREE 


TIAMARIAS. 
prem FANTASIA 
(208) HARABAS МИМО 
[Pus SRD ШИНЕ oon i 


Bovick, Maria Theresa Tambis in real life, 
was the subject of a law suit filed by her father 
Aurelio Р Tambis who asked the Quezon City 
Regional Trial Court to throw his daughter in 
Jail for appearing in exploitative bold movies 
that showed her in several stages of nudity 
‘when she was only 17. Bovick was only 17 

when the case was filed. 
‘The Famas, the oldest award-giving body in. 
UNDERDOG/ A26 
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sorvico shop at Cainta near Ortigas Junction Offors: 


VEN-BAKED WASHOVER — complete 
painting for Р 20T/ Diamond Finish 6 mos 
warranty Nippon, etc. 
RUSTPROOFING — 
Paint P 4T 
DE-CARBONIZING - Valves pistons exhausts 
adjust valves timing/ complete oil engine flush to 
pass smoke emission test- P3,000 Gas, P4,000 
Diesel 
Aircon Cleaning P500.00 Freon P350.00 
34 Felix Ave., Cainta Rizal near Makro 655-3305/ 655-1182 


plus undercoat with 3-M 


a 
Weinstein 


1ш 


CEN 
fied) 227-7701 Мамин: Conginee Merten 


Prepare to get hooke 


Feel the FORCE this Holy Week. 


The Ford On-the-road Response Crew and Equipment." 
Get free check-ups in Metro Manila and Pampanga Ford dealerships up to April 16. 
Holy. Week FORCE is from April 17 - 20. 


Athe Rosario Shel у 


at the Tagaytay louis! 9 


ston, Aguinaldo Highway; Tagaytay ну. 


e t PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER c EU 


о — ETRO..... MONDAY, APRIL 14,2003 


MMDA WARNING ON А Chasing the drug monster 
Don't patronize sidewalk vendors з: sees У 


old lass in Hulo, Mandaluyong 


City, where the son of the 
By Christian V. Esguerra campaign to clear the streets of transaction,” Anumber ofvendors,howeves, | barangay chairman is openly Recah Ry 
* allobstructions, Fernando's new approach on һауе resorted to “guerilla” tactics | identified as a drug user, has тыл, 

PEOPLE buying from illegal side- People patronizing sidewalk sidewalk vending problem came to elude the MMDA demolition | jed to a quiet burimeniied РАМА . We _ 
"walk vendors may also be arrest- stalls are as guilty as unruly ven- after he had convinced hawkers team. They now use portable anti-drug drive in the city. school and home should be 
ed for engaging in what the dors in tuming the sueets into a from the perpetually clogged Re- stals that could easily be moved | * That crime had resulted into Шера ош бе 
Metro Manila Development Au- chaotic marketplace, Fernando demptorist Road in Baclaran, during clearing drives. ies ual erica aaa eget eae E 
thority described as ‘legal trans- said. They were moved to two shop- "We have to do this," one ven- | reddens store в drug-free” An individ 
action" "The Supreme Court decision ping malls nearby. dor said, "Otherwise, we would | "One result is this letter from val could emen АКЫШЫ 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando was clear: the streets are beyond The road is now accessible to lose our only source of income.” а lawyer who also offered badge of honor, “I'm drug- 
said yesterday they would not the commerce of man,” he said, vehicles and people visiting the Said another: "We can't afford | what could help put a check to feel The tests would be woe, 
make a distinction between buy. "Buying from illegal vendors is Shrine ofthe Mother of Perpetual to miss the huge crowd flocking | the mounting drug problem in iy but they area prie that wa 
ers and illegal vendors in thelr tantamount to engaging in illegal Help. to Baclaran this Holy Week.” the city. Please share his mes- must and should payi 

es poa 


NBI: Baladjay got 36,000 checks 9 Bankwise | мы” umet 


cutor’s Office in Mandaluyong those who chose to be. anony- 


investors had bounced. sures the government is taking to brought to the office of Assis- “I can understand why 
PYRAMID scam suspect Rose Bal. That number is beyond nor- prevent a repent и raps tant Prosecutor Flor Silao, someone should fear for his life 
adjay was able to get 36,000 mal. (Multitel) is nota bank ora schemes, which have victimized Quickly finding out who they in those comers of the land 
pieces of checks from several lo- large company,” Diaz said. some two million Filipinos and were, 1 said to the hapless that God and the law forgot. 
cal banks, which she issued to in- He said the NBI and the Securi- foreigners. By Leila В, Salaverria Child's neighbors who came to But in the heart of Metro Mani- 
vestorsofher Mulitelinvestment ties and Exchange Commission Many of the victims are from see them brought to jus- la? And from institutions and 
company, according to the Na- have urged the BangkoSentralng thelow income class, Diaz said. BANKWISE president Dante Ang | tice,"Pinabayaan niyo pang  publicofficials? You believe the 
‘tonal Bureau of Investigation, Pilipinas to instruct banks to be The NBI had said thatthe руга- and eight of the bank's officials | madala rito!” Justices of the Supreme Court 
NBLInterpol chief Ricardo Di- stricter when releasing checks to mid schemes were able to milk in- have been accused of estafa by a Those monsters should be аге corrupt, you should come 
az yesterday said that most of the their clients. vvestors of around P120 billion. Makati prosecutor-for allegedly | skewered like ме do our le- out and say it. Of course, you 
defrauding а retired Spanish | chons, but only after their could get haled to court for it, 
lawyer and two non-goversment | penises were cut and rammed but that is a risk you have to 
Underdog beats Sharon organizations ofP40.S milion: | Gown thelr treats take Whoever said writing was 
Charged in an information | ““Twrote ourmayor sometime supposed tobe safe? Whoever 
sheet filed by Assistant City Pros- | back on the subject of drug said truth was supposed to be 
FrompageA25 compete with Hollywood movies from the Film Academy of the ecutor Carlito Calpatura Were | tests. I said that everybody safe? The tih cim only make 
the country, passed “Dekada 70" іп terms of special effects, we do Philippines last month. Ang, Lazaro Madara, Vicente | should undergo а drug test. you free, notat large.” 
star Vilma Santos in the best ac- not have the money for it. sug- Те Famas gave Eddie Garcia Campa Jr Javier Quintos, Aurora | The appropriate cerdfcation I salute Карамай Side Man- 
tress nomination, Ви unlike саг. gest that we all go back to creat- his 15th acting trophy forhisrole Cruz Jose Mari Martinez, Renato | would be issued them who ansala for tkn che risk of be 
lieraward ceremonies, the Famas ing characterdrven films like in "Bahid." This elevates che vet- Francisco, Enrique Esteban and | passed the test This certifica. img identifed 
awards night was not marred by ‘Mga Munting Tinig, films that eran actor to the Famas Hall of Antonio Ortigas. tion should be required when- Others, like the "civic work- 
protests from losers, are capable of making our coun- Fame next year after receiving _Calpatura charged that the of- | ever one deals with any of the ег, the “cop” and the "political 
Director Gil Portes heart try proud.” five best actor awards from the ficials had conspired to convince | government offices. An ordi- guru", should take heed, As Mr. 
wrendhingtskeonaoungteach — Poresalsowenthomewithan- awards body: Ramon Collado to deposit his | nance ноша be passed requir. de Quiros has said, they should 
er's (Alessandra de Rossi) strug- other best director trophy for the Ро Pascual won his fourth money and that of PRAMAS and | ing all business establishments come out. 
gles in a far-flung barrio in'the same movie, and Brian Homecillo best supporting actor trophy for the Civil Society Foundation’s іп | and schools in the city to re- Rolando B. Teves 
movie "Mga Munting Tinig” won received his second best child his compelling performance in Bankwise inexchange forhelping | quire the certification before Units 203-204 South Star 
theFamasbestpicureaward. supporting actor award for his “Dekada 70,"and Kris Aquino her Collado sort out nis problems | one is employed or enrolled, Plaza. Sergio Osmena Н 
A teary-eyed Portes received role in "Mga Munting Tinig” thirdactingawardforherworkin with the Philippine Retirement | Every business establishment, way Makas Ciy 
the trophy, saying “we cannot Homecillo won the same award “Mano Po." Authority (PRA). 


EMPOWERING FILIPINOS BUILD А HEALTHIER FUTURE 
Total Wellness Empowerment to celebrate EGI-Maxigold’s 3rd Year Anniversary 


Ales is a great and powerful Wellness strives for a new commercial and processed foods immune system, It also helps g MAXIGOLD FINANCIAL 
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the lack of financial means This Wellnessa national advocacy thus ailments they were originally ideal environment for parasites to these free radicals before they сап national, Corporation's MAXI- 
ihe "Hear of wellnes, and iS TOTAL WELLNESS admitted for According to Peoples thrive, Pansitesrobusofthe vial damage the body that will lend to GOLD is now, more than ever 
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ama Paolo Bediones: I want to make 
with ‘Gold  - More movies, have my own show 


PAOLO Bediones insists he is the mar- 


concert E P he biling азн ree ое SHOWBIZ 


four more years before getting hitched. TIDBITS 
-— socane fim se =, "wane ro be sure not Just about my 
perstars come and go, future but also about the future of the Leah Salteri 
VIEWFINDER апау ача im going to marry” Paolo grants. а 
agree that Мота. He admits he envies his "S-Piles" co- 
‘Aumorisstill thecoun- host Richard Gomez whenever he sees says." When Iwas told it was a Sharon- 
пуз original super. him carrying his and Lucy Torres’ two- Richard movie, | didn't care what my 
star This, despite the year-old daughter Juliana, role was. I didn't pass up the opportuni- 
great success of other "I don't want to be too old when I get tyto work with them." 
Major stars before No. married," Paolo says. "I still want to be Paolo plays Sharon's boyfriend. "Its not 
д, таз time, like Atang able to play basketball with my kids.” a role na panggulat or pang-award,” Paolo 
WAR AR dela Rama, Rogelio  Notng bas really been ween about maintains. "But fs substantial enough for 
Nestor U. Torre dela Rosa, Carmen his succeeding romances afer his breakup meto make a mark" 
RESON TONE. Rosales, Dolphy, Tita wih Tisha Silang, but Paolo has been  Inone scene, he wears micro-cycling 
Duran, Gloria Romero, Susan Roces, Fer- linked with a number of girts, Gom bold shorts, which was a compromise with 
nando Poe, о Stars to singers to beauty queens, like his director Lamangan. 

What made Nora unique was her feat of "Evra, Extra” co-host Miriam Quiambao. “Direk Joel wanted me to wear swim- 
practically singlehandedìy setting a new, Paolo, howeveg claims hehashadsome- ming munis because the scene was in the 
more Filipino standard for local stardom. Im one special for a long time now: singer роо] where I was teaching Sharon's son to 
the"70s, when most movie stars weretisaysor Maxine (Annabelle Santos in real life), sim, Paolo shares. “But 1 was not com- 
пуз, dark-skinned Nora won even more fans 22, who briefly had a career here but decid- fortable being seen in cus on the big 
by looking like many of the Pinays who ed to retum to Canada, where she was screen so seed for the cling hors” 
watched her films. bom and raised, о finish her studies. Also being introduced in the same 

“Thus, Nora enjoyed greater audience em- "Махіпе and 1 are in touch every movie is Miriam Quiambao, who plays МО TRUNKS. Paolo Bediones plays the boyfriend af Sharon Cuneta but refuses 
pathy than her predecessors and contempo- day" Paolo says. "We are the best of Richard's girlfriend. to wear swimming trunks in “Walang Ka 
Faries, despite her looking local” rather than friends. Some people may find our se- “Direk Joel really wanted me and 
čimported"—or more properly because oft, up weird. Now that she's in first year Miriam for the roles," Paolo says. Sy Gin, isle lk eb а паа 

‘he really didn't plan to be so successful or college, she is allowed to date. And Тһе most challenging act in the film Letterman or Jay Leno,’ Paolo says 
revolutionary bur thats what she became. AF. Wile tamenjoyinga newphaseinmy for, Paolo is his ight scene win "Therearesilla ко ting want oda 
ter she had broken through, other Pinoy-look- career, I can also go outand have fun. — Richard иен 
ing шеш had an easier Ume ascending to “But after thee or four years when "it was physically tring,” he says. „Kapiling newcomer 
stardom. she finishes her studies and we still feel «тру hard to do cinematic fighting when THE NEWEST addition to the cast of 

“Thue, years later, the Ноу standard forstar- the same way foreach other, well get you haven't even thrown a punch in ОМА 75 “Habang Kapiling Ka" is Yul 
dom reasserted itself, bur Nora's contribution married, he adds. your life, Ive always been a pacifist Servo, best actor Awardee in ths Os. 
still can't be gainsaid, or forgotten. The "host of thee ТУ pro- even when Iwasa kid. Ako ang nasun- Sls International Film Festival 2002 for 

AS for the people who became movie fans grams—"Xtra, Xtra,” “Digital LG Quiz rak once while Ewas trying to preventa LAV Diaz's “Batang West Side. 
after Nora's star һай started to lose its luster, Show” and "S-Piles"—recently tried his fight I never retaliated. Also ox ырын n Da: 
they may not understand why she continues hand at acting. He is making his movie Fortunately, Goma is experienced in ТОМ, Yul won the best actor trophies 
to be held in such high esteem, despite the debut in Viva ims "Walang Kapalit," doing fight scenes. He guided me Пот the Star Awards, the Gawad Urian 
bigger film hits that younger stars like Sharon which marks the screen reunion of throughout the take." and Cine Manila. 

Cuneta and -Judy Ann Santos have been Sharon Cuneta and Richard Gomez. Paolo apparently impressed his co. | The 26-year-old Yul started out in stage 
chalking up. "When director Joel Lamangan fist workers with bis professionalism, so la like the hilarious “Caught in the Act" - 

"Well, the reason із Nora's stellar longevity. offered the role to him, Paolo didn't that Direk Joe! reportedly wanted him Director Maryo J. de los Reyes, whoman- SOAP STAR. Yul Servo brings his 
After more than 30 years in the biz, herrepa- think twice about accepting it. right away for another movie. ages ҮШ career, was responsible for №5 award-winning talent to GMA 7's 
Tation for thespie excellence remains un- "It was a no-bramer for me,” Paolo") want to make more movies or have Paororazo “Habang Kapiling Ka.” 
matched. Can young comers likes Judy Ann 
Rope to match ihat daunting achievement? 

These thoughts come to mind because No- 
та Aunor is marking her 50th birthday this 
year with a big concert, titled “Gold” at Arane- 
ta Coliseum on May 15. This isa must-see en- 
tertainment event forall of her loyal followers 
and she deserves the accolades that, this ear- 
)y are already being sent her way 

There are worries that her singing voice is 
notwhat it used to be, but we fully expect No- 
та to rise up to the landmark concerts ch 
Tenge 

In any сае, the show has more than just a 
series of songs in store for Nora's fans. it will 
detail he progress through the years in the 
various aspects and phases of her life and ca А 
rect аз singer, actress, woman and Filipino. з | 

Now's costars Gn ber werkday TV soap, em ` AFESFERXEEL.L 
“Bituin,” are expected to guest on the show. 

But even if Nora were all alone on that huge OREST WHITAKER 
Araneta Coliseum stage, “Gola” would still be 

а special treat for the Superstars diehard fol- 

lowers 


Movies on TV 

On HBO: Monday, April 14 at 9 am, 
"Hanover Street.” 2:15 p.m., "Pet Sematary” 
10:30 pum, "Kylie Minogue: Fever 2002 
Live.” Tuesday, April 15 at 4:30 p.m., "This 
Thing Called Love.” 6:30 p.m., "The Cowboy 
Way" I0 pm., "The Mind of the Married Man: 

When We Were Nice." 

Wednesday, April 16, at 6:30 рл, "Ha- 
vana." 9 p.m., “Little Nicky” Thursday, April 
17 at 6 a.m., "Love & Basketball." 8:15 ал." 
"Snow Falling on Cedars.” 10:30 p.m., "Glad-. 
iator.” 3:15 a.m., "The Original Kings of 
Comedy 

Friday, April 18 at 3 p.m., “A Kiss Before Dy- 
ing.” Saturday, April 19 at 10:45 a.m., “Wit” 
9 pm., "Enemy at the Gates.” 11:15 рт, 
“The Mind of the Married Man: When We 
Were Nice.” 11:50 p.m., “Guarding Tess." 

On the Cinemax channel: Monday, April 14 
at6am., "The Caine Mutiny” 9:45 a.m., "Be- 
ing John Malkovich.” Tuesday, April 15 at 10 
a.m., “Cinema Secrets: Amazing Creature." 
10:30, “Lorenzo's Oil. 
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Lenten drama Puppet ‘Pasyon’ in QC, Intramuros, Manila 
episodes aired от veon ot playwright pasyon songs wien by UP ваша va hs year he puppet costumes Ia Amel 


b Я Асали оази ра ed Баа pin асас ово вр dened чи enecited spese Performances will be on Holy Tues- 
ell ba teed marrow tod che iy pe rr bee "o rod Lacy of ie 
оп ‘Eat Bulaga!’ teats dened w iia me Pret, welled seme ol ie enaren at Ашбел Bonifaciotamolete de Macnee el Шу cree 
Ў 
Elmo Makil, who had sung the songs of "which features puppets of a bat, rects UP Teatrong Mulat puppeteers City upon the invitation of the new 
i previous year, “as Baga? tara off О stan and te lide Пе ое 
the raucous laughter and observes long mo. МЕ, who passed away on Jan. 1, towering flying puppets ofthe deviland Yeye Morente, Astrid Tobias, Rio Li.»-Wednesday, 5:30 рап, in Intramuros 
ments of solemnayas it marks the Holy Week 2003, was the chair ofthe Voice Depart- the angel, rag, Zarah Reyes, Len de la Cruz, upon the invitation of Tourism Secre- 
"With special dramatic amd inepitetional MEN in the University of the Philip- Actors give speaking voices to the „Glaiza Cruz, Nina Tavanlar, Ned Di- taty Richard Gordon. 
EU tu College of Musie puppes, which were created originally zon, Aina Ysabel Ramolcte, aps For more information, call 92l- 
n н фо Кош е UP College of Musie by Benader Solina and Maurice Car. impas, Mean Vila and narrator Le. 9773, 
Also from the UP College of Music Бу Bernadette Solina and М: pas, lla, and 
Tested today HolpMendeyieTheMan. , Aso fom the UP College of Musie 
о Rodolfo de Leon 
on the importance of people who make deci- Composed the music for the "Pa мтасв > PG-13 L E 
gies for the better- T ET 1 
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buts. Today, someone 
hashis number 
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TODAY! | 


non-stop laughs in fun, new comedy 
In the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
Jack Nicholson star together for the fist ime as patient 
Кек аген a tes fs ad tl ih 
‘one is which! АШТ ков | 
‘ter а misunderstanding aboard an airplane, mik- АЙ? TARSO ES 
mannered Dave Buznik (Sandler) ® ordered to attend Alls NATIONAL SECURITY 
anger management sessions run” by outrageous TA TEC 
psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson. XANGAROD JACK 
Топией by Buddys wacky end abase SOURS, 
confrontational methods, Dave must decide whether to 
‘crawl back into his shell or stand up for himsel 
Keep his gi (Marisa Tome along the way 
With surprise appearances by top celebrities. mers ПЕЛ 
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Love, death, faith and science fiction 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


ACADEMY Award-winning dir 
tor Steven Soderbergh ("Traffic' 
has dipped his hands in almost 
every genre. As further proof of 
his edgy flexibility he makes a 
foray into science fiction, and Ns 
Bit for 
cca, defies the 
REVIEW ту 
technological wonders ог epic 
outer space showdown 
Instead, his adaptation of the 
novel “Solaris” by Stanislaw Lem 
enters on а love story that pre- 
Sents ponderous questions about 
life, the afterlife, destiny, and oth- 
erworidly miracles. Soderbergh 
also worked as writer, editor and 
cinemarographer on the fim, 
which is a reworking of an ac- 
aimed 1972 Russian movie of 
he same title, directed by Andrei 
‘Tarkovsky. 
“The premisefsintigung.Inan 
undisclosed time in the future, 
psychologist Chris Kelvin 
{George Clooney) is summoned 
by an old associate, Gibarian (Ul 
rich Tukur), to investigare the si- 
multaneous mental breakdowns 
Of the members of a space crew 
he leads. Kevin boards their sta 
tion, which is orbiting а planet 
called Solaris, and he discovers a 
Series of inexplicable goings-on in 
the almost-too-quiet aci 


Resurrected 

= He finds Gibarian in a body 
‘bag, apparently dead for quite 
some time. He also finds two sur- 
viving crew members - paranoid 
scientist Helen Gordon (Viola 
Davis) who petulantly confirms 
that their leader committed sui- 
cide, and her colleague, Snow 
Geremy Davies), an incoherent 
mess who answers Kelvin’s ques- 


Jake Roxas goes bold at last, 
though he doesn’t think he’s a hunk 


By Remy M. Umerez 
Contributor 


THERE are some things in his past in 
show biz that former commercial 
model Jake Roxas would rather for- 
get 

“I was young then and there was 
too much pressure Кот people 
around me,” is ай he will say “Maybe 
1 was wrong and they were right, 1 
cant recall anymore, What 1 know is 
that my family was already affected 
by the intrigues. This is one thing I 
would not allow: wish people would 
just hit at me and not drag my loved 

; ones into it. So, when my contract 

| with Viva expired, 1 decided to lie 

Wasn't he aiming 
when he joined the movies? 

"I was spotted in a shampoo com- 
mercial and Viva offered me а con- 
tract,” he recalls. "At that time, 1 
wanted to buy а motor bike but my 
money was not enough. The offer 
came at the right time. I was the so- 
lution to my problem. My goal then 
was to earn money and buy the things 
Tliked to own." 

By choice, Jake has limited his ap- 
pearances to TV following the expira- 
tion of his Viva contract. For four 
years, he has been a regular on the 
top-rated sitcom "Beh Bote Nga! 
playing the role of a bully named KC. 

"enjoy doing TV even if the raping 
hours leave me completely exhaust- 
ed,” says Jake, “But it is so much fun 
because of ће laughter it provides. 1 
prefer comedy to drama because dra- 
mais heavy stuff and can be stressful, 
тоо. In Већ Bote Nga; we're like опе 

happy family, so there is no room 
for intrigues. 

“In real life, Iam family-oriented. 1 
grew up with my grandma who 
taught me te values of family life." 

Jake would not confirm nor deny 
the rumor that "Beh Bote Nga" is on 
its way out. 

"What about the character he por- 
a ys in the teleserye "Habang Kapil- 
"Sing Ks?" Is his character, going to 
ive? 

"My contraer with the drama 
episode is for two months only" he 
says, "In my last appearance, | маз 


stardom 


SPACED OUT. George Clooney collaborates again with director 
Soderbergh and plays his part without the 


that uses a love story to ask its 
lti-tiered questions. 

‘And many interesting questions 
are given, but there's a point made 
suggesting that sometimes there are 
no answers, only choices. ИЗ easy to 
miss thar, because Soderbergh uses 
a lot of shots that linger too long on 
the atractive production design. 

The muted atmosphere, coupled 
‘with the unusually low pacing, may 
be too much for some viewers о 
handle, unfortunately There arent 
any big, customary action knee jd 
ers because thats the whole point: I 
veers away from the usual, instant 
‘ratification science fiction. 


Ultimate enigma А 

The casing is по less than per- 
fect. Frequent Soderbergh collabo- 
rator Clooney bas totaly los his 
distracting "ЕА" broken-neck 
swagger McElbene s a бан ac, з 
always. Jeremy Davies is entirely 
unrecognizable fom his naive 


een: "Saving Private Ryan” role. And Vi- 


tions with half-unhinged riddles. 

Kelvin soon discovers for him- 
self the real reason à 
riorating psychological condi- 
tions. In his temporary quarters, 
he dreams of his deceased wif 
Rheya (Natascha McElhone), and 
their distant, happier memories 
together. He wakes up, and to his 
utter shock, he finds Rheya be- 
side him: alive, tangible, and a lit- 
tle unaware that she shouldn't 
be, 

‘Convinced that his mind is play- 
ing tricks on him, Kelvin lures her 
into an escape pod, and he effec- 
tively disposes of her “resurrected” 
wife in the vast blackness of space. 
Вис problems don't end there. 

He dreams of her again, and 
wakes up with ber, impossibly 
again. Barely believing itat 
soon sees that this opportunity of- 
fers him a chance to make amends 


for their doomed union on Earth, 


Reyere or discard 

He, Gordon and Snow theorize 
that Solaris may be a massive intel- 
ligence that creates copies of 
man beings plucked from th 
minds. The pinkgassed orb ma 


"Bes, contradicting every logical 
thing they ever leamed back home 
with these strange miracles 
“Solaris” is an exrabainy 


revere as a future dassie, or discard 
entirely asa 

gent effort. Stil, ir ай boils down to 
an either-you-get- 


1 had little inkling 
movie is about befor 
and | was pleasantly surprised. 
1з a subdued exister 


ola Davis is a топ presence that 
counterbalances Clooney's as the 
detached, cold voice of reason. 
Their characters are involving 
individuals, maneuvered into sir 
ations that make you believe their 
pain and confusion. The story 
‘ould be set in a different environ- 
‘ment altogether and cil work with 
the same realism. Faced with the 
ultimate fantastical enigma (So- 
laris can be a euphemism for God 
Mother Nature), the characters 
succumb to thei 
adapt almost automatically in 


sentimental mush involv- 
ing the lovers helps stage a clear 
platform for questioni 

physical laws: How exact 


chances after this lifetime? 
‘Whatever the answers, “Solaris” 


5 far more than the cerebral love 
child of “Sphere,” “Ghost” and 
“Sliding Doors." The tale could 
alienate viewers whose curiosity is 
only piqued by the hype over the 
roughly 40-second Clooney butt 
shot, but it wall certainly placate 
viewers who are naturally inquisi- 


of Satisfaction 


MALE POWER. 


tive in other matters. 
Tes definitely not for every- 
body, but its a milestone for the 
genre. It may be humorless and 
melancholic, but it heavily ap- 
peals to anyone who has ever 
dared question the unanswerable 
meaning of existence, 
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FUTURE PERFECT. Jake is saving money to buy a house and wants to go back 
болеа monthly on а 


GOLD'S 
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shot and there is the hanging ques- 
tion of whether I got killed or am seill 
recovering. I haven't been informed 
yet ofthe character's fate.” 

For the first time, the actor who 
would rather do comedy makes a 
bold move. He is going sexy in Regal's 
sex trilogy, "Xerex." Jake works for 
the first time with Aubrey Miles and 
director Mel Chiongl 

“Maybe if the leading lady had пог 
been Aubrey, I wouid have had a hard 
time doing the bold parts" he con- 
fesses. "Aubrey and Т have been 
friends from way, way back. She used 
to be in the cast of ‘Beh Bote Nga’ as 

girlfriend of Anjo Yllana. 

"it is nice working with Aubrey be- 
‘cause she is cheerful by nature. She 
doesn't seem to get tired. She's al- 
ways relaxed." 

In the “Xerex” episode titled "Kar- 
ma," Jake plays a kiss-and-tell ca 
pus heartthrob, Aubrey falls for him. 


don’t even follow a serious regi- 
men to keep fit,” he admits. "The only 
is basketball, 
t1 try to lessen my food intake." 
Jake says he would not mind doing 
тоге bold roles provided the scri 
a good one. "I liked doing the ‘Karma’ 
episode because it has comedy I 
would rather do sex comedies.” 
Future, Jake is trying to save 
‘enough money to buy a house. What- 
ever he earns, half is deposited in the 
bank. А litle portion goes to a small 
business venture he has put up. 
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the University of the Ph 
where he started takin 
Communication Arts. 

A single parent, Jake turns 26 on 
July 13, the very same day he was dis- 
‘covered for the movies five years ago. 
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Ѕтоск MARKET 


Stocks seen higher on war windfall 


WITH the conflctin ад PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
seemingly over and percep- Am 
tions tat the Philippines 
тау gain the most in Asia 
‘on account of its support 
for the United States war 
efforts, analysts are upbeat 
local stocks may soon get a 
‘much-needed big ift. 

Already, foreign in- 
Wetorshawreumedand "asazazzzas: 3 
avebeennetbuyersinthe — — (Seesteck market raport on Page 84) 
stock market. largely driving the Philippine composite index up 31 
points 101,112 from the previous weeks close. 

"Maybe we're good for another 100 points up in the Phisix. It could 
goas high as 1,300 by June," Eagle Equities Inc. president Joseph 
Roxas sald 

Roxas said blue-chip stocks generally remained good buys, as their 
prices were stil low. 

‘On specific stocks, the broker recommended ABS-CBN Broadcaste 
ing Corp., which reported а good first quarter, and Bankard Inc, which 
announced a shares buy-back program. 

Bankard has said it will buy up to 50 milion shares this month at 
P1.42 each 

‚_ Roxas sad after the buy-back program, the price to earnings ratio 
ofthe credit card arm would only be four times earnings. 

think the market wil be up on thin volume because it's Holy 
Week,” He said. 
ABS-CBN has announced that its consolidated airtime revenue in 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is expected to issue this 
week an executive order mapping out the government's 
strategy in taking advantage of the economic opportuni- 
ties in Iraq's postwar rehabilitation and the country's con- 
tribution to humanitarian efforts ín that war-torn country. 
тох only as an opportunity to ex- 
port pairs of hands but also to 
showcase the Fi 

and engineering capabilities at 
home and their efficiency and re- 
liabity im handling overseas 
jobs. The source said the Presi- 
dent was aware that some of the 
work needed їп Iraq, particularly 
planning and design, could also 
be done in фе Philippines. 


А government source, who de- 
lined to be identified, said the 
President want a coordinated ef- 
fort among the government agen- 
cies to make full use of the coun- 
туз resources in clinching multi- 
million-dollar deals in engineer- 
ing and construction work in Iraq. 
"The source said the President 
saw Iraq's postwar rehabilitation, 
estimated to cost $100 billion, 


inos design 


ar Iraq strategy readied 


The source said the Presidents 
first priority was to secure financ- 
ing and endorsements for qualified 
Filipino contractors to help them 
bag direct contracts for construc- 
tion and engineering works and 
subcontracting arrangements with 
US giants such as Bechtel Corp., 
Haliburton and Fluor Daniel that 
were anticipated to comer most of 
the deals in postwar Iraq 

‘The President was determined 
to avoid the mistakes made when 
the county rushed headlong; 
similar construction boom in the 
Middle East without sufficient fi- 
‘nancial capital. Despite their initial 
success Filipino construction firms 
such as Construction Development 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


DIRECTORS of the California Public Em- 
ployees' Retirement System (CalPERS) are 
expected to decide in favor of retaining the 
pension fund's investments in the Philip- 
pines when they meet on Tuesday. 

But the United States’ biggest pension 
fond would likely put the country under a 
one-year "cure or observation period,” with- 
їп which the Philippines should improve on 
areas where it was found deficient. 

The expected decision of CalPERS could be 
considered an improvement from the recom- 
mendation of Wilshire Consulting in February 
to remove the Philippines from the pension. 
funds ist of permissible investment sites. 

During the cure period, CalPERS invest- 
ment managers will still be permitted to in- 
vest in the Philippines although Wilshire 
had recommended a complete stop in the 
infusion of investments into the country 


CalPERS seen puiting RP 
under 1-yr. cure period’ 


during the observation period. 

‘While the influeftial US pension fund 
has only about $30 million in local stocks, 
its investment decision can influence other 
investors to do the same. CalPERS manages 
around $133 billion in assets, with about 
$1.8 billion in emerging markets. 

‘A source said that ifthe country would fail 
to improve its score in the next annual re- 
view, it would already be removed from 
CalPERS ist of permissible investment sites. 

Ina score of 1 to 3 (3 being the highest), 
Wilshire gave the Philippines last February 
a score of 1.46 using a criteria based on 
market practices and business conducts, in- 
cluding those related to labor, judiciary and 
civi liberties. A permissible investment site 
‘must have a score of two or above. 

The Philippines had argued, in а compre- 
hensive reply sent to Wilshire and CalPERS, 
thar the scoring had at least nine cases of inac- 
‘curacies and seven cases of inconsistencies. 
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(Corporation of the Philippines and 
Папой Resources fell into a finan- 
cial rut абет filing to obtain suffi- 
cient financial reserves to sustain 
their working capital require- 
mens. 

The Philippine Export Import 
Credit Agency (Philexim) on Fri- 
day announced that it was willing 
to guarantee up to $400 million 
per contract but only to Philip 
pine construction firms and labor 
contractors without bad record 
with the agency. 

On the country’s contribution 
to humanitarian work in Iraq, 
the source said the first batch of 
peace-keeping forces would be 
deployed after Easter Sunday. 


DTI pushing 
for tariff hikes 


“THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and Industry has 
started pushing for tariff increases on several 
products at the Cabiner-level Tariff and Relat- 
ed Matters Committee ahead of the scheduled 
duty changes next year. 

‘Asource said Trade and Industry Secretary 
Manuel A. Roxas wanted to initiate the tariff 
changes earlier to give economic managers 
more time to review the changes and the busi- 
nessmen to assess the impact of higher duties 
on their operations. 

"The government had been slow in making 
adjustments in tariff rates in the past years as 
it opted to wait until the new tariff schedules 
were in place before initiating changes des 
manded by industries Roxas had kept cose to 
his chest what industries would get. Among 
the sectors that have filed for higher tariff 
protection are petrochemicals, paper, auto 
motive industry and steel. 

The source said Roxas had informed his 
colleagues in the TRM that the World Trade 
Organization rules allowed tariff changes be- 
fore the application ofthe new levels. Gil. 
Cabacungan Jr: 
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Napocor slashes requirements 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2003 


First-quarter budget 
gap narrows to P57.5B 


А RECONCILIATION of spend- 
ing numbers has reduced the 
preliminary budget deficit in the 
first quarter to about P57.5 bil- 
Jon, a level closer to the govem- 
ments target ofPS5.2 billion. 

Last week, the initial deficit 
mumber was P3 billion lower be- 
cause ofa higher level of prelimi- 
nary expenditures that was slow- 
ly being reconciled. 

Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin said the govem- 
ment's expenditures were on 
track, except for the advanced 


lessen funding risks that the gov- 
ernment was facing this year and 
calm markets unnerved by the 
size ofthe power firm's debts. 

‘Analysts and investors have ex- 
pressed concem that Napocors 
huge requirement may add more 
pressure to a fiscal position already 
burdened with piles of public debts 
and huge borrowings. 

The national government had 
to borrow at least $900 million 
more to complete a $2.4-billion 
requirement this year 


With two $250-million loans al- 
ready in the pipeline and with 
about $200 million raised from 
the sale last month of zero coupon 
bonds, Napocor only has to raise 
some $500 million bythe second 
half of the yea 

Tt sold $400 million worth of 
zeroes to Goldman Sachs a month 
ago, netting around $195 million. 

“if these borrowings are suc- 
cessful Napocor needs only to bor- 
том $500 million,” Camacho, who 
also chairs the power firm, said. 


Sources said Napocor would 
complete by June а $250-million 
bond issue backed by the Over- 
seas Private Investment Corp. as 
well as a $250-million borrowing 
to be guaranteed by the Asian De- 
velopment Corp. 

“After going through its cash re- 
quirements line-bycline, Napocor 
has trimmed the level of funds it has 
to borrow this year to $1.2 billion. 
Now, the funding risk for the gov- 
ernment is significantly lower than 
earlier perceived,” Camacho said. 


ABS-CBN shelves plan to list on Singapore bourse 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. has 
shelved plans to list its holding 
, company for international oper 
tions on the Singapore stock ex- 
change, saying the firm's rev- 

enues have remained "below 
+ -minimum standards." 

"We still plan to list (the inter- 
national unit) but within the next 
five years,” ABS-CBN chief finan- 

iph Estrellado 
ie won't hit it 


notices of cash allocation for 
the governments Pébillon 
clothing and incentive benefits 
ofstate workers, 

Sources said there was dou- 
ble-counting in the spending 
item called “constructive 
cash,” or the non-cash portion 
of foreign loan not covered by 
notices of cash allocation. 

Usually, a creditor ora donor 
pays a supplier directly but the 
payment will be booked as con- 
structive cash. It may also take 
the form ofan equipment. 


Come, join PARP’s 4th 
National Convention 


ON Saturday next week, 26 April, 
the Philippine Association of Re- 
tired Persons, the country’s 
largest organized group of SSS 
and GSIS retirees, is holding its 
4th National Convention in the 
Insular Life Auditorium. That is 
оп the 12th floor of the Insular 
Life Building, Ayala Avenue cor- 
ner Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 
Insular Life president Vicente 
Ayllon has generously provided 
the convention site absolutely for 
free. Delegates from all over the 
country will attend the event, If 
you are not doing much on the 
26th, and you area retiree, even if 
ou are not a PARP member, why 
don't you come over and join us? 
You are guaranteed a most inter- 
esting and enjoyable day. You will 
Pay no registration fee, only a 
small amount for the souvenir 
program, Lunch and snacks are on 
the house. There isa lot of parking 
space atthe back ofthe buildin. 
"The convention theme is "The 
Retirees’ Role in Building a 
Strong Republic.” President 
Macapagal-Arroyo has sounded 
the call. What can the retirees do 
to help? Registration is from 8 
a.m. to 9 a. m. The convention 
opens with the national anthem 
and the retirees’ prayer. Then, 
president Amado Е Cabaero has 
some brief remarks of welcome. 
Quickly following will be a 
briefing—on Tower. Point, of 
сошзе- Бу Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita, presidential adviser on 
the peace process. He will talk on 
the progress and prospects of the 
peace talks with the various al- 
phabet rebel groups, NDE/NPA, 
MNLE RAM. But the focus will be 
оп the MILE What is Malaysia's 
role in the talks? What is the gov- 
exnment’s policy on secession and 
disarmament? How can the re- 
tirees help? An open forum will 
follow. Let us get the answers to 
these and other questions directly 
from the man inthe know. 
Afer a brief snack, we will be 
treated to the main atraction of 
the day, a panel discussion with 


RUNNING а fine-tooth comb on its 
cash requirements, the National 
Power Corp. has reduced the size 
of its offshore borrowing this year 
to$1.2billio from $2 billion. 

The state-run power firm has 
even managed to slash from $1.4 
billion last year the size of this 
years foreign funding. 

Finance Sectetary Jose Isidro 
Camacho said Napocors lower 
funding requirement should 


(revenue standard) this year” 

Estrellado said while waiting 
for conditions to improve, ABS- 
CBN Global Holdings Inc. would 
expand into Europe to cater to 
large Pilipino communities there, 
particularly those in kaly and 
Germany, to raise revenues to 
meet the minimum standards 

"In tal, there are more than 
100,000 overseas Filipino workers 
there with better standards of liv- 


ing than in the Middle East, so we 
know there is a market" he said. 

Raising funds for overseas ex- 
pansion was part of ABS-CBN's 
strategy to reach a wider market, 
especially in view of sluggish do: 
mestic revenue. 

Little money, though, will be 
needed to fund the expansion in- 
to Europe, given the satellite ser- 
місе provider that beams ABS- 
CBN shows out to the Middle East 


can also transmit programs to Eu- 
торе, Estrellado said. 

АС present, ABS-CBN Global 
has 160,000 subseribers, of which 
120,000 are in the United States 
while the rest live in the Asa-Pa- 
cific region and the Middle East. 

The offshore firm's revenue in 
2002 grew 36 percent, as more 
program subscribers signed up to 
Watch ABS-CBN shows. Elena R. 
Torrijos 


BSP allows use 
of palay receipts 
as collateral 


‘THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas has al- 
lowed farmers to use their palay negotiable 
warehouse receipts as collateral with a value 
equivalent to 80 percent oftheir crops’ worth. 

nan interview on Friday, BSP Deputy Gov- 
emor Alberto Reyes said banks that would 
lend using the new instrument could use their 
exposure as compliance to a law that required 
them to support the governments agrarian 
reform program. 

The new financial instrument was intro- 
duced after the National Food Authority de- 
cided to issue the palay receipts as part of the 
inventory process that would allow farmers to 
store their products in NFA-operated ware- 
houses. 

‘The Macapagal administration, according 
to Reyes, has been trying to institute policies 
that will spur growth among micro, small and 
medium enterprises, including those in the 
farm sector. 


Local group buys 
Trilux factory 


‚ ALOGAL lighting company has purchased the 
manufacturing facility of Trilux Lighting Inc., 
luminaire production subsidiary in the Philip- 
pines of Trilux-Lenze бтһ+Со KG of Arns- 
burg, Germany, 

Under the leadership of Filipino en- 
trepreneur Jojo Reyes of Emerald Sales Cen- 
ter Corp, the asset purchase agreement, in- 
cluding an exclusive manufacturing license 
agreement, was formally inked on Sept. 30, 
2002. 

With the successful purchase ofthe factory, 
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liament. Why is the parliamen- 
tary better than the presidential 
form of government? What kind 
of parliament will it be? How will 
а parliament solve our economic 
problems? How will the retirees 
fit in? Let us hear the answers to 
these and other nagging ques- 
tions from the man who heads 
the move to change the form of 
our government. 

‘The panel of resource persons 
consists of lawyers Salvador Pan- 
elo and Antonio Bernas Jr, and 
columnist Dean de la Paz. We are 
in for a lively discussion. Then, 
we will break off for a lunch of 
chicken galantina at Insular Life's 
executive lounge. After lunch, 
Jose Apolo will talk on an inter- 
esting subject, herbal soap mak- 
ing. If you are doing nothing at 
retirement, you may want to keep 
busy by making your own herbal 
soap at little cost. 

The convention ends on a high 
note. Dr. Shelley Ann de la Vega 
will give the last talk. Dr: De la Ve- 
ga is a University of the Philip 
pines professor and Philippine 
General Hospital practitioner on 
gerontology, the comprehensive 
study of aging and the problems 
of the aged. Her topic is "Who 
Wants to Live Forever?—A Short 
‘Talk on Longevity” also present- 
ей on PowerPoint. No, she is not 
selling a wonder drug to reverse 
aging or anything like that. But 
she has some engaging and prac- 
tical tips on how to grow old 
gracefully. The lecture gives you a 
new insight on the phenomenon 
of aging. An open forum follows. 
With more and more Filipinos liv- 
ing longer and longer, gerontolo- 
gy or geriatrics, a relatively new 
line of specialization їп the 
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Reyes formed Technical Lighting Philippines 

and had since attracted foreigners to invest in 

the luminaire manufacturing facility located 

at the Granville Industrial Complex in Car- 
ШЙ mona, Cavite. 


the keynote speaker, the Honor: 
able Jose de Venecia, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 
He will talk on one of the most 
important and controversial top- 


Philippines, has assumed greater. 
significance. After the lecture, 1 
am sure you will feel better. 

You are most welcome to join 
us. Take a day off from your hum- 
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молела Т BUSINESS. НЯ 
Motorcycle makers oppose entry of new players 


ByGI C. Cabacungan Jr. 


mot feasibly accommodate 19 generation and technology trans- 
mew players in the 230,000-unit- fer. 
ayearmarketcurrentyservedby Осепаг said the increase in 
seven players led by Honda, the number of competitors 
Kawasaki, Yamaha and Suzuki, ' fighting for a small market 
МОРРА has urged the Board of would discourage investments 
Investments to scrutinize the ap- in assembly and parts manufac- 
plication of 19 Chinese motorcy- turing in the country. He said ex- 
cle assemblers to ensure that they isting players were already 
comply with the requirements on faced with stiff competition 


30 percent including the smug- 
gled units. 

Japanese assemblers have 
complained about the influx of 
Chinese motorcycle brands that 
were mostly rip-offs of Honda 
models and were being brought 
into the country at prices sub- 


land's market of 10 million units 
ауе. 

‘Aside from limiting the num. 
ber of market players, Ocenar 
said the MDPPA has petitioned to 
maintain duties on imported 
completely built motorcycles at 
30 percent up to 2010. CBU tar- 
stantially lower than the domes- 18% on motorcycles are scheduled 
tie price. China is seen as the to go down to S percent Бу next 


tariff protection levels would give 
assemblers more time to improve 
their operations before they face 
imports. 

He said the MDPPA has like- 
wise sought for the reduction in 
the tariff on the industry's com- 
pletely knocked down (CKD) 
imports to one percent from 3 
percent in order to lower the 


LOCAL motorcycle assemblers 
are asking the government to lim- 
it the entry of new players and 
maintain tariffs om imported 
bikes through 2010 to rev up in- 
vestments in the industry. 

Former Motorcycle Develop- 
ment Program Participants Asso- 


ciation (MDPPA) president Mateo 
В. Ocenar said the industry could 


LRT-1 EXTENSION PROJECT 
Canadian firm expected 
to seek compensation 


By Abigail L. Ho 


CANADIAN engineering-construction firm SNC- 
Lavalin Inc. will seek compensation. from the 
govemment ic loses the $865-milion Light Rail 
‘Transit Line 1 extension project (LRT 6) to an- 
‘other entity in a required Swiss challenge. 

"This compensation, explained Transporta- 
tion Assistant Secretary Robert Castanares, 
would cover the amount spent by SNC- 
Lavalin in the preparation of the feasibility 
study on the project that would extend the ex- 
isting LRT Line 1 to Bacoor, Cavite. 

‘The decision to subject the project to a 
Swiss challenge was contained in an opinion 
issued by the Department of Justice 

‘Since SNC-Lavalin’s proposal for the LRT 
Line 1 extension project was unsolicited, the 
DOJ said the project would have to go through. 
a Swiss challenge to give other interested enti- 
ties a chance to bid for it. Under this system, 
other offers will be entertained and the origi 
mal proponent will have to match the best bid. 

‘Castanares said the DOTC was preparing the 
draft terms of reference for the Swiss challenge. 

SNC-Lavalin late last year threatened to 
pull out of its joint venture agreement with 
the Light Rail Transit Authority as the LRT 
Line 1 extension project showed no clear 
signs of taking off. 

But a settlement agreement was approved 
between the LRTA and SNC-Lavalin on Jan. 9, 
extending their joint venture agreement Юг 
another 90 days. 

‘The LRT Line 1 extension project will add an- 
other 12 kilometers to the existing Line 1 that 
runs from Monumento in Caloocan City to 
Baclaran. The first phase of the project will ex- 
tend the railway to Bacoor in Cavite, with a pro- 
jected ridership of 400,000 passengers per day. 

It may later be extended further to Imus be- 
side Bacoor and then to Dasmariñas, also in 
Cavite 


Destiny Cable 
investing P300M 
for expansion 


DESTINY Cable Inc. is investing at least P300. 
million over the next three years for the ex- 
pansion of its cable Internet business. 

Beda Mafialac, vice president of Destiny's 
parent firm Solid Group Inc, said the invest- 
ment would enable Destiny to introduce dif- 
ferent service tiers. 

"The additional equipment will enable Des- 
tiny to improve Internet service delivery and 
provide true broadband access to a wider 
market," he said. 

The bulk of the investments would be used 
to purchase additional data equipment and 
back-end solutions, and to upgrade of its ca- 
ble system. 

Aside from employing a new system, the 
cable operator is also working with major da- 
ta equipment vendors for the supply of ad. 
vanced bandwidth management equipment 
that can efficiently manage data bandwidth 
on Destiny's broadband network. 

Destiny has so far invested more than P500. 
million in йв cable Interet service. The new in- 
vestments are seen to help reinforce Destiny’ 
position in the cable Internet market as one of 
the operators with the most technologically ad- 
vanced network infrastructure. Abigail L.Ho 


Smart completes 
GSM upgrade test 


SMART Communications Inc. said it had suc- 
cessfully completed the first test voice and data. 
call in the Philippines using the Enhahced Data, 
Rates for GSM/Global Evolution (EDGE) solu- 
tion for its GSM cellular network. 

Done using Smart's GSM test-bed facility 
and Nokia's Edge solution, the test call paves 
the way for the deployment of EDGE in 
SMART's GSM mobile phone network on a 
nationwide basis in the near futur. 

EDGE will allow Smart to offer its sub- 
scribers higher quality network services and 
wider coverage, EDGE has at least three to four 
times higher voice capacity and data transmis- 
sion rates than GSM technology in use today. 

‘Smart subscribers will thus be able to soon. 
access more advanced mobile services offer- 
ings such as enhanced multimedia messag- 
ing, Web browsing, data transmission, and 
video and audio streaming. 


investment ($2 million for a part- 
making facility), 


from motorcycle imports, whose 


biggest threat to the local motor- year. 
share of the market has risen to 


cost of importing their assem 
суйе industry with the Main-  Ocenar said maintaining the 
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SARS is a computer virus 


HAVE been working with the World Health 
Organization to find out how SARS came into 
being. went to Guangdong province and dis- 
covered that a hacker was embedded in a 
computer (please don't ask me how) and the 
computer virus jumped to its host, It quickly 
mutated, transforming itself into the first-ev- 
er binomial virus, When viewed under a mi- 
eróscope, the virus does not appear аз a blob 
or tell Instead, it is composed of ones and 
oughts. This naughty virus attacks the im- 
mune system, causing a slipped disc and а 
‘cute shortage of breath. This computer virus 
can pass through Windows without pane and, 
once it bytes, it really hertz It is difficult to 
Monitor but once a biologist saw it under the 
microscope, he yelled ICU there and modem 
down with antibiotics. 

"The virus is not spread by close contact be- 
cause 86 people in the AMOY HOTEL caught t 
all businessmen. No waiters, waitresses, recep- 
tionists or chambermaids were affected, and 
this led me ло the conclusion that it was spread 
by email. This fact was corroborated by the fact 
that ай the victims had cell phones or laptops; 
none of the service people did. The only way to 
stop the virus from spreading is to switch off the 
Interet for a month. Speculation that cock- 
roaches spread it is sheer nonsense. If that were 
тте, the authorities would have found the "i- 
сеге. The masks are not only useless—they 
aciually help the virus breed—so they are 
known as the masks of sorrow. 

Unfortunately, during the visit, contracted 
‘the disease and my computer is infected. If 
you are reading this article in the нолики, 
you are safe, but if you are reading it on the 
Intemet, your computer is now infected and 
you.are in grave danger. Please send this 
‘warning to all your friends. 

“An alien, who came from Mars 

Went searching for young girls in bars. 

“He contracted avirus 

From agirlcalled Iris, 

“And next day was found dead from SARS. 
Two guys, named Jekyl and Hyde 
Took a couple of chicks for a ride, 

They said we will prone ya 

«But developed pneumonia, 

"Regrettably, both of them died. 


Ät took me just two minutes to write the. 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Nathan 


above. I have also rewritten another nursery 
thyme, which is hopelessly outdated. The 
original was: 

Little Miss Muffet sat on a uff 

Eating her curds and whey. 

Along came a big spider 

that sat down beside her 

And frightened Mis Muffet away. 


Itnow reads: 

Little Miss Muffet 

with friend Warren Buffett 

Were teaching the Kurds how to play. 

An American spied her 

and dropped bombs beside her 

‘And blew all the poor Kurds away. 

After years of sleeping, like Cinderella and 
Sleeping Beauty, the stock market has sud- 
denly come back to Ше. Brokers, who had not. 
been seen for years and were presumed to 
have died or emigrated, suddenly returned to 
call their clients with no explanation for their 
Jong absence. The problem is that these bro- 
kers, or agents as {prefer to call them, work 
entirely on commission, so when the market 
is going down, they just disappear and зей life 
insurance, pyramid schemes or memorial 
plots. This is understandable as they need to 
Survive, but it leaves the poor client in the 
lurch with no one to um to. 

Не is enticed into the market when it is ac- 
tive and rising, but when the trend changes for 
the worse, instead of telling the cient to cut his 
losses, he is just abandoned. Without profes- 
sional advice, he just hangs on to his stocks, 
watching them fall 20 percent, 40 percent, 60, 
percent, until he becomes so depressed that he 
sells his shares atthe bottom. 1 know this is 
true because I get scores of emails every week 
complaining about this practice. I see no an- 
swer to the problem because brokers cannot 
afford to pay agents when the market is dor- 


mant. They even have to lay off staff in the 
back office and research department since they 
are not revenue producing, АЙ can advise is 
that you should not trade with agents who ap- 
pear and disappear like the Cheshire Cat in Al- 
íce in Wonderland. Some brokers stick it out 
етеп if they cannot cover their expenses, and 
these should be the people you should culti- 
vate, After all, you wouldn't goto a doctor who 
only turns up at his clinic occasionally. 

"There is something 1 can do and 1 will do it 
next week. 1 wil republish the 10 Command- 
ments, which I wrote just over a year ago when T 
started my column, The fist two are the most. 
important and I will cover them in detail. This 
will allow readers to buy and sel stocks in such a 
‘way that they will be in the market while itis go- 
ing up and out when it is going down. It will also 
ensure that your trading will be profitable pro- 
viding you do not deviate from these command- 
теп. The data you absolutely MUST HAVE is 
the support and resistance levels of all the active 
stocks, updated daily when necessary. 

Tr will mean that you will be out of the mar- 
ket for long periods, so you must have pa- 
tience. Last year, I was out of the market 95 
percent of the time, and I only traded five 
times in the leaders. But while the Phis fell 
12.8 percent, my modest portfolio rose by 37 
percent, beating the index by 50 percent. I still 
have the GLOBE that I recommended at P410, 
now P665, plus TEL, which was then P226 and 
is now P370. Both are up 60 percent. 

Next week, I will forgo all the limericks and 
most of the jokes so as to concentrate on this 
important task. I want you to cut it out and 
follow the instructions religiously. They are 
quite simple and require no detailed knowl- 
edge of technical analysis, though of course 
that would be an advantage. Anyone can do 
it, but you must get rid of your ego and be to- 
tally disciplined. If you can afford to buy the 
book “Market Wizards” by Jack Schwager, do 
зо, but itis rather expensive—almost P4, 000. 

‘Anyway, Iwill tell you how he found the se- 
crets of the top 30 traders who were consis- 
tently successful over a long period of tim: 
‘They traded futures, commodities, currencies 
and stocks, but the principles remain the 
same, 1 will explain his findings in detail and 
relate them to my own 50 years experience in 
the stock market, mostly in London. Be sure 
not to miss next weeks article, 

mrbearbull@hotmailcom 


Time to mend rifts, SEC tells 
new board of stock exchange 


By Elena В. Torrijos 


‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange Commission 
is calling on the new board of the Philippine. 
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Stock Exchange to win back its constituents 
and strengthen its compliance and surveil- 
lance operations. 

їп а stockholders’ meeting on Friday, the 
PSE elected а new board of directors, with 
RCBC Securities Inc.'s Alicia Arroyo emerging 
as the new chair and former Finance Secre- 
tary Ernest Leung remaining as president. 

Ао elected were stockbrokers Rodolfo Cruz, 
treasurer, Reynaldo Reyes, assistant treasurer; 
Francisco Villaroman, corporate secretary, and 
Aisa Encarnacion, assistant corporate secretar 

SEC Chair Lilia Bautista told reporters last 
week that she asked the new board to make 
sure stockbrokers would know all the issues 
and be aware of the fact that the stock ex- 
change was no longer theirs alone. 

A group of brokers led by AB Capital Secu- 
tities Inc.'s Filomeno Francisco boycotted the 
election to protest what they saw as an “un- 
fei" and “legal” proces. 

Francisco's group was insisting on the elec 
tion of non-broker representatives to the PSE 
board throvgh a free ballot system rather 


than an appointment process by the PSE nom- 
ination and election committee led by the 
E 

Non-brokers were crucial in the election of 
the PSE chair last year. 

Under the rules drafted by the PSE elec- 
tions committee, four of the eight non-broker 
seats representing sectoral interests (issuer, 
market participant and investor) were sub- 
jected to free elections, but the remaining 
four independent directors were appointed 
by the committee. 

‘The SEC has defended its actions, saying 
the stock exchange has yet to comply with the 
Securities Regulation Code and bring down 
‘ownership of the PSE to 20 percent. 

‘The SECs Bautista said the commission 
would also direct the new PSE board to 
"straighten" its compliance and surveillance. 
monitoring in view of "disturbing" reports 
that she had received. 

"Some brokers are doing some manipula- 
tion, so we have to address those issues,” 
Bautista said. 


IFC loans seen as clincher 
to Ondeo’s plans for Maynilad 


THE INTERNATIONAL Finance Corp's deci- 
sion on a debt-for-equity swap arrangement 
‘with Maynilad Water Services Inc. will make 
or break French firm Ondeo Services Inc's bid 
to pursue an amicable settlement with the 
government and remain as a major share- 
holder of Maynilad, according to persons fa- 
miliar with the matter. 

Sources told the INqumter that Ondeo (ог- 
mery Suez Lyonnais des Eaux), Benpres 
Holdings Corp.'s partner in Maynilad, is ask- 
ing the IFC for some $152 million equivalent 
toan 11-pereent stake in Maynilad, 

The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewer- 
age System confirmed Ondeo was seeking 
loans from the IFC to pay for Maynilads 
bridge loans that matured in February, 

For the fifth time, Maynilad asked for a re- 
prieve from its creditors that included 
Citibank NA, BNP Paribas, Barclays Capital, 
‘Tokai Bank of Japan and Coface of France. 

Maynilad obtained in 1999 some $136 mil- 
ion worth of bridge loans to pay its debts and 
asa working capital. 


"Ondeo is seeking term loans worth $152 
million from the IFC to cover for short-term 
loans that have lapsed, and they said this is 
crucial in their overture to reach a settlement 
with the MWSS and remain a major share- 
holder in the water utility” а person familiar 
with the matter said. 

IFC is the investment arm of the World 
Bank. 

‘Sources said after two consecutive presen- 
tations, Ondeo had failed to convince the 
MWSS board of trustees to let it continue pro- 
viding water distribution services in the west- 
ern zone of Metro Manila. 

"MWSS board chairman Bayani Fernan- 
do wants to see their concrete plans be- 
cause they have failed as an operator in the 
first five years. How will they effectively 
manage the remaining 20 years?" one 
source said. 

Despite failing twice, Ondeo has reportedly 
been given another chance to present revi- 
sions toits business plan in the coming weeks. 

Christine. Gaylican 


Stocks seen higher on war windfall 


From page Bt 


the first quarter rose 31 percent to 
P2.16 billion from the same period last 
ear, while profits hit P107 million in 
the quarter 

Roxas said the Philippine Long Dis 
tance Telephone Co. still had room for 
ап increase because of its low price 
earnings ratio. 

Online investment consultant ВРІ 
‘Trade sald the stock market broke suc- 


cessive resistance levels last week on 
stronger investors’ confidence in the 
Philippines. 

Gains had been accompanied by im- 
provements in volumes, as buyers con- 
tinue accumulating stocks, 

‘The optimism was undaunted by 
negative corporate developments that 
‘came out during the week. 

‘The biggest news was about blue- рап) 
chip Manila Electric Co,, the country’s 

gest distributor of electricity. 
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Meraleo on Thursday predicted a se- 
vere blow to its shaky finances after the 
Supreme Court confirmed a ruling that. 
the company had overcharged cus- 
tomers and must pay refunds. 

"We are very saddened by it Meral- 
со corporate communications chief Elpt 
Cuna told Reuters. “It will have a heavi- 
Лу negative financial impact on the com- 


‘Meralco had asked the court to re- 
consider its ruling of last November 
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that the firm should refund customers 
for excess charges dating back to 1994, 
But the court stood by its decision, leav- 
Ing the firm facing a bill that could re- 


portedly cost it up to P28 billion 


Meralco earlier warned that it might 
post a los in 2002 and said а large re- 
fund would put it in jeopardy of de- 
faulting on debt payments due this year 
n 2001, Meralco recorded net income 
ofP1 48 billion. Reports from Elena R. 
"Torrijos and Reuters 
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PLDT appeals FCC 
rule favoring US firms 


By Abigail L. Ho 


DOMINANT carrier Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. has asked the US Federal Com- 
munications Commission to reverse its order 
that compelled American telecommunica. 
tions firms to suspend payments to their local 
counterpart 

Tn а 30-page application for review filed 
with the FCC on Apr. 9, PLDT said the Mar. 10 
international bureau decision should be re- 
versed for three reasons: it was in conflict 
with PCC regulations and precedents, was de- 
cided incorrectly and based on ‘erroneous’ 


findings. 
“The Bureau misapplied the law and im- 
properly accepted bald allegations as fact, in 
order to conclude that PLDT has engaged in 
‘whipsawing, and neither cited nor had any 
basis for the extraordinary relief it has grant- 
ед. The order should be reversed,” the appli- 
cation stated. 
jed down its March 10 order 
ims by US carriers AT&T Corp. 
and Worldcom Inc. that PLDT was "whipsaw. 
gor putting undue pressure on them to 
agree to pay higher termination rates by 
blocking calls from their networks. 


Napocor awards coal contracts 


for a total of $10.6 
million (about 2553 
million). 

lax Fridays bid- 
ding was the second 
of four batches of calis 
for tenders to secur 


By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


THE STATE-RUN Na- 
tional Power Corp. 
secured two more 
coal-supply contracts 
worth about $20.1 
million or P1.1 bil- 
ion through auctions. 
held last Friday. 

Industry sources 
said the China-based 
Shanxi and Shenhua 
Coil suppliers won 
contracts for both the 
Sual and Masinloc 
Power plants. 


Earı 


Napocor’s coal supply series of auctions and 
needs up to May secured a first batch 
2004, which is esi- of contracts also 
mated at 3.13 milion worth P1.1 billion. 
merrie tons. Napocor 

In March, Napocor aside P5.6 billion 
was able to start the coal purchases. 


as.much as 3.5%! 
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US Dollar Time Deposit Rates 


The contracts pro- 
vide for 325,000 
metric tons of coal | 
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2.500% 
2.750% 
3.500% 


2.500% 
2.500% 
2.750% 
2.875% 
3.500% 


meri ton for a 
of $104 milio | 


"Rates are subject 1o change поа prior noice. 
Rates quoted are оп a per annum basis and subject 1o 7 5% witholdieg tax 


(about P545 million) | 
while the Masinloc 
contract was rated at 
$32.53 per merrie ton 


For inquiries, vist апу PSBank branch or сай our offices ї: 
Metro Manita 885-8239, 885-8208 (loc. 8637, 8307) 
Cebu (032)255-7734, 253-3350; Davao (082)222.5001, 222-4280 


IF YOU ARE 


STREET SMART 


RATHER THAN BOOK SMART 
2 1 
IFYOU ARE BRIMMING WITH 


CRAZY IDEAS 


THAT MAY NOT BE CRAZY AT ALL 


IF YOU Wi 
TO BEYOUR m B0SS 


MUST BE 
WE ARE 


YOU 
WH 


Due to numerous requests, we have extended the application period for the 
Bachelor of Science in Entrepreneurial Management Program 


SPECIAL FINAL EXAM DATE is on April 24, 2003 


For inquiries please contact Mr. Robert Zialcita or Ms. Celeste Santillan at 
tel оо. 637-0912 loc 244 ог e-mail at csantillan@uap.edu ph 


а ; UNIVERSITY OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 


СНООГ OF MANAGEMENT 


For those who 


Think Ahead. 


Ante od ad by 
NISSAN MOTOR 
PHILIPPINES 
ме. 


Nissan offers а range of vehicles with technology bound to be the blueprint for years to come. 


poer 


SHIFT_the future ему 


Sea 2дан 


aespinosa@inguirercomph 


Moms and babies 
beating the heat 


‘SUMMER is coming, and with it, di- 
aper rash, which is a common skin. 
problem caused by prolonged con- 
tact wich a wet or soiled diaper or 
yeast infections. Since the summer 
heat makes the symptoms worse, 
doctors recommend cooling the 
area by removing your baby's dia- 
per to keep him cool, squirting wa 
ter directly onto the skin and then 
gently patting the area dry with a 
towel. Avoid using diaper wipes 
that may be too moist and may con- 
tain alcohol or oils that may further 
irritate your baby's sensitive skin. It 
is also recommended that you ap- 
ply a zine-oxide ointment to the af- 
fected area. The most important 
thing is to change your baby's dia- 


People\Events 


per frequently. Considering ИЗ 
summer and you may be going on 
vacation with the rest of the family, 
super-absorbent disposable dia- 
pers can be a Godsend 

To make diaper changing even 
easier, EQ Dry now helps moms tell 
when its time to change their ba- 
bies’ diapers with one look. EQ 
Drs unique wetness indicator 
prints fade when the diaper is filled 
up, allowing moms to get the maxi- 
mum use of their babies diapers. 
They make it so much easier to 
know exactly the right time for 
changing, with fewer false alarms. 
So if the baby is crying and the 
prints are still bright, you can be 
Sure it isn't his diaper. The wetness 
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indicator prints on EQ Dry diapers 
make soggy diapers one less thing 
to worry about. 

EQ Dry diapers special features 
include a high absorbency core that 
makes it super absorbent. It also 
comes with inner leak guards that 
draw and trap wetness away from 
baby's skin, which can minimize ће 
risk of diaper rash. Add to this the 
frontal tape in four colorful designs 
that you can refasten and adjust for 
а better fit at more affordable 
prices, and you've got the assurance 
that EQ Dry is the first choice and 
the ultimate answer to baby's com. 
fort and Mom's peace of mind. EQ 
Dry diapers are available at super- 
markets and groceries nationwide 


Diaper changing made easier 


CHANGING a diaper is one activity that 
allows parent and child to engage in ten- 
der and intimate communication. Over 
time; it becomes easier for the parent and 
child to understand each other. Moms 
learn to adjust to their children and to 
their special way of interacting, to teach 
them how to care for themselves, all 
while gently helping their babies learn 
howto touch and to trust. Babies begin to 
learn about their bodies, about health, 
safety, and why their bodies are so pre- 
cious. Being able to communicate clearly 
through diapering also helps moms make 
sure that toilet training will be a breeze. 
Here are a few things you can do to make 
diaper changing easier. 

о First of all, be ready. Make sure that 
you have all your supplies~clean diapers, 
baby wipes, a trash bin--within reach ona 
wide, safe area comfortable for both you 
and your baby. 

о Be in touch with your baby at all 
times. This means keeping a firm grasp 
on your baby at all times so he doesn't fall 
off. Since most diaper changing areas or 


stations are high up from the floor, even 
babies who haven't learned to crawl yet 
are at risk for a fall. 

о Communicate. Being in touch also 
means taking the chance to talk and play 
with your baby. Just at getting talked 
through am unfamiliar process puts 
adults at ease, babies are soothed by the 
sound of your voice. Also, when you tell 
him things like "T m picking you up so we 
can puta fresh, clean diaper on you", they 
learn to associate certain sounds with 
certain actions, which will make it easier 
for them to learn language. 

о Keep it positive. It is important that 
your baby sees diaper changing as a posi- 
tive experience, not something that 
makes him think "Uh-oh" and start cry- 
ing. When possible, take this chance to 
play with your baby--in the moments 
when the diaper is off they'll want to wig- 
gle their lower limbs, so involve them ina 
litle game. Teach them about body parts 
by singing about finding toes, tummies, 
belly buttons, or play peek-a-boo with а 
clean diaper. 
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Transco 
National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Date: March 28, 2003 
LOAN NO: MIYAZAWA 
CONTRACT NO.: Sp00.SMSRTL-Lw.-0304 

4. The National Transmission Corporation (TRANSCO) has received 
а loan от the Miyazawa Funds in Japanese Yen currency, and it 
is Intended that part of the proceeds ofthis oan wil be appled to 
'elgible payments under the contract for Furnishing, Delivery of 
Transmission Line Materials and Construction of San Manuel — 
San Roque 230kV DC/ST Transmission Line Project on Turn 
Key Basis. 
The National Transmission Corporation (TRANSCO) invites 
sealed bids from eligible bidders for Furnishing, Delivery of 
Transmission Line Materials and Construction of San Manuel Зап 
Roque 230kV OC/ST Transmission Line Project On Turkey Basis 
(Sp00.SMSRTL. (и-0304) 
‘Bidders moy obtain futher information from and inspect and acquire 
the bidding documents at the Office of the Manager, Bids and 
Contracts Management Department, 2nd Floor, Building 2, 
National Transmission Corporation, Agham Road corner Quezon 
‘Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City (Zip Code 1104), Philippines, 
Telephone Number: 922-0401, Fax Number: 921-2308. 
A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested 
eligible bidders starting April 4, 2003 upon submission of a writen 
application to the above office, and upon payment of a non-refundabie 
fee of Ten Thousand Pesos (Php P10,000.00). 
А two-envelope bidding procedure wil be adopted. Bidders are to 
submit simultaneously мо (2)-eesled envelopes, опе (1) containing 
the technical proposal and one (1) containing the price proposal 
Iniially only the technical proposals are opened, Technical proposals 
which are submited by non-qualified bidders or which are not 
substantially responsive are rejected. The subsiantaly responsive 
technical proposals that have been submited by qualled bidders 
эге discussed wih the bidders and te bidders are requested for ul 
‘omplance to the specification. If the bidders deem necessary, he 
тау submit a supplementary price proposal ла! опу contain the 
changes in price resulting rom the changes in the technical proposal. 
‘The original price proposal and the supplementary price proposal 
are opened simultaneously in pubic: 
Ali bids usi be accompanied by а bid security of Sixty Six Thousand 


and Two Hundred Fifty US Dollars ($66,250.00). The bid security | 


must be included with the technical proposal. The deadline for the 
‘submission of bids wil be on June 4, 2003 at 1:30 pm. at the 
aforementioned address. Late submission wil be rejected. 

The technical proposals wil be opened immediately thereafter in 
the presence of bidder's representatives who choose to aiiend. 
The price proposals wil be opened in the presence ofthe bidder's 
representatives who choose lo alland at the tme and date and at 
the address to be advised by the Employer alter approval of the 
valuation of ће technical proposals 

TRANSCO reserves the right to reject апу ос ай Bids without offering 
any reasons, waive any required formally therein and to make an 
‘ward to the bidder whose proposal is most advantageous lo the 
government 

‘Al communications should be addressed 1o the undersigned atthe 
aloremenlioned address 


(Sad. WINIFREDO SM. PANGILINAN 
Chairman 
Bids Award Commitioe 


Æ pnocenenay veveLorment coaroRanon 


INUTATION TO APPLY FOR EUCIBILIY AND TO BID 

PNOC-Enorgy Development Corporaton [PNOC-EDC) iiss шеней 
Contactors адду от онро ard subways oun eigo, ob oe 
рова 

Two (2) Yaors Contract on Sondeo Vohete Renta for Вастан. 
Geothermal Production Fold undor Bd/Projact No, EDE 02.128 

Eig Forms / Ва Documents may bo secured lom the РНОС-ЕОС: 
Coniracis Admin Group (Go Raymond Son] ring Apt 7, 2003, 8:30 
m. lo 10 pm, Monday thru Friday upon paymant cf a roneluable iee ot 
Тео Hundred Pesca (P200.00) 

ЫН Documants must ba submitad 10 tho PNOC-EDC Contracts 
“Азов Group па tran $00 р т. o Ape 22, 2003 

For purposes t aeston, apo moseg we to rad on Ab 24, 2003 
үза p S PNOC-EDC s Baman Geel Producton Fiet (ОРУ, Аала 
omo а Tui, Sorsogon 

"Ss bids in wo (2) sals shali ba roco by Па Coniracis Авив, 
Group s ma above водена not later than 20 pm. of May 9, 2003 and tan io 
be pubely opened reri orar 

PNOC-EDC resorves to ight 1o rejoct any or al bids or pans агас 
lo waive any informatie arn lo accopt such bida or 19 award any part ol 
tha work 10 any der whose bid is considerad most acvniagegus io 
PNOC-E C. 


СЕЕ BAC Chairman 


ЧЁ ато 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


юмде Y (Tower Na 08-22 о Brun SS) 
рено fr Спрама ч open о аро contactors who have Те egal 


(Sod) WINFREDO эм. PANGILINAN 
‘Gnomon Bos i mcs Commitee 


я 
„МОС талия мол 


INUTETIDN TO APPLY FOR НИИ AND TO BID 


PNOC Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) inves inarsted 
сезеаләз apy lor сому anf рен Kor sil, oe 
жеп 


амам Contract on Series Vehicle Rental for Samar, Leyte, Negro 
"dent Negros Occidental, ial Regen and Cotabato Ares 
"ander Bi Project Ne. EDC 03025 

тте рыну Forme Ва Docomeris may b secre irom bo PNOC-EOC. 
Contracts Asmusrauen Group (co Rayrend Заоп) slaving Apri 3, 2003 
Sao am. to 5:90 pm. Monday thra Friday apon рау ol a needa 
foo Teo Hamar Pasos P2000) 

For purposes о caring conan sues, а рт conernca wi o heid on 
‘Ape 22.2003, 2:30 л. а PROC EDC САС Coniarancs Rm, Grund Fir, 
Buono 

Egy Documents most be вобла io те PNOC-EDC Contracts 
mision Group ra iar en S00 pm cl Apri 24, 2003 

p————À 
‘croup st me stove scies niter on 200p т © May €, 2003 эга тюп lobe 
сү core пней POSEY 

PNOC-EDC rers a пун о reci any or alis or par Prol o waive 
этү атташ Doran, © жсер tuc bs cro award any рал a та won Dany 
Sana] «cus oci ioe) побит oa! арларда 19 PNOC-EDC. 
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Italianni's new GM 

TIALANNIS Restaurant rece appointed Jod Мое 

a general manager of s new SM Bicutan branch, which 

had opened this February. He has been wih the restaurant for 
Six years, siaring as a server before he was promoted to trainer 
Prior tos appointment, his См Engineering graduate was a restaurant manager 
аїшлтїз Grebe. talons SM Bicutan s oct al te 2nd kvel of Baling 
A 


New NSP officer 

NU SKIN Phápies (NSP) annoonces the appointment fs new marating and 
communications manage vee io Arere ined NSP te 2002 and as s- 
Sed to lead a group imolementing пем strages strengthening te sales and 
rand image of products of Nu Sk Nu Sian Enterprises Inc s person care dii 
sion and Phormanex, з tonal supplement division. Зее rne wl han- 
Зе various spezial eves РЭ dto Prior to oning NSP is dura 
of Ateneo de Maa Unversity has held kay postions in орсок companies. 


Torok leads UPS 

CHARLES A Adams, president of UPS Аа Pai, announced his ratremant He 
willbe succeeded hs month у Ken Toro a long-time UPS емши. AS presi- 
ert UPS Ава Pal, Torok wil be based in Singapore and responsie lor al 
UPS employees. operations, joint ventures and aget reonshs throughout the 
region A gradu of North Carola State Universty. Torok began s career wih 
UPS in the Unied States in 1975. He started out as a deer diver and was pro~ 
това ough the operational пана to һе ost recent postion as he managing 
‘recor of UPS operans п South Fora. 


Clips 


GROWTH WITH EQUITY IN MINDANAO (GEM) PROGRAM 
A Project of би United States Agency for international Development 
ты. (382) 22511996 + Fame (6382) 225-1479 
USAID Contract No: 4924 
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RP disputes McKinsey report, supports Asean 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. Asean and that it has opted to con- суіп ће Asean. 

duct direct talks with China and McKinsey had submitted the study 
claim contained in its Asean Competi- апа protected. early this month. It urged member 
ge ыш р em ter reading this 
thrust to establish free trade accords ings on the Philippines lest claim cre-  monize tariffs for non-Asean coun- 
with major e onomies. ate animosity with its peers in the tries specifically on three major prod- 
‘Thomas G Aquino said that MeKin- Aquino said the Philippines would and personal care, П 
жубай misconstrued ЕРІТЕ: reet the станот of a permanent Asean members were generally ou wont ре 
thon multilateral discussi for » members on their compliance with because some of its recommenda- 
free trade area with China and Japan integration commitments, an over- tions were old hat; it failed to come 
oe a AE -50 on 


Philexport backs Japan’s moves buying a BMW. 
to improve customs procedures 


By Michelle V. Remo by local business organizations. т Apes Business Advisory Coun 
We da тк ойу моли бе рю cii E Japan Der ede Apat ome 
THE PHILIPPINE Exports Confed- posal. We have been working closely countries, including privare sector 
eration (Ph. хроп) has thrown its with the Bureau of Customs, USAID, representatives, to eonsder customs 
Support Iw. ihe proposal af the ihe Asian Development. Bank, thé reforms, which include: 
Serene тии ш prove ремик International Орны 9 Make Appropriate, Disp 
аер. duros ARG ICTS а идел EOS 
рые, dies to modernize customs operations implement paperkes trading 
Philex ident Sergio Ortiz- inthe Philippines Ortiz-Lulssaid. among Apec member counties, 
Lis mid IM Moe The тейтш proposed by Japan e Adopta commo framework for ' СЕЛЕ ТЕ 
ineustoms ations drafted by the cover enhancement of faclitation trade-related procedures; MK 5763, 
ApecBush Зноу Counci of and security of wade among Asia-Pa- © Adopt a Standard electronic for 
еме reforms sought cific countries. mat for data handling 


RBAP warns against VAT on banks 


By Elena R. Torrijos Camacho dated April 4, consider the following: Geta brand new BMW with an initial 50% downpayment and pay the remaining 50% 
Echoingthe arguments ofthe Cham- ө The VAT system is not applicable ч жор 

THERURALB: ers Assocation ofthe ber of Thrift Banks and the Bankers Аз. to banking transactions аз there is no | 9127 12 months with no interest and no amortization. You also have the option to 

Philippines fer: сатей thatthe impo- sociation of the Philippines, the АВАР value added in lending. refinance the balance through our Flex Finance program, Why not cali tol free 

sition of the val added tax on finan- head noted that the imposition of VAT ө The VAT system willhit hard the | — +.90-10-BMW-CARS or 892 8127 to 29 or i 

ial institutions would be a big blow toon the banks would endanger the via- micro and small enterprises which SOO IDCM CEDE н EOT SH Mes 

the country s agriculture sector. bility of the rural banking sector, ай. аге exempted under the present sys- visit and a demo drive today? From Prestige Cars Makati. Everything BMW. 
“The VAT px :dontothe borrowers versely affect the competitiveness of tem. The tax violates the principle of 

(of rural banks) wi increase ther cost borrowers that were small and medi- progressive taxation. 

and may stop agricultural production,” um enterprises and make housing Section 109 of the National In- | Prestige Cars Makati, Inc. 2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makali iy «Tl Fes 1-800-10-BMMECARS 

BAP president Jerry Coloma4r said in loans less affordable. ternal Revenue Code specifically ex- | 700278928127 to 29 + Fax (02) 8167225 «Showroom hours am to 7pm, Monday: Sunday өсер Good dy 

a letter to Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Colomo also asked Camacho to empts bank services from VAT. 


PETPlans. 


The world’s most comprehensively 
ISO-certified pre-need company. 


In simple rites last March 24, 2005, PETPlans, Inc. 
one of the country's leading pre-need companies, was officially awarded 
150 9001:2000, a certification that immediately set it apart 

from the rest of the industry. PETPlans’ ISO certification involved 
30 separate processes—cach painstakingly audited 

and brought up to the world standard. 


In the end, all these certified processes serve 

bá to benefit the PETPlans planholder. 
Unveiling af 190 Пане i Managing etr Кана Navarone, PETPlne President Adrian Ocampo 

tnd PEP ата Fuer delos Азрб оты и = With our commitment to quality applied throughout all our Fundamental 

business processes, every customer can expect only quality service 

at all levels of our operations. 


RETI 


т Our customers deserve no les. Our ISO certification 
PET Praw 


is not merely proof of our successful quest for quality. 


Tt is proof of our commitment to our customer. 


All for our colleagues. Our business partners. 
Our customers. All for the Filipino. 


ISO 9001:2000 2 


Baarit «ts Мом lost achievement, 1 rom lefi to righ: Lorenzo Ocampo, Jose Nass, Erlinda Henson, 


[o "adir iic D aper Millie О, мара, Арье Talde and Enrique Herba. Not in photo i 
E Vr A ed Baris Hemme 


PETPlans Center, 114 Aguirre St. Legaspi Village, Makati City + 25th fir. PETPlans Tower, EDSA, Guadalupe, Makati City 
Tel. No :892-5546 / 890-0999 / 899-1701 + Fax No :893-9539 + www.petplans.com. 
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— The Widest Reaching Classifieds Day beore poena мек: 


PROFESSIONAL TEAL ESTATE EAL ESTATE ‘TRANSPORTATION 5 ae 
SERVICES FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR RENT Republic of the Philippines 
t Professional Regulation Commission 


EL сся іса | “= Aur 


а nm mm -— ат van 737220 | INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Еее The Professional Regulation Commission hereby invites interested bidders о apply for енды) 
ЕТ and bid for: piy for eligibility 
PN MODES чая 
RAPID Tx VD-STD йи Sir 28y ML tot RESOL CONDO IN EASTWOOD Sta, esa 256r + 715-4506 5 ма 
x SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID Collage 16414580. CITY ums 07-52108 ————— АО 98 и ‘tems for Bidding “Approved Budget tor | Dateal Prebid 
ЕО 19175372348 
1 Annapolis Сеоне [т 


Kir желиши rever Pasando | Maye. 2003 | Рыб 
mer Ооо: Fomeocumens im 
TONERS One BEATRIZ Tower шшш — —  — ——— Koen arem mm 


pose ир онн мек иш ига бтз Printing and Supply of P4000,000.00 | maye,2003 | 21.0000 


— авн USO MICE VAN RENT тв Fest Sooats or 2008 к - 
a "E " et les fr орт 
Vs тив Pag Е мрн —— ОО UUconsore Examination ^ 
Pm S s “seat saom wom ues | | Бе 
эшен вании pre 
Sam ш эи hone Websle Development 4950000 | maya.2o03 | Роб 
S tumet La mag "Обал. 
[LU "шш "Ca шәй sanum 
‘ost eta са "TEE 


E: ум повете ba ida ard анаа Gom JAC) ежи er 
FIRSAICTEBOOK 1915108 Wixvekrviewaow ZER UPDN GOOD LOCATION ПЗ 518417 (Roget) | Ground Floor (beside the guardhause), РАС Compound, staring on Ара 15. 2003, Deudine for 
a oom ЗИ mmm | а 
Tam sav en ва Я 
на POENTE ronse Se eros | паке ет а oti carmcn 

MARIKINA viret err x Bid forms and the Terms of Reference (TOR), together with the General Terms and Conditions. 
MASTI DE, I  STAREX'03 MB100 9463535 and Instructions to Bidders, may be obtained by interested bidders starting on April 25, 2003 from 

LU I eed | ОО be тее Oe 


шмш SPACE FON Lease (SOM Moto van feat от The Commission reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, or declare а fare о bidding, or 
Е асаа) рана | оао annui 1e ng paces aay ma pro cota award o wale 
ыы any required formally in tho bids received or defects therein, or lo accupl such bids aa may be 
Ma muo MEN INT энш Fon as San? —  — — — | considered most advantageous tote Commission, мои ging any reason ћете and incurring 

xir PGE МО Oe Revo widrwersz72021 | ay мау to the есе addens orn colaton o rom ne аде Bioder or vers lhe 

ean ME o founds forthe Commission's action: te ight o coniscate Ie bid bond should the winning Widder 
sume Mebs e 895-7961 Bri Ми DUPLEX Wiliam St ARASAN COMPLEX, NOT lue D sonepl fa Contrats end anlar e id o ve etd LONDA CAUMA ori 
“ee_dTg"“™K miim iom uus WO т Cry закс месо sucre | "Аве о accept he contract; and award the bid to the next Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bid, 
pep T SLL" eu юшщ ————————— | wa Gommission does not assume any obligation whatsoever о compensate or ndemniy the 
а а йш lis enhor Tassi [HSN yay " удеп for any expense o oss tat may be incurred in ne proparaton of their bid, nor does И 

оао" LAMUARINKNA EON н Marsan || Clarantee thal an award wit be made 


РТТ CALL 939-0082 
MUNKS TOUCH ose tessa Sbr am PAM 09192221706 ШЕЕ | ерлеп award by ihe BAC is subject to the fna approva by tne Chairperson tte 
H WAREHOUSE/ omission. 


mrTTE UAL OTHER ERS FACTORY Thank you. 
3510650 : 00200074243 
ири carvanPup азий Very ray yours, 
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5702742 Метил Guys блл newthr лит 


Vt Fant Car Lan arc 
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5M worth of Account Receivables of items 
Vea ot este Т — i 
Tumama raaa ОН wo ore From reputable companies 


PON Bity. Beende M Gi ш М o Dk i 2% waking Cr 500072 


Mn CRAT AE Sin indiam Got à 
“we TsuB08* ЕСН complete with P.O., Invoice, D.R., Counter Receipts 


an egt Та; 952008 
ЕАО) БЕРЕТЕ 


КУТТИ значат | BIG Discounts. Cash Payments only. 


пия нит STAY ar suse 


‘TUTORIAL LESSONS 1 SE ero For interested parties please call 9133766, 9133876 


am SUR CABRERA TIENS FOR SALE look for Ms. Grace Wong or email your proposals to 


m. 
пена miM | е о ию мшш men silverglint@ yahoo.com or fax to 438-1588 


G Gueventhomes | Lists nr muay 2.7m 
Nr Sc LOAM в MORTGAGE | ELLEN 
Пи | + SUBIC bck ol ral 

NOUSELOLB 1085 T ERE. | MirGz MIL  PeWDTMGCAITURUM SUNSAVER SOLAR 
Iur T — — тта наои iy GENERAL 


EU "тү 
men mans vava raaro een impen toam Syn as — ITEMS FOR SALE 
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парий caria wih cases os Oe ard d 
'SOORDERED. 
Mano, мерава January 24.20. 


CONCEPCION S ALARCON-VERGARA 
dene 
(poteat a Ape a 16,2009) 


REPUBUG OF THE PHILIPPINES 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA 
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION 

BRANCH 19 

INTHE MATTER OF THE INTESTATE 

ESTATE OF THE LATE ALEGRIA 

STRESEL VOA OE FIGUERAS, 

REMEDIOS в, oBaNDO CRUZ. "9% 

ADAS © 


Алеев patton naving ean ed on March 12, 
names potions reug osansa] 


‘he 
ее 

{Lan Оо pb 
мее (Of consecutive weeks, b 
беш 

Чоке of his Order shali ve served orth upon 
than rars a hte s names архе 
inthe patr. 

SO ORDERED. 

Manila, Phiigginas, March 19.200 

(S04) ZENAIDA A. OAGUNA 

жо: зана b 


Inquirer CLASSIFIEDS 

=. Aurora branch is now open to serve your 
ie Cased Ads requirements, 

For inquiries, please call 912-9008 o 1. 


TEARS alaian 


09 Apri2005 
NOTICE OF RE-BIDDING 

RE: INVITATION TO BID NO. CMIPP-CM-04-03 

In vow ofthe ашт of lading on April 08, 2003 lor tha supply and 
delvery of construction materials (poniand camani) wih an approved 
Бикот? P2, 100,000. IA-CMIPP, CLSU Compound, Science 
Ciy of Muñoz, Invites вї interested ВАС accrodiad and pre-qualified 
SUPPLIEREIDEALERS f submit s and paricipats in he АЕ. 
Bimo eed on Ar 

Issuance of Bid For: bond ооо 
‘of constuction materials shall Бо fron Apri 11-15, 2003 

Sealed Bids in DUPLICATE forms accompanied by a Bidders 
Bond їп ine form ol CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK OR MANAGER'S 
CHECK ONLY and equivalent to two and one-half porcont (2.5%) 


in the Bid Box for Goods/Supplios and Services at tha office of 
the Project Manager not later than 12:00 HN of Арп 21, 2003 and 
‘Wil be publicly opened at 1:00 PM of the same dato a! NIA-CMIPP 
Conference Hall 

The NIA-CMIPPIBAG reserves the right lo reject any or all bids, 
walve any detect found therein and то accept olar most bonia o tha 
Sovornment, Tne decision ofthe ВАС In the evaluation of bids s inal, 

‘Allinqutes ponaining to ths Inviatlon to Bid may be directed o the 
above mentioned Oco. 


(S08) SERATIN A, PALTENG 


(Pot Aart v3 a Sz] ‘ject Manager 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ing free e-mal 
personal devel 


| HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 


Я 
~ INVITATION TO BID 


The Home Development Mutuel Fund (Pag-IBIG FUND) is Inviting ай 
азама terat Servico Providers lo à Bidding for ls SDSL Inert 
Connection (Dedicated Intamel Access) for 42003 with an Agancy 
Budget Ceilng ol Pt, 100,000.00. 


Terms of Reference and Bid lorms may bo obtained from the 
Pracuremant Section, Task Force-Genoral Servicos 71h oor Atnum ol 
Макай Guiding, MakallAve., Makal Ciy slarting Apri! 21, 2003 upon. 
Payment ol a ndn-alundabie foe of One Thousand (P1,000.00) Pesos 


Al intrested CanlractoreProvidars are invite o attend the Pre-Bio 
Conlerence whioh shall Бо hald on April 28, 2003 at е НОМЕ Mul 
Purpose Hal, Пт. 602, 6th laor, The Aium o! Makali Bulag, Мека, 
Avenue, Макай Cily at 8:0 o'clock In Ino morning. 


The НОМЕ rasorves the right to reject any or ай bids, waive any 
inlormalty or accept such bids оз may be considered advantageous io 
the Fund. Further, ihe НОМЕ assumes no obligation whatsoever lo 
compensate or incarvily the bidders Yor expenses or losses that may 
be incurred In рапкрайпр nts biden, 


For futhar inquiries andor information, lasso сай Mr. Carios A. Latorre: 
Ме Jose Maria М. Daz at B1 1-42-62, 81-42-79 or vil our Corporate 
Website al hite:/pag-Ibig-lune.com or e-mail us al 
батир info.con. ph. 


BACHTR 
by 


(9р8) EMMA LINDA B. FARIA 
Зопог Vice Prasident, Technical Support Group 
Vice Ghair 


Your career might only he a click of the mouse away. 


wormobmerheteninecos 


Repub ol tb Pipes 
Department ot Heal 
мане RODRIGUEZ MEDICAL CENTER 


"HIC accredited health care provider" 
HOSPITAL INFRASTRUCTURE 6105 AND AWARDS COMINTTEE 
Т 
INUTTID TO PREQUAUFVELIGIDILITY SCREENING AND TO BID 

“The Amang Rodriguez Medical Center (ARMC) thru the Hospital Bids 
and Awards Commitee (HIBAC) is re-nviing bids Irom Accredilad 
Оопгасіотг ofthe Philopine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) wilh 
minimun Icense category ol "А" and raison of MEDIUM В lr Building 
‘nd Indusial Plant forthe PROJECT: CONSTRUCTION OF TWO (2) 
STOREY HOSPITAL BUILDING al ARMC. 

The dates to be folowed are: 

1. Submission of Letter of Intent, 

РСАВ License and Rag station. 
(bring Original Copies at 
Contractors License) and 
Issuance of Eighty Documents 
Submission of Duly Accomplished 
Elgiblty Documents 
Posting o Е Contractors 

i масе or 89 Tonder Documents 
Pre-Bid Conference 
Submission & ds (боздо) qo 

7. Opening a Bids А, 

is aco od alts ne PM GIUM UA. 
‘Socond Floor, Adminsrative Bun. 

‘The complete sal ol bid tander documents may bo purchased by the 
Interested liio bidders upon payment of в nonrefundable fee of 
Ton Thousand Pesos (P 10,000.00) 

'HIBAC reserves tha right lo rejeo any or ай bids without ollaring any 
1oason, waive any orally and award the contract to any biddor whose 
proposal as evaluated by HIBAC Is Ino most advantageous 0 the 
fovernment, The HIBAC assumes по obligation to compensate or 
Tdemnly те bidders lor any expanso or loss that may be incurred in tho 
Preparation o! bids, nor doos t guarantoe thal an award wil be mado. 

"Tho Approved Budge! Cost foro projec в P20, 120,180.96 


(699) RODOLFO P. GREGORIO, MO, РРС 
Charon, HIBAC 


April to Apri 15, 2003 


April 22, 2003 
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OBITUARIES === 


— Day before идеп 


E) ETE TIONG BIO NS 


Jesus said to her, “1 am the Resurrection & the Life. 4 B RE NOCH 
alias ШО! 


He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies.” 


John 11:25 Has Joined his Creator 
on April 12, 2008 at the age of 70. 


His beloved wife Juanita Lo; his children Willy 


Our Dearly Beloved on Say etn Me Senay 
2 

‘Virginia and Juanita; his brother-in-law Chua Bun 

en ry и request the readers to pray for the eternal repose 


His remains lie in state at the Cattleya Funeral 
(December 30, 1928 to April 10, 2003) Homes, 486 Quezon Avenue, San Fernando City, 


Interment will be on Wednesday, 


La Union. 
Peacefully joined our Lord at the age of 74 and will be deeply missed by: 2s маа 


His loving wife Mary; 


- 
Children & children-in-law: Grace, Eleonor & James Hsia, Harry & Lisa, Elizabeth & @ тй 2 
David Wang, Vivian & George Chua, Winnie & Wesley Ng, Benjamin; о 
О lev reed yon fly ud por wil nando 
0 meio the world ofthe deod." — Pm 169-10 


Brothers & sisters-in-law: Victor & Anita, John (+) & Aniceta, Willie (t), James & Bernice, 2 
David & Lilian; Our Beloved Menny 


Ses A Gan Mam Lacy RAmaeDy || JOVITA ROQUE SIBUCAO. 


And all his grandchildren, relatives and friends. ота 


His body lies in state at ће Capilla de San Francisco, Sanctuario de San Antonio, лона eid DW ON Der past. 
We, her children Marites and Artemio Habitan, Mario and 


Mckinley Road, Forbes Park. у el, Miguel and Dina, Jun and Debbie, and Myla ad, 
His interment will be on Thursday, April 17, 2003 at the Heritage Memorial Park ее RE Seek 
К after the memorial services at 8:00 АМ. repose of her soul. 

Herrera seh rly een 13 Tang Dung t 


СЩ 3am are Benai бав Menor Pu, Cleo Cy. 


sae © E grinidad H. (Qillestas 


`4 
Died on April 12,2003 И || to Me, 


' LEONISACRUZMARCELO ` EN НАН || an yume ! 


of San Nicolas, Pasig City | Amaro Zak Bi 'Rringion Memorial Chop are weary 
Se а 126 Arteta Avenue, Quezon Cy 

Retired Teacher - Rizal High School plc ec and burdened, 

КЕ эне зын Interment wll be on Wednesday, 

АТИЯ 


Memorial Par ra | | you rest” 


CBB Ee z | 
r КОШО =O VE AURORAL DECA $| sme TEE 


will give 
 Pancefiully joined ber Creator on April 11, 2003 at the age of 92. and | will gi 


Her loving husband Edgar a ене; grandnephews Gary, Her remains lie in state 
ее at Loyola Memorial Chapels, : монен 10:30 
for the eternal repose of her soul. Guadalupe, Makari City ч n 


Her remains lie in state ar the family residence, Number | Caruncho Avenue, — de. Cremation will be on Тан, 
San Nicolas, Pasig City. i April 17, 2003 at 9:00 a.m. 


мак шка Coen а ЫККА y G Crematorium, Marks Cy rex, Anu obituary with a picture 
T — „иез oS “Anu Dill dell inthe Howe can be a fitting tribute 
a ge Lista de y to your departed loved one. 
Psalm 23 E 
Х Anil Siegen need... in а most elegant setting. —— ‘Always сони. INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


Ig 


STINANSISTER 


OF CONSOLA TIU OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
есе еа © Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (1.D.) 


SISTER MA. LUZ ANTIAJO 
PRODIGALIDAD, 08А WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 


я art and bank-to-bank payments 


Т GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK AND CHAPELS bre anar iere DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
fm) MESSAGE OF THANKS 
ДБ речь in US technique of sot, natural texture” body preservation) — | as DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


Kalsadang Bapo, Pers, MM, Phliphes + ТЫ, Nos. 642-234 1o 35: 642-6181 o 2: Fax No. 642-8840 REQUIEMS 
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Highlighting paragraphs 
in MS Word documents 


By Jerry Liao 


PLACE catchy highlights in your 
Microsoft Word documents by us- 
ing text boxes and shadows. 
Here's how: 

(1) Select the paragraph you 
‘want to highlight. 

(2) Click Format / Borders and 
Shading. 

(3) Select the Borders tab, 
choose between Box, Shadow, 3- 
Dand Custom. 

(4) Select the Color and the 
‘Width, 

(5) Set "Apply To :" to Para- 
graph. 


MasterCard addressess 


security concerns in 
online transactions 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


PowerTiPs 


(6) You can also add shadings, 
simply click on the Shading Tab 
and set your preferences. 

C) ClickOK 

For more tips, visit wwwbrain- 
share.com.ph. We would like to 
invite our readers to join The 
Powertips Group. Simply register 
online аг wwwbrain- 
share.com.ph/registerhtm and 
receive free tips via e-mail. For 
your comments, questions and 
suggestions, send your e-mail to 
infochat@mozcom.com. 


Fear of fraud, on the other 
hand, remains the single biggest 
INTERNET commerce was sup- barrier to converting online 
posed to be the best thing to hap- browsers to online shoppers. 
реп to business since the inven- MasterCard figures show that 
tion of computers, but although total online fraud last year 
online sales have been growing, reached $811 million. Although 
is growth in Asia has been fraudulent transactions account 
stymied by security concems. for less than 1 percent of total on- 
‘Mark Patrick, MasterCard vice line sales last year of $81.7 bil- 
president for business and tech- Пол, these have still prevented e- 
nology integration, said їп а те. commerce from reaching its full 
cent briefing in Singapore that potential 
Customers have shied away fom "The percentage of fraud on 
transacting business through ће the Internet is about the same as 
Interet because of fraud issues. іп the real world but the percep- 
On the part of the merchants, tion of prevalent fraud is there,” 
many have decided against going he said. 
into ecommerce because they MasterCard, thus, came up 
bear allthe risk in сазе the online with its SecureCode system to 
buyer disputes a purchase help solve the problem of authen- 
charged to his or her card. Some tication. Patrick says that with Se- 
do have e-commerce sites but do cureCode, the merchants would 
hot sell big-ticket items through know if the cardholder is really 
the Internet or some sell only to who he says heis, 
domesticbuyers. "The system provides them the 
Patrick sad these concerns means to know that they are sell- 
have limited online activity, espe- ing to the right person,” he sai. 
cially for cross-border transac- Тһе SecureCode system has 
tions. This prevents many enter- been rolled out in Europe and 
prises from tapping the world MasterCard figures show that the 
market. dollar and transaction volume of 
One of the main problems, he 1350 merchants in Spain that 
said, was authentication. Mer. are SecureCode-enabled have al 
chants selling products online most doubled in just three 
could not easly verify the identi- months 
ty of the customer, relying solely “With the authentication prob- 
onthe credit card information. lems out of the way, merchants 
Ifthe customer denies the pur- аге now more comfortable selling 
chase, the seller not only lost his expensive items online and more 
produc but he also hasto write- buyers are willing to buy" he 
off the shipping cost said. 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


INFOTECH .. 


= La Salle university being eyed 
to develop unique software 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 


WHILE engaged in a legal battle 
оуег the unique software devel- 
oped by its former Filipino em- 
ployee, a local startup has begun 
negotiations with a local univer- 
sity that would provide the skills 
required to develop the software 
into a commercial product, an of- 
ficial told INQ7.net, 

Softlabs CEO Frederick Lewis 
revealed that the company is 
close to sealing a deal with De La 
Salle University, The deal in- 
volves the institution's assistance. 
inthe co-development of the soft- 
‘ware conceptualized by an ex- 
‘employee of the company. 


ware 


tem market." 


Softlabs has come up with a 
conceptual framework for a soft- 
rogram 
"Moses," which stands for “mul 
ple operating system environ- 
‘ment simulator” 

‘This concept, if it becomes 
‘commercial, would allow Win- 
dows applications to run on non- 
Microsoft operating system like 
Linux, according to Softabs. 
‘Moses is also deemed to “level the 
playing feld in the operating sys- 


Based on the projections of 
SoftLabs, the company would be 
‘generating revenues of $660,000 
in its first year of operations from 
licensing the software to white 


box system builders in the United 
States, and a major strategic orig- 
inal equipment manufacturer, 
which is IBM. 

On its third year, the company 
expects to hit minimum revenues 
of $90 million from licenses 
alone. 

The company is currently 
downplaying the possibility that 
is software would eventually 
compete with Microsoft Corp.'s 
Windows operating system. How- 
ever, SoftLabs indicated that 
Moses would undercut Mi- 
crosoft’s dominant postion in the 
operating system market, as orig- 
inal equipment manufacturers 
and white box system builders 


codenamed 


‘would be able to build Linux box 
es that are able to run Windows 
applications, 

Over $30 billion are spent 
yearly on operating system soft 
ware, and about 300 million op- 
erating system copies are shipped 
every year, SoftLabs sal, 

“SoftLabs aims to provide mid- 
dleware products to alternative 
operating system (OS) manufac- 
turers that allow them to provide 
customers with an OS capable of 
running existing Windows appli 
cations. By bundling Moses with 
the OS itself, Moses will end up 
siting on ап inordinately large 
number of desktops," the compa- 
ny added. 


Flagellate thyself with Kakuto Chojin this Holy Week 


From page BI2 


plates. This shows how Kakuto 
Chojin makes good use of the 
Xbox graphics processing unit 
Instead of individually textured. 
map surfaces, the fighters "skin" 
acts like irs wrapped around a 
polygon skeleton. Shadows are 
also impressive in this dark game. 
Selfshadowing allows shadows 
to be cast on the fighters limbs 
and onto the floor in photorealis- 
Че relation to the light and envi- 
ronment. However, some of the 
rings do not have dynamic shad- 
‘owing and attempt to fool the un- 
trained eye. Some of the criss- 
crossing shadows fall down on 
the floor but not on the fighters! 
Sometimes, you can even see 
the fighter’s breaths and the mist 
produced when their bodies hit 
the ground, But then again, what 
good are fleshy, realistic charac- 
ters which are motion-captured 
perfectly if you don't get to enjoy 
What they do in the game? Kaku- 
to Chojin's combat engine—the 
heart of any fighting game—does 
not match the graphics engine. 
‘Another saving grace for Kaku- 
to Chojin is the four-player free- 
for-all which is absent in most 
fighting games. Four-player 
games are usually limited to tag 
team battles, But in Kakuto Cho- 
Jin, four players can choose to 
mix it up and fight tll only one 
man is standing in Battle Royal 
mode or grab the crown in the 


the crown. 


to Chojin. 


four-player Capture the Crown 
mode where you literally try to 
wear a crown on the ground and 
be the last man to go down with 


In single player mode, the Al is 
pretty lame unless you kick up 
the difficulty to "Extreme," the 
highest level. Probably the only 
difficult opponent is the last boss 
battle, where you square off with 
a hoofed and horned female vira- 
go named Daeva. Other than 
that, anyone who's ever played 
even the most basic of 2D fighting 
games can breeze through Kaku- 


Kakuto Chojin started off as a 
demo game for the graphics capa- 
bilities of the Xbox, and it looks 
like it never went beyond that. 
This game was rushed out of pro- 


duction with little thought or 
work added to the engine—an- 
other victim of the pursuit for eye 
candy instead of an overall good 
gaming experience. Pretty ironic 
since some of the members of 
Dream-Publishing’s development 
team came from Dream Factory, 
ап outfit partly responsible for 
SquareSof's Tobal series and The 
Bouncer, both on the PS2. 

So, if you want to see virtual 
fighters flagellating themselves 
or if you want to punish yourself 
this Holy Week, buy a copy of 
Kakuto Chojin. It would give you 
time to meditate and realize that 
some things of beauty are indeed 
Just skin deep. Ir would also make 
you suffer like a fool this Holy 
‘Week for wasting your money on 
the game. 


Asia to lead in broadband growth: IDC 


SINGAPORE—The Asia Pacific region outside of 
Japan will lead the world in terms of broadband 
Subscribers this year as telecoms operators lower 
their toll charges and mobile users increase in num- 
ber, an industry monitor said Wednesday. 

Tn particular, developing markets in China and 
‘Taiwan are poised to see sharp growth in broad- 
band subscribers, International Data Corp. (IDC) 
said ina report. 

“Although the Korean market is reaching satura- 
tion in terms of subseriber base, other markets such 
a5 China and Taiwan are growing rapidly as more 
infrastructure is being made available to users, 
business and consumers alike,” said Sandra Ng, re- 
gional vice president for communications. 

‘The efforts of Asian governments to push their 
economies to be more technology-oriented are also 


having an impact on the growth in broadband sub- 
scribers, IDC pointed out. 

"The positive correlation between broadband 
subscriber growth and proactive government policy 
is widely acknowledged," IDC said. "Many govern- 
ments in the region have been pushing to develop. 
their countries into knowledge-based economies 
and see broadband deployment and access as key 
catalysts.” 

However, pricing and the quality of infrastruc: 
ture will still play a crucial role in the take-up of 
broadband access in the region, IDC said. 

"The potential in user terms is substantial in these 
markets. The key drivers including the right mix of. 
pricing and infrastructure deployment have to be 
correctly played out to maximize the potential, 
said. AFP 


Hacked Xbox 
runs Linux 
sans mod chip 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva. 


HACKERS have managed to run 
the Linux operating system on 
Microsoft Corp.'s Xbox gaming 
console without hardware modi- 
fications, according to an online 
Xbox hacking forum. 

According to postings on xbox- 
scene.com and the xboxhack- 
ernet, the hackers were able to 
Tun ће free Linux operating sys- 
tem on an Xbox without soldering 
any modification or “mod” chip 
onto the console 

The hackers used a common 
exploit in a saved game from 
Electronic Arts’ Xbox title “007: 
Agent Under Fire," one of the 
postings indicated 

Тһе saved game causes а secu- 
rity problem called a buffer over- 
flow, which in tur starts а com- 
pact version of Linux 

To do ths, one needs an origi- 
nal copy ofthe James Bond game. 
and a memory card connected to 
а PC, according to the hackers. 
The hackers also suggested that 
one could build their own memo- 
ту cards using a standard USB 
memory stick. 

The Xbox has been designed to 
run only games that include secu- 
rity eode digitally signed by Mi- 
«вой. However, a mod chip sol- 
dered onto the circuit board of 
the Xbox can enable it to run pi- 
rated games and allow it to ac- 
cept other software aside from 
the Xbox operating system, which 
in turn is also based on Windows. 
Observers add, however, that the 
security hole found in the James 
Bond buffer overflow error would 
open up more holes that can be 
exploited on the Xbox. 

Previously, hackers have been 
trying to pry open the gaming 
console in order to convert it into 
a powerful computer that runs on 
Linux. Mod chips are currently 
being used to bypass the security 
mechanism in the Xbox so that it 
could rin unlicensed games. 


3Com future-proofs wi-fi installations with modular wireless LAN access points 


AS the options to go wireless get 
even more complicated, end- 
users face more choices when it 
"comes to standards by which they 
.connect to the network without 
wires, 
An example is the. 

‘ors offered by the 802.11 stan- 
dard, also known as wi-fi (wire- 
less fidelity), а now-popular 
‘wireless standard for connecting 
10a network. The variants of wi-fi 
«can confuse some people as far as 
implementation is concemed. 


There san 802.112, 802.11band 
even 802.11g—they are all the 
seme at the core yet offer differ- 
ent transmission speeds, offering 
consumers more choices yet may 
lead to more complications for 
some. 802.1 a is the fastest ofthe 
three, followed by 802.118 which 
is now becoming popular in 
Japan. However, 802.11b is the 
most commonly used and ean be 
found in wisi hotspots deployed 
in cafés 

3Com Corp. seeks to take the. 


clutter away from these myriad of 
choices, ЗСот recently an- 
nounced a new line of modular 
wireless LAN access points and 
upgrade kis that ofer customers 
the ability to easily ring the new- 
er 802.1 1a wireless standard into 
their network while preserving 
their investment in existing wire- 
Jess technology 

Businesses no longer have to 
choose one wireless networking 
flavor over the other. They can 
now implement and take advan- 


tage of both the widely avallable 
connectivity of 802.11b and 
802.11a's higher transmission 
speeds and less crowded frequen- 
cy while keeping costs down. 
“ICom continues to drive inno- 
vations that offer practical solu- 
tions for customers,” said John 
Yoon, senior director, wireless 
and ‘security product manage- 
ment, 3Com Corp. “The modular 
design of our new wireless LAN 
access points.are a perfect exam- 
ple: customers can now select the 


configuration of radios to best fit 
their organization while remov- 
ing the need to purchase addi- 
tional add-ons like power devices 
and antennas." 

‘The new wireless products in- 
clude the 3Com Wireless LAN Ас- 
cess Point 8200 with 802.11b ra- 
dio; the 3Com Wireless LAN Ac- 
cess Point 8500 with 802.11a ra- 
dio; and the 3Com Wireless LAN 
‘Access Point 8700 with 802.11a 
and 802.11b radios. 

АШ three access points offer 
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ading manufacturer of computer products. 


two configurable radio slots so 
hat customers can upgrade or 
change the radio boards to ac- 
commodate new technology or 
better serve the existing radio 
needs of an organization. 

The 3Com Wireless LAN Up- 
grade Kit is available in either 
802.11b or 802.112 and comes 
with a radio board, an antenna 
board, and necessary accessories. 
to allow the customer to easily in- 
stall the upgrade into the access 
point. 
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Technology used 
in lieu of travel 
with SARS threat 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 


THE SCARE and paranoia which 
the Severe Acute Respiratory 
‘Syndrome (SARS) has created in 
Asia is forcing some technology 
‘companies to cut down travel to 
countries hit hard by the killer 
pneumonia virus. 

"The situation, however, high- 
lights the role of information 
technology in terms of ensuring 
business continuity when there is 
a worldwide epidemic like SARS, 
according to Sun Microsystems 
Philippines president Cynthia 
Mamon. 

Sun, for one, has been doing 
more regional teleconferences to 
announce new products and 
company strategies for 2003 in 
the recent weeks, the executive 
said 

Company executives are also 
spending more time communi 
cating via e-mail to their regional 
headquarters ín Singapore. 

Such a scenario has, Mamon 
noted, indirectly forced employ- 
ees to resort to technologies that 
would allow them to work re- 
motely. 

Microsoft Philippines market- 
ing director Mark Yambot, for his 
part, said that the biggest soft- 
Ware company in the world is en- 
couraging subsidiaries in areas 
affected by SARS го have more 
flexible working hours. 

Yambot said that as a precau 
tionary measure, Microsoft em- 
ployees were also advised not to 


‘travel to countries hit hard by 
SARS. 

Microsoft has also rescheduled 
various events in Singapore, Viet- 
mam, China and Hong Kong.as 
another measure to prevent the 
likelihood of their people соп- 
tracting the virus in the said 
countries. 

Microprocessor manufacturer 
Intel also announced recently the 
cancellation of its major develop- 
ег events in Beijing and Taiwan, 
where SARS cases are high. 

Sun's Mamon admitted to local 
media that the company's em- 
ployees have been advised not to 
travel to Singapore for regular ex- 
‘ecutive meetings and other busi- 
ness-related activities im that 
country. 

“We have quarterly manage- 
ment meetings in Singapore. 
That was cancelled" she said. 

She added that Sun Microsys- 
tems has also cancelled several 
events in China with the SARS 
crisis, 

“SARS has hurt business more 
than the war on Iraq," Mamon 
remarked, saying that SARS has 
put more pressure on technology 
companies already reeling from 
the aftermath of the Sept. 11 ter- 
rorist attacks on the United 
States and the ongoing war on 
Iraq. 

Economists in Asia have said 
recently that SARS, they fear, 
might delay the expected growth 
of economies in the region this 
year 


Flagellate thyself with Kakuto Cho 


By Leo Magno 


"THIS being the Lenten season 
and all, and especially since some 
of you guys out there are plan- 
ning to flagellate yourself or 
atone for your sins one way or an- 
other during Holy Week I 
thought ld review a game about 
suffering suffering in the sense 
that the characters in the game 
beat each other to a pulp, and suf- 
fering in the sense that you'd rue 
the day you bought this particular 
game. 

Tm talking about Както Cho- 
jin, a fighting game developed by 
Dream-Publishing and published. 
by Microsoft Game Studios 

Ironically, Microsoft—creator. 
of the Xbox game console—has 
come up with a string of poor 
games for its own machine. 
"heres Azurik and Nightcaster 
during the first generation, and 
Sneakers, Blinx: The Timesweep- 
er and Kung Fu Chaos in the sec- 
‘ond generation. Even more ironic 
is the fact that some of the best 
Xbox games are not Microsoft- 
published 

In fairness, Microsoft Game 


Studios has come up with good 
games that went all the way to 
becoming certified hits. Let me 
see... there's Halo, then there's 
MechAssault. There's also Halo 
and MechAssault, And don't for- 
get Halo and MechAssault. 

But I digress. Lets talk about 
Kakuto Chojin and how it fits in 
Holy Week. 

First of all, you've got 12 bad- 
ass fighters whippin' each other's 
behinds across dark, 
underground-type 
arenas. However, the 
characters—which 
range from another 
Bruce Lee clone to a 
fat, homosexual Kung 
Ри academy ге 
ject—are bland and 
uninspired. Most of 
the characters are 
stereotypes. Reij, the 
Bruce Lee clone, wears shades 
that look like they came straight. 
from the 70. J.D. Stone, the pit 
fighter, looks like Brad Pit in the 
movie “The Fight Club." 

Kakuto Chojin's fighters are all 
set for Holy Week as they dish out 
generic, repetitive moves in the 


Fusion of Classic and New 


A grandfather sees in the 


grandchild a little of himself. 


Likewise, the grandchild 


may reflect some traits of 


his grandfather. 


We review hs game 
‘onthe Hox 


Kakuto group. This spoils the 
game since you get tired of seeing 
the same old kicks and punches 
and seeing them ай fall the same 
way. There is litle technique to 
be mastered. A second set of 
moves called Chojin can be ut 
lized once you beat story mode 
once. Which brings us to another 
flaw of the game, 

Kakuto Chojin's story mode is a 
misnomer. There is no story агай 

The whole thing is just 
so shallow with по 
depth at all. It looks 
like the developers 
merely placed story 
mode in there because 
other fighting games 
haveit. 

The fights take 
place in 12 dark, un- 
derground a 
eas—many of which 
are nearly identical. Some of the 
rings like Sacrilege and The Un. 
бейеу ае almost the 
same—there were just some 
palette changes and reposition- 
ing of elements, Surrounding the 
main ring is one huge static 
graphic image of the environ 


jin this Holy Week 


ment beyond. You can't pin fight- 
ers or damage them by throwing 
them at a wall, except for one or 
two rings which have edges on 
them, in which case you can kick 
or throw an opponent outside the 
ring for an instant KO. In fairness, 
though, two of the rings were re 
ally siriking—namely Top of the 
World and the Hall of Fates. Im 
"Top of the World, raindrops fall 
on the roofiop, making the floor 
wet and acting as a mirror to re- 
Пес the neon lights of the sur- 
rounding buildings. Combine this, 
with the movements of the Bight- 
ers and the individual drops of 
rain and you're treated to а visual 
feast. In Hall of Fates, the reflec- 
tion of the fighters while torch 
lights dance on the marble floris 

amazing 
As in most Xbox games, ће 
graphics are the most redeeming 
Factor of Kakuto Chojin. Tak a 
lose look at J.D. Stones hair and 
you'll see its volumetric. making 
it look real. As the fighters move, 
their skin and clothing appear to 
morph over their skeletons rather 
than just move on tp like armor 
p 
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In a RADO watch, you can see 
the blending of traditional and 
modern elements. An artistically 
refreshing look combined 


with enduring values. 


From the world's first 
scratchproof watch to the 
world’s first lanthanum watch, 
RADO has always fused the 
classic and the innovative to 
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Center in Ortigas and upon read- fromamong is suppliers. proved efficiency Feedback about the stores 
ing the sign he said, "Thats were ры ny When the chicken pops were Reyes admits that in the past 
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Ву Tina Arceo-Dumlao 
and Cyrain G. Cabueñas 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 

rstofevo pats) 
TACLOBAN CITY—Putting up a 
cooperative sounds зітре 
enough. Geta group of people to- 
gether, pool their funds or re- 
sources, lend out money to each 
other at an interest, collect pay- 
ments then finally split part ofthe 
profits among the members at the 
end of the year. 

What this formula does not 
show, however, are the serious 
problems that hound coopera- 
tives, often leading to bankrupt- 
cy These include the lack of man- 
agement and financial controls, 
difficulty in collecting payments 
and also the inability to make 
wise investment decisions. 

‘These problems partly explain 
why only a handful of the some 
30,000 cooperatives that are reg- 
istered with the government сап 
be considered “successful” or fi- 
nancially viable. 


‘Tragic situation 

The situation is tragic consid- 
ering that economic and political 
policymakers are one in saying 
that cooperatives have the best 
chance of helping people in the 
countryside get out of poverty. 

Built on the principles of broth- 
erhood, unity and selfhelp, coop- 
eratives have often become the 
lone source of financial help for 
fishing and farming communi- 
ties, except of course for loan 
sharks that bleed them dry. 


The Land Bank of the Philip- 
pines, which was created precise- 
ly to help stimulate countryside 
growth by providing livelihood fi- 
mancing to small farmers, fisher- 
‘men and peasant groups, recog- 
nizes this vast potential of coop- 
eratives to aid in poverty allevia- 
tion efforts 

LBR thus, has decided to step 
in and help build the capabilities 
ofthe leaders and the members of. 
these cooperatives to give them a 
better chance of avoiding prob- 
Jems and maximizing their gains. 

The decision has reaped divi 
dends as many small and large co- 
operatives across the Philippines 
were strengthened and are now 
firmly on the path to succes. 

The Ingumer recently visited 
three such cooperatives Їп Samar 
and Leyte that have benefited 
from the LBP's assistance pro- 
gram and have become models of 
how cooperatives should be run 

LBP's help came not only in the 
form of cash, but more impor- 
tantly in the form of training pro- 
grams to help these cooperatives 
eventually meet their ultimate 
goal, which is tohelp improve the 
lives of their members. 


ESSC-Remco 

Theirs is a noble profession. Un- 
fortunately, it is also one of the 
most low-paying jobs. Small won- 
der then that some teachers resort 
to selling ice candies and other 
goodies, at times even intimate 
apparel to make both ends meet. 

Yet there are still others who 
seem to have forged an endless 
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Cooperative spirit brings progress to countryside 


DANILO Alura (center) in front of ESSC-Remco's grocery store 
beside co-op members 


pact with loan sharks. 

‘Touched by this plight, Danilo 
Aura, Edmundo Campoto and 
other 
founded the Research and Exten- 
sion Multipurpose Cooperative at 
the Eastern Samar State College 
Campus in 1994. 

Tr was a tough sell to get mem- 
bers at first as the administrati 
and other faculty members did 
mot buy the idea easily. 

The 
the cooperative has limited ser- 
vices mostly benefiting the re- 
search and extension personnel 
only Moreover, the faculty mem- 
bers had tried toj 
trous results, other cooperatives 
before Remco. 

“No investment was returned. 


White 
like-minded colleagues 
stared 


The 


administration claimed bers to 


It di 


3, with disas- 


payme 
“We 


The board of directors would ei- 
ther declare bankruptcy or give 


ends,” Campoto recalls. Remco 


27,000 from the pooled contri- 
butions of some 18 teachers. 
With Alura at the helm, the co- 
ор was accredited by the Cooper- 
ative Development Authority. 


ing program that enabled mem- 


to their take-home pay, 
payable through salary deduction 


many members were finally freed 
from the clutches of loan sharks. 
But then the problem 


collection because the co-op was 
always the last priority on the 
payroll. Because of this, we came 
‘up with the policy to only lend to 
those who can рау” Alura says. 
Remcos membership more 
than doubled in just over a year 
эз many skeptics were won over 
by the slow but sure growth of the 
cooperative's resources. Campoto 
took over as chairman of the 
board from 1995 to 1999 when 


[Е 


Аша went abroad 
leave. 


Challenges 


well 


Rabbit candies zs divi- 
with а measly sum of 


machine. 


board then devised a lend- 


borrow money equivalent 
ich was 


id not take long befor 
f missed 


nts reared its ugly head. 
had a problem with the 


any commercial bank. 


E-COMMERCE in the Philippines is 
nor as widespread as it is in the Unit- 
ей States, This is why local compa- 
nies that want to expand in that di- 
rection almost always need to hire а 
foreign consultant. But in order to 
catch up with the fast-paced world of 
e-commerce, the Philippines needs to 
develop its own pool of local talent. 
This is the challenge being ad- 
dressed by iAcademy, the Philippine 
parmer of Carnegie Mellon Universi- 
ty the world’s No. 1 IT university iA- 
cademy recently introduced а new 
course under йз Business Manage- 
ment program called BS Business 


Management major in eManagement 
(BSBM-EM) which integrates iAcade- 
туз business management course 
‘with Carnegie's IT program. 

Peter K. Femandez, dean of the 
Business Management program, says 
by channeling the flow ofIT education. 
toward e-commerce, Academy pre 
pares Filipino students to take on this 
competitive TT industry and puts them 
at par with their foreign counterparts 

Femandez explains the need to 
‘come up with a new program that ad. 
dresses the changes in the way people 
бо business: “With the advent of e- 
commerce, the changes being imple- 


Managing in a wired market 


mented in business are very heavy on 
technology. Experise in business 
management alone is not enough.” 

At the same time, he says, there 
are IT graduates who are hired for 
business management positions but 
who do not fil them very well be- 
cause of poor communication skills. 

"In theory, the best systems ana- 
Iss are not IT graduates but busi- 
mess management graduates. But in 
reality systems analyss are TT grad- 
uates. The systems produced by 
these analysts are not good because 
IT people are not trained well for 
business, he explains 


Campoto successfully steered 
Remco through various chal- 
lenges so much so thatthe co-op 
gained the confidence not only of 
the administration and other fac- 
sy members but of the LBP as 


With its resources bolstered by 
1875 P2-million loan given in 
1998, ESSC-Remco expanded its 
operations from just lending to 
members to the operation of a 
canteen and even a photocopying 


‘After two terms, Campoto gave 
his seat to Felix Afable who ex 
panded Remco's operations further 
to include a quas- banking system. 

Through the member-savings 
operations, members can now 
avail themselves of overthe- 
counter loans and other emer- 
gency transactions. It lures de- 
positors by giving a higher inter- 
est rate on savings accounts than 


LBP helped train the in-house 
staff on bookkeeping and ac- 
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counting practices to monitor the 
operation. The bank also audits 
the financial statements every six 
‘months to make sure that its op- 
erations are aboveboard and sus- 
tainable. 

їп 2001, fresh from his studies 
abroad, Alura was again elected 
chair of the board. He imple- 
mented safety nets ike creating 
an auditing committee and en 
suring loan payments through 
the co-maker system. 

Over the years, Remco through 
LBP has evolved from a small en- 
terprise into an establishment to 
contend with. Its capital has 
grown significantly from P27,000 
to P2773 million as of the end of 
last year and membership has 
grown to 206 members from 18. 

"ts financial stability can now 
be gauged though indicators 
such as portfolio quality, efficien- 
су, stability operation and sus- 
tainability or Pesos. 

‘This year, it plans to build mar- 
ket stalls inside the campus to 
benefit both local vendors and 
students, The booths will be af- 
fordable and the profit will again 
go back to the members in the 
form of dividends to be split up at 
theend ofthe year. 

Profiting the most from the co- 
operative are the teacher-mem- 
bers, With theirsingle-minded ef- 
forts to grow their cooperative, 
many of these unsung heroes no 
longer have to think about selling 
ice candy to make ends meet nor 
will they get White Rabbit ean- 
dies as dividends. (To be contin- 
ued) 


on study 


| Broad-based growth 


through cooperatives 


(Second ofa series) 


COOPERATIVES, as everybody now know, are 
viewed worldwide as the most effective grass- 
roots self-help organization capable of unify- 

| ing the diffused individual power of small 
producers and consumers. 

‘They serve аз an economic counter-force to 
fortify grass-root bargaining power, as means 
to broaden ownership of productive enter- 
prises; as a mechanism to poo! the resources 
they have in order to meet mutual needs; asa 
forum to promote savings and capital forma- 
tion; as well as facilitate equitable distribu- 
tion of wealth and profits. 
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Ina country like the Philippines, where the 
population is high relative to land area; 
where poverty alleviation is still the hallmark 
of the national development plan; where the 
bulk of the economic resource is still in the 
hands of a few; and where business runs un- 
der a trader-controlled economy—the bond. 
ing of the disadvantaged majority into self- 
help organizations like the cooperatives is a 
strategic imperative. 


Development strategy 
“This development strategy took а progres- 
sive tum in the mié-90s when Land 
Bank—dead set in tapping sn economical, 
рагїсрайуе and integrative way of reaching 
е agrarian beneficiaries decided 10 
che hamessing of these self-help 
groups as partners in carrying outa wholesale 
Spprosch toward a timely delivery of finan- 
al services. Clearly а method which avoids 
the inefficiencies and high cox of individual 
lending 

"The path to this cooperative Land Bank бе 
up was not easy though, given the sae of he 
‘cooperative sector then. 

Review of the sector specially the agricul- 
mural cooperative, tels us of constraining 
Zaps to contend with, namely: 

* Membership development and expansion- 

$ Business operations and profitably. 

* Savings promotion and capital build-up. 

$ Bookkeeping and financial ransparency 

+ Leadership and management of growth. 

Weaknesses in these five broad areas of 
concer are not totaly traceable to the coop- 
rotors themselves. They were to a material 
fxtent precipitated by government spoon 
feeding programs thought to be benevolent 
but ended up counterproductive. 


Co-op failures 
Take the case of the externally initiated 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


=z, 
Antonio T Hernandez cl "Seach 


pre-cooperative units (Semahang Nayon) 
and the concessional Masagana 99 tandem 
which haunts rural development up to now. 
Organized and implemented on a supply-led 
premise, they eliminated each other, but not 
fore distorting the values of people toward 
credit and deraling the rural banking sys- 
On the other hand, the internally initiated, 
savings-riven community-based coopera 
tives and their urban counterpart Le, the 
credit unions, оока more healthy trn 


High personal discipline 

Growing at heir own pace, and riding on 
a strong capital base generated from savings 
of members with high personal discipline, 
they stood their ground unshaken to this 
day—obviously the leading segment of the 
sector 

Experts in the agricultural development 
circuit are one in pointing out the culprit in 
this sorry state of rural finance namely, the 
traditional thinking that: the poor cannot 
save; hence, the lack of emphasis on savings 
and the tolerance toward dole outs; subs 
dized credit is primary concern; hence, the 
hostility to che formal banking system and the. 
non-sustainability of programs due to the ab- 
sence of cost recovery; and emphasis on pro- 
jects ahead of people; hence, the lack of pre- 
paredness of borrowers to handle projects 


Market-oriented policy 

However, the advocacy shift toward a de- 
mand-driven, market-oriented policy ushered 
in by the National Credit Council which em- 
phasized timeliness of inputs (financial and 
technical) in terms of availability and better 
access rather than subsidies; and competitive- 
ness of output (products and services) in 
terms of quality and reliability rather than 
sheer production, has brought a reversal to 
the пабоі thinking in Philippine rural f- 
nance. (To be continued) 

(Antonio T: Hernandes is a senior vice presi- 
dent of the Land Bank of the Philippines. The 
MAP secretariat and the author may be reached 
via mgpsec@globenet.com ph) 


What you never knew about this bee 


FrompageCt 
creased three times to a record P26.8 billion 
in 2002. 

As рап of is continuous innovation, Reyes 
says Jollibee has been offering a new promo 
every week o celebrate is silver anniversary. 

An earlier innovation undertaken was its 
patties. At the start, the burgers used to be 
delivered pre-mixed to the stores and the 
patties were formed in the branches. 

Аз demand grew however they had to de- 
vise a more efficient system so they got patty 
machines which improved efficiency. 

But what has really been sustaining Jol- 
њег all these years isthe growing population. 
of the Philippines. 

Their surveys show the bulk of their cus- 
tomers are families. 


Reyes, the fourth marketing manager of Jol- 
bee, says she sees her role as very challenging. 


Social conscience 

Like most corporations its size, Jollibee has 
also involved itself in soclo-civic activities, 

Ir has been very active in the Habitat for Hu- 
manity where Ceneza says they have bullt more 
than 60 homes for the poor totaling P7 milion, 

They also have a supplemental feeding pro- 
gram for 0- to 6-year-old children—a project 
With the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development. 

"They also plan to employ specially abled 
people in 300 stores. In particular those who 
cannot speak nor hear. 

Jollibee has 434 stores, 190 of which are 
company owned and the balance are held by 


franchisees. BORN 
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MOVEMENTS 


CIS has new president 
CORPORATE Information Solutions (CIS) recent 
iy announced the appointment of Yolanda Arbi as 
president. ars Immediate priory варто 
the organization to face the топ! challenges of 
an increasingly competitive Information and 
communications technology (СТ) Industry and a 
dificot global economy. 

A ormer CIS officer, Al јо the group at 
ter har recent stint at Getronics Philippines, an 
Amsterdam, Netherlands-based global ICT com- 
Dany het has enjoyed a local presence since 
1985 as Olivert 1S0 and Wang Global 

Prior to that, she was divislon manager/group 
headin various capacities for Fults Philippines. 
She has 26 years of experience In ICT software 
and data center services. 


East West Bank has 


new retail credit head 

EAST West Banking Corp. (EWC), one ofthe 
country’s fastest growing banks, announced re- 
‘antl the appointment ol Alex G. agan as senior 
Vice president to head the retail credit business of 
the bank 

Tagan wil be asked to handle the consumer 
Ioans business segment ofthe bank. His appoint- 
ment comes in ine with the bank's renewed 
thrust о expand Its consumer business, particu- 
larly in the area of housing loans. 

The new ЕМЕС executive brings to the bank 
his expertise ás a veteran consumer credit execu- 
tive in th financial circult, with years of experi- 
‘ence in handing the credit card business, having 
‘worked with various multinational companies like 
Procter & Gambie and Pepsi Cola. 

Tagan graduated with a ВА Economics de- 
ree at the De La Salle University 


ТЕЕ appoints new УР. 
TOTALFINAELE Philippines Corp. (TFE Philip- 
pines), a subsidiary of Paris-based multinational 
ой and gas company TotlFinaf has appointed. 
Raymond S. Royales as the new vce resident 
tor consumer sales dision: 

Previously assigned as TFE Philippines’ dls- 
trict manager for Visayas and Mindanao and for 
special projects, Royales handled new business 
Opportunities in the said areas. He brings with 
him nine years of experience in the oll industry 
here he was among TFE Philippines first six 
consumer sales engineers tasked to gain new ac= 
counts in the county 

He replaced Arsenio “Arsenic” Villanueva 
who was promoted to a more senior position 
within the тиан Holding Co. based in 
Philadelphia, USA. Villanueva is the first Fil- 
iino to be expatrated by the тоша! 
Group. 

Royales completed his degree in Business Ad- 
ministration and Accountancy at the University ot 
the Philippines, Ойтал, Quezon City 


in Partnership w 
Global Leaders 


y 


PNB President & CEO Lorenzo V. Tan (left) and 
Citigroup Hong Kong Country Officer T. С. Chan 


PNB is forging partnerships with great global companies to provide 
its customers better products and greater convenience. 


PNB remittance service plus via 7-Eleven stores sets a new standard 

in remittance servicing for overseas Filipinos in Hong Kong. Made 

possible by PNB's partnership with Citibank Hong Kong. 
ЕСО С ire] Еге 


ARGEE DE GUZMAN 


Operator, RBGEES Trucking 


Shell Rimula, ang premium heavy duty oil na sadyang gawa рага sa diesel engine. 
Tamang-tama ang lapot kaya kayang abutin at protektahan hanggang kaloob-looban ng makina, 
‘Alam mong sigurado ang delivery kaya garantisado ang kita, Walang kakaba-kaba. Sige, subukon mol 


Shell Rimula. For longer oil life. Longer engine life. 
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RUYY.Moreno,RCBCVPandexecutveasistantto ALFONSO Yuchengco of RCBCiswelcomed by SALLY Navarro, Cesar EA. Virata, vice 
the chair; Walter Ambrogi, chief executive, Greater incoming CEO of Nestle Phils. Inc., Salvador Picem; chairman & acting CEO of RCBC and 

China & Korea, IntesaBci S.RA-Hong Kong Br;}.C. — and its outgoing CEO Juan B. Santos president, Bankers Association of the. 

Parreñas, senior advisor to the chair of Chinatrust, " Philippines 


Ambassador fetes Asia-Pacific’s 
biggest group of top bankers 


MBASSADOR Alfonso Т. 
Yuchengco recently ten- 
dered a dinner for the dele- 
gates of the Asian Bankers Associa- 
tion Planning Committee with 
President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo as guest of honor. 
ABA is the largest and most active regional 
organization of banks їп the Asia-Pacific re- 
gion with a membership of some 120 leading 
banks in the region as members. 
In the Philippines, ABA members include. 
Allied Banking Corp., Development Bank of 
RCBC COO Valentin Araneta with wife ihe Philippines," Equitable-PCIBank, 
Metrobank, Philippine National Bank, Rizal 
Commercial Banking Corp. and Security PRESIDENT Macapagal shakes 
Banke Hah Song Wang, advisor to the Taiwan's 
"The association recently announced its Minister ef Finance. 
support for the development of securitization 
and credit guarantee markets in Asia. The po- 
sition paper of ABA was in response to a call 
фу the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation for 3 
private sector views on the said issue. У RJ dela Cuesta, 
‘According to Rizalino 5. Navarro, chair of ed GABRIEL Singson, ^ CAPCCIdeputy THOMAS K.S, Chen, 
the ABA Policy Advocacy Committee and ABAboardadvsor, director-general of Chinatrust 
RCBC, the growth of securitization wil pro- : 
more development of bond markets in Asia. 
However, financial markets are not devel- 
oped enough to channel savings in Asia worth 
about $1.3 billion of official reserves directly 
to Asian borrowers. Instead, they are usually 
invested first in che US and in European mar- 
Кез before being recycled back to Asia 
Navarro also said that ABA believes securi- 
tization can help small and medium enter 
ЧЕ... prises chain financing, allowing smaller 
STEFAN Hohi, senior economi mf bond issues of many companies to be bundled MONETARY Board member Antonino 
srinternational Settlements (BIS) and together into larger ones with higher credit Alindogan with wile Amaryllis, praia! MONETARY Board member Melito Salazar 
1 President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo ratings, greater liquidity and lower costs. ны with wife. 


Novelty shirts give Batanguefios sense of identity 


By Mei Magsino started printing 50 pieces of Tshirts lar jobs during the weekdays. shires range from the most ridicu- BRI ART E paai wy, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau with Batangueño phrases in their Я Jousto the most gross. 

house in Brgy Granha, this. Batangas Nobeltis 
BATANGAS CITY—As former vice The couple used the silkscreen "As the demand grew in two Batangas speak 
president for operations of LBC, process thar Latay learned in De months’ time, our consignee Тор, which means sexually 
Зал Latay's job involved frequent La Salle University in Lipa asavo- started to pressure us to produce aroused, goes on print as Tirog na 
travels around the county. cational subject in high school. more. Tess and I noticed that the Tirog. 

He noticed then that most It was Tess who wrote the text hobby we started was no longer — Another message on the shire 
provinces have one thing in com- printed on the shiit they bought just a hobby” Latay says. likens life to a kitse (bottle cap) 
mon that Batangas doesn’t have: from Divisoria. Since Latay saw the potential with “Ang buhay ng tao ay parang 
a novelty Tshirt that Ва.  "Thedecisiononthename Ala- ofthe business, he resigned from kitse, minsay unat, minsay 
fanguefios can wear anywhere eh Shirtwas Tess. Webelieve that his job in LBCin 1993 and putup pingkot, minsay tinghar, minsay 
with pride. our Fshires willbe bought notbe- a printing shop next tohishome, taob" (Life is like a bottle сар, 

{noticed that novelty Tshirts cause of the design, but for the ‘The couple put up the Diwang sometimes stretched, sometimes 
in every region Ive been to really concept that our clients would Laya Textile Printing that year, deformed, sometimes spread, 
sells not only to tourists but also take pride in being а with Ala-ch shirt as their first sometimes facing the ground). 
to locals who are proud хо show Batangueño," Latay explains. product, Latay also applied social rele 
who they are and where they're A consignee who had a stall in Не was the first Lipeño to pro- vance ín the messages printed on 
from,” Latay says. the city’s public market agreed to fessionalize the Tshirt printing the shirts, 

He adds that he also noticed  selliheirTshirs. business. Back then the business When Onyok Velazco lostinthe the Batanguefios who live and papers that he owned my busi- 
that although Baranguefos have After seven days, their con- in the city was just a backyard in- Los Angeles Olympics and the Fil- work abroad. ness," Latay says, He also went to 
their atypical Tagalog, they didn’t signee came back to ask for more dustry. ipinos suspected foul, his shirts Ні wife Tess used to be their the National Bureau of Investiga- 
havenoveltyitems they covld call Ala-th shirts as the SO pieces "I hired the workers and antists put out the message “Nadaya ka- censor, but now, nobody censors tion and ordered its officers to 
their own. were already sold inone week. who used to workin the backyard mi”above rhe LA. Olympicslogo. Фе messages. raid his shop, he says. 

н "The couple then decided to printshops," Latay recalls." That Буп before former President — "Thats because we refine the : 
Hobby turned business. print more shirts during week- way, I was able help them by giv- Joseph Estrada's impeachment messages ourselves. The goal was Intellectual rights 

їп 1992, he and his wife, Tes, ends as they still have their regu- ing them jobs while retaining the tria Ala-Eh shirt has been com. to have religious, intelligent, cute, Fortunately, the NBI officials, 

craft they love ro do." ing out with Eraption antics in sarcastic, ridiculous, and gross most of them lawyers, knew 

‘They also stopped buying their Batangas language. messages presented with class about intellectual property rights 
Tshirts from Divisoria, To cut Tourism also got its boost with and style,” Latay says. amd demanded the imitator to 
down on costs, they sewed the the message "Kung gusto moy al- |. produce a copy of his trademark 
shins. wan sa buhay, за Batangas ikay Fight for Ala-eh certificare. 

Latay also put up their first suminsay" (If you want an easy Although Latay has proven “I have the trademark cerif 
store in the city, which he named life visit Batangas). that he was successful in the nov- cate, not thar imitator, So the NBI 
Batangas Nobeltis. н ely business, he confessed that summoned me and when they saw 

‘The store was followed byan- Social commentaries he could have been more success- the trademark certificate with my 
other in the Caedo Commercial To protest the US-led war fulif he was protected by the De- name on it, they declared Ala-Eh 
Complexin Batangas City and an- against Iraq, one of the new shirt partment of Trade and Industry's shirt as mine. They also advised me 
other one in Tanauan City designs had the words “Sawa na trademark office. to file an infringement case against 

‘That time, he still maintained ako sa gulo, sa kapayapaan naman Although Latay has already ap- that imitator,” Latay says. 
his growing number of con- tayo (Im already tired of trouble, plied for a trademark cenificate лау filed the infringement 
signees and dealers. lets have peace)" writen arounda at the DTI main office in Макай case in 1998 which was settled 

drawing of the globe. city which took him two yearsto out of court in 2000. 
Ala-eh concept “Another anti-terrorist design get, an imitator allegedly robbed "One thing I leamed from that 

"For the first time, the goes "Terrorist no entry! Peaceful him of his copyright. experiences that no one can ler a 
Batangueños had something they kami dine sa Ale-Eh country! “In 1995, a businessman from good man down,” Latay says. "I 
сап wear and show off, a shirt (Were peaceful here in АВ.) Lipa city claimed to be the firstto fought for what T believed in and 
that can tell the world who they county). come up with the Ala-Eh shirt, He what was really mine.” 
are, that they are Batangueños When his first daughter was even had the guts to gerthecopy- The problem was, when the 
through and through, and they bomtwoyearsago,hestaredde- rights office and got a sworn case closed and he was ready to 
are proud of it,” Latay says. signing children’s clothes with statement and copyright certifi- expand farther, the Asian econo: 

Graphic designs then followed Batangas rhymes and graphics cate elaiming that he owns Ala- my was going downhill. 
ay the messages in full and scream- suited for children. Eh Shir," Latay says. 

BURS ing colors. “Weseetoitthatourmessages, Lamay was a маши of the DT's Management by example 
Dr quen “We also launched participa- be they purely Batangueño or non-synchronized copyright and Like all courageous Batanguefios, 
4 tivedesigns as part of our promo- ло, have social relevance,” Latay trademark processing. Back then, Lay didnt give up the fight for his 
pore tions. We accepted designs sug- says. "That way, welll never be the trademark office and сору. business nor let the copyright prob- 
> gested by our clients. The win- Пей out of the latest trend.” right office worked separately. lemalfechisbusines. 

ning designs were printed on our The concept of putting “Fora year that imitator ha- МАЙ a growing number of 
‘Eshirts, and the design contribu Batangueño words, which not ай rassed me, claiming thar Ala-Eh dealers here and abroad, Latay 
DINE la-ang. (Only here) In front of the novelty store screamsaboard tor gets'a free shire,” headds, Tagalog-speaking Filipinos un- shirt was his, Не evet circulared says he wants to have a branch of 
full of Ala-eh shirts. тотон нисанотозоляныдонынду Batangas words used on the derstand, was a hit, especially to leaflets and advertised on news- Aln-Eh Nobeltis store In Manila. 


MOONYEEN Singson; Susanne Y. Santos, RCBC director and 
Amaryllis Salazar 


fe АВА Advisory Council member Peter B. Favila, member, ABA chair 
‘Ambassador Alfonso Т. Yuchengco, an ABA Policy Advocacy 


LIFE likened toa kitse (bottiecap). This design is one ofthe store's 
bestsellers. 
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ТО compete against the market leaders 
doesn't mean a Filipino-owned business 
has го match the cash outflow of the rival 
giants, 

Alit takes is guts, the right strategy and 
the endless passion for new challenges. 

Filipino entrepreneurs can take their cue 
from RFM, the food firm, Corporation as 
President and CEO Joey Concepcion 
shared some of his trade secrets in the re- 
‘cent Business Leadership Forum organized 
by the Ateneo de Manila University John 
Gokongwei School of Management at the 
InterContinental Manila last March 26. 

From a small flour-milling company in 
1958, RFM grew into one of the coun- 
пуз consistent Top 100 Corporations in- 
Asia. 

With the energy and skills he admitted- 
ly inherited from his grandfather Don Sal- 
vador Araneta, the third generation Joey 
cached on his passion for new challenges. 
to transform RFM from a commodity 
business toa multi-brand corporation. 

"What excites me is challenging the 
leaders. What excites me is brand building. 
‘That's why my vision then was to change 
our business model from being a commod: 
ity company into a branded food and bev- 
erage company" said Concepcion. 


== PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BuSINESSMonday 
Right strategy, passion can beat a giant’s cash flow 


‘CONCEPCION 


Believe it or not, this La Salle graduate 
actually started 20 years ago as RFM's 
salesman for Luzon who just wanted to 
prove that he could add more value to 
the company. But his humble beginnings 
equipped him with the wisdom and the 
experience he need to fulfill his des- 


tiny—as he further admits most of his 
learning came from the field where he 
got the pulse of what the consumer mar- 
Yet really wanted. 


Reinventing RFM 

RPM's success didn't happen 
overnight. With San Miguel dominat- 
ing the market and the uncertainties 
of the Philippine economy then, no- 
body wanted to put money in the com- 
pany then, Joey thought of determin- 
ing what RPM's business model was, 
relying in the company's cash 
cow—the flour operation—for the 
needed investment 

"Though struggling to convince family 
members to change the business model, 
Joey made the bold move to direct in- 
vestments to go into brand building. 

His frst acquisition was to buy the 
brand called Selecta—a small-based 
product owned by the Arce Family and 
available in only 20 supermarkets. 

Magnolia at that time controlled 95 
percent of the ice cream market and 
many thought Joey’s move was a crazy 
strategy and a big gamble 

"But the young but sharp-minded Joey 
saw the opportunity others coulda’ se. 


That time, the quality of Magnolia was very 
bad and the company was having problems 
with the management and other things. 

He decided to relocate the Arce's facil- 
ities to their own plant, and his equally 
sharp marketing whiz brother, John, 
helped put a team composed of veterans 
from Magnolia, Together, they thought 
of coming out with new exciting flavors 
and Selecta fast became a fantastic hit, 

Selecta broke Magnolia's market 
monopoly. 

"The problem with leaders who have 
been lording over the market for long В, 
they tend to be lax. And this could tum 
into a big window of opportunity for 
small- and medium-based businesses,” 
explained Concepcion. 

"The success of Selecta was way be- 
yond our expectation. The advertising, 
the marketing... the whole thing actual- 
Jy was of the right quality at the right 
time. les a matter of being aware of the 
right opportunity” he added. 

Right timing itis, and after Selecta, 
Joey found another brand and a compa- 
ny called Cosmos, Looking back, Con- 
cepcion considers it "the most daring 
feat” as it really took a lot of guts even 
thinking of challenging Coca-Cola, 


But victory was already at hand for 
REM when San Miguel sold Coca-Cola to 
an Australian company Amatil, The 
dliché "Mag-Sarsi Ka Para Maiba” and 
"Pop Cola—Tama ang Timpla” caught 
like fre among Filipinos. 

"You will have a hard time competing 
against a local if you're managing a busi- 
ness from overseas. Atthat time, the Aus- 
tralians running Amatil didn’t know 
what was happening here and they just 
kept increasing the price of Coke. That 
‘opened doors for the entry of Sarsi and 
Pop Cola in the mass-based market" 
Concepcion related 

"The softdrink market а P40 billion 
industry. The pricing strategy of Pop Cola 
worked, and it allowed Filipino con- 
sumers to try and see that there was no 
significant difference between Pop and 
Coke. So we built distribution capacity 
allover the Philippines and embarked on 
a very aggressive marketing program. 
‘Thus, we came out with another winning 
brand.” 

“Pop Cola emerged a big threat. When 
San Miguel regained Coca Cola, acqui. 
ing Pop Cola from REM for whopping 
price of P14 billion was the best thing to 
do," he added. 


Protecting families of 
overseas workers 


From page C8 


There is а way to raise the pay of some while 
reducing their number of days abroad. The 
government can certify the best workers in 
their respective fields. They are on the honor. 
roll, This seal of quality can help them negoti- 
ate for higher salaries and longer leaves. 

For example, a construction company in 
Qatar wouldn't want to lose йз star engineers. 
‘The Doha executives may pay a premium for 
their salaries and allow them more time back 
home. 

‘Another means is to promote more OFW 
trips to the Philippines by reducing airfares. 
The state may make special deals with the 
various airlines. The government arranges for 
bullcbuying of special flights for OFWs, tak- 
{ng advantage of wholesale rates 

Recall that airlines do provide more attrac- 
tive rates for bulk ticket sales. The savings will 
be more pronounced for trips during off-peak 
seasons, 

A variation of this is to take advantage of 
bonus trips. Airlines give away bonus seats to 
the agents who recruit a large block of paying 
passengers. The state can play the role of 
‘Wholesale agent, collect bonus tickets and raf 
fle them off 


Internet skill 

The government should also require de- 
parting OFWs to master the Internet. 

Twas in a Net café one weekend and no- 
ticed a father with his eight-year old daughter 
seated beside me. Their computer had a spe- 
cial video camera attached to the monitor. 
They were on "chat" mode with the mother 
who was in Hong Kong. "Mommy, Mommy" 
squealed the girl. 

"The mother was on the sereen live, waving 
at the two and she could see the image of the 
father and daughter from her station. The 
family clearly made an appointment to be on 
the Internet at a specific date and time. And 
all for a minimum charge in the Net café. 

Thanks to video and telecommunications, 


they could communicate visually on their 
weekend date, 

High technology does wonders to help peo- 
ple keep in touch. Before they leave for other 
countries Filipino workers should be adept at 
using email, surfing, egroups, community 
websites, electronic chat and how to access 
Net video. And that's on top of cellphone tex- 
ting with global roaming, a Filipino area of 


Business training 

OFWs should also be encouraged to put up 
their own small businesses here. Through 
their migrant work, they have saved a litle 
nest egg. That money will earn the highest re- 
turns in business, Profits from the enterprise 
may be sufficiently high to keep them in the 
Philippines. 

Besides, business does fit the mindset of 
the OFW They won't settle for mediocre mon- 
ey after getting used to high pay. They are 
driven by hard work. They want comfortable 
living standards for their families, They are 
risk-takers. They are mobile and flexible in 
their outlook. And they are pushed by habits 
cof world-class excellence 

Businesses set up by OFWs are nothing 
new, of course, Many a jeepney bears the 
proud inscription, "Katas ng Saudi." But plain. 
intuition is not enough; they need profession- 
al guidance. 

"They need to master marketing, financial 
statements and the registration mill. They 
need to know how to export, The govern- 
ment should arrange for business training 
for returning workers. An entrepreneurial 
heart is nor the same as an entrepreneurial 
mind. 

Business outsourcing, certification, and the 
bulk buying of trips. Internet mastery, video 
technology and business training. These 
should ease the strain on OFW families as 
they pursue jobs across the planet. Comments 
todarroyo@phitonline.com 


Be a part of the Kodak Express Program and enjoy the rewards of being part of a strong, profitable | 
and organized program network that will guide you through every step of the way. 
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© Retail Training • Dedicated Website * Increased Sales 
So forge a partnership with Kodak, the leader in traditional and digital imaging, and shift your 
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you SAVINGS. 


Some home loans tempt you with n cash reward. But before 
you sign up, check the terms. Will you have to pay higher 
interest rates? Is the loan term longer than necessary? 


Filipino elders often advise “huwag magpabulag sa pera. 
‘That's why HSBC doesn’t offer you money. Instead, it offers 


With a home lonn from HSBC, you can сш interes payments 


and enjoy savings throughout the life of your loan. Our 
advanced Home Loan Simulator shows you instantly how 
your monthly amortization can be adjusted to suit your budget 
or shorten your loan term, 


Let HSBC's international expertise and local insight help you 
make the right choice, right from the start. For more 
information, visit our website at www-hsbe.com.ph. 


( on't marry (er money. 


‘nd don’t make the same mistake 
with a home loan. 


HSBC © 


The world’s local bank 
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OFWs huge source of P 
for local businesses 


MORE than ever, today's overseas Fil- 
ipino workers (OFWs) are emerging 
as the country's economic savior, with 
their pooled resources amounting to 
over $8 billion (P40 billion) as a po- 
tential source of unborrowed capital 
for local businesses. 

“Harnessing this huge dollar in- 
‘come for productive enterprise is the 
key to widening the countrys en- 
trepreneurial and domestic capital 
Базе, which can enormously raise na- 
tional productivity and protect us all 
from external financial shocks," said 
Eduardo del Rosario, chair of the 
Overseas Filipinos WorldNet 
(OFWNet) Foundation Inc. 

OFWNet is a private, non-stock, 
non-profit organization formed by 
‘more than 1000 migrant Filipino 
leaders worldwide to serve the needs. 
of OFWs and their families, protect 
their interests, and pursue their s 
cloeconomic and political welfare ir 
dividually and collectively 

"In pursuit of that goal the 
OFWNet has created the OFW Inter- 
national Holdings as the umbrella 
corporation of the various businesses 
that will be spawned by pooling the 


y. 
Ar 
Clips." 
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Winning 
travel 


program 
ATOURISW-oriented credit card 

program ofthe Bank of the Philppine Islands (BPI) 
has won the Pacific Asia Travel Association's (Pata) 
Gold Awards 2003 for the Industry Marketing-Cred- 
Сап Company Category. Endorsed by the DOT, 
ВРІ Credit Cards" Travel Madness 2002 offered 
lents a chance to appreciate the Philippines 
Wealth ot Wonders (NOW) through the lowest pos- 
ble Interest rates to such destinations as Boracay, 
Bohol, Davao, Palawan, Baguio and Banaue. Laud- 
ing BPI tor supporting ihe WOW Philippines cam- 
paign, DOT Secretary Richard J. Gordon is encour- 
‘aging Filipinos to travel around the country. This 
year's 33 awardees will be presented at a special 
luncheon today during the Pata Annual Conference 
In Bal Indonesia. The winners were selected trom 
among 310 entries. 


World copyright day 

Apri 23 s Word Book and Copyright Day. This 
year's celebration-he seventh since 1997-wil aain 
be spearheaded by the National Book Development 
Board (NEDB), under the theme ‘Developing Books, 
Developing Filipino Communities.” The ceremonies 
wile held at the Flipinas Heritage Library in 
Макай Ciy, where NBDB chair Dennis Gonzalez and 
‘other heads of government agencies wil join some 
EO representatives from the various bookcindusty 
‘organizations and other sectors in e county in- 
volved interac promotion and reading advocacy. 
NBDE'S һер desk and the establishment of publ 
reading corners and book displays wit be launched. 
Topics of copyright protection and sourcing out 
fonds tor publishers and authors wil be discussed 


UA&P finance seminar 

THE UNIVERSITY of Asa and ho Pacific School ot 
Management поз France for Non Franca 
Manager semirar rom Apri 23 1925, 820am.to 
5:30 pm, atthe АВР campus. Entrepreneurs, 
managers, and prolesionl in corporate and non- 
profit organizations are encouraged to attend. Pr- 
сдана wi familiarize етмез wt the nature 
and scope of financial management, lar to ana- 
Iya basie financial statements through the compu- 
tation of ratios, obtain an overview ot working capl- 
tai management andthe capital budgeting process, 
attain greater understanding of tne funds Tow slato- 
Ment and the impact of capita structure decisions, 
anc gain contidence in financal panning For de- 
tall cal Elsie Laguador or Lea Riñon at 634-2834 
Or 637-0912 local 241, lax 634-2823, or e-mail 
eme@uap ed ph. 


ИВО OF ОПАШ 


CENTURY PARK'S QUALITY EMPLOYEES 


2003. They were awarded cash and 
ft сопіса in simple core- 
monies heid at the hotel. Shown are 
(trom let) general manager Paul 
Hintay, Magallanes, executive 
chef Rudy Velasco and rooms dvi- 
slon manager Yolle Dimayuga. 


Manolo Hintay, senior telephone op- 
erator of rooms division and Arist- 
edes Magallanes Kitchen helper of 
food and beverage, were named by 
the hota's quality improvement Gl 
committee as non F&B and F&B 
Quality Employees for January. 


resources of migrant Filipinos and 
empowering them economically and 
financially to be reintegrated success- 
fully and productively into the main- 
stream of Philippine society” 
Rosario added. 

^ big step in that direction is the 
staging of the Overseas Filipinos 
‘Worldwide Conference and Trade Ex- 
hibit from May 23 to 25 at the SM 
Megatrade Hall 3 in Mandaluyong 
City, Philippines. 

Organized by OFWNet, the three- 
day event will serve as a forum for 
overseas Filipinos, their families and 
colleagues o discuss the best possible 
means for the reintegration process 

‘These include socioeconomic is- e-n 
sues, government policy directions, 
and business development prospects 
for OFWs. 

‘On the other hand, the trade exhib- 
{twill offer various investment oppor- 
tunities and trade matching activities 
between OFWs and various business 
entities, including the franchising in- 
dustry, 

‘This process will help the OFWs 
find the most lucrative enterprise for 
their investments, which can provide 


Del 


them not only with secondary income 
but also financial security after their 
employment abroad. 


in fact, these activities ean give 


tise to new SMEs (small and medium 
enterprises) that will be owned and 
operated by OFWs," said Norman Ray 
Gacula, executive vice president and 
chief operating officer of OFW Inter- 
national Holdings. 

‘The OFW Conference and Trade 
Exhibit is sponsored by Insular Life 
Assurance Co. Lu, 

Daily Inquire 

For booth reservation and confer- 
ence registration, call 896-0639/37, 
899-6893, fax 896-0637, 890-2101, 


the Philippine. 
and INQ7.net 


ай fiera@info.com.ph, or visi 


wwwwfmi.com.ph. 

With some 8 million OFWs world- 
‘wide and an average number of five 
family members each, their total 
household population conservatively 
placed at 40 million also offers a huge 
market for various products and ser- 
vices. 

‘The ОРИ remittances of over $8 
billion annually account for at least 
half of ће country’s monthly average 
dollar or gross international reserves. 


МЕМ APPOINTS PR AGENCY 


New Zealand МИК (NZM) Philippines 
recently appointed Nancy Harel and 
Associates Inc. (АНА) as the PR 
agency for ts newest product Anchor 
Wami. Shown during the contract 
signing are Richard Tay, NZM market- 
ing manager (seated left) and Nancy 
Harel, NHAI president and CEO. Wit- 
messing he event are (standing, from 
Jet) Joy Mangubat, Anchor Wam! 
brand manager, Niza Forschlr, NHAI 


ASIATECH IS ONE 


дет College at Poblacon, Santa 
Мала, Bulacan, recently celebrated its 
first foundation anniversary. Racog- 
nizad by the Commission on Higher. 
Education, ts president, engineer 
Pablo Baltazar Anido, is а direct de- 
soendant of the famous bard Francis- 
co Balagtas’ Baltazar. Among the 
foundation day actives иге а 
thanksgiving mass, opening of booths 
and exhibits, a quiz bee contest, а mo- 
lorcade around the barangays of San- 
ta Mari, a parade In the town proper 
participated in by the administrators, 


PR group head, and Реду Ypar- 
ragulrre Anchor Wami brand assis- 
tant. Anchor Wami isa frut-favored 
milk drink ideal for today's smart and 
dynamic kids. it comes In cool and re- 
freshing flavors, Orange Chil, Mango 
Magic, Strawberry Spin and Apple 
Dew. NZM Philippines is the maker of 
premium miik brands such as Anchor 
Full Cream МІК, Anmum, Anlene and 
оа. 


teachers and students of AsiaTech, 
and the selection of Mr and Miss As 
aTech heid at the municipal hal sup- 
ported by Mayor Omeng Ramos. 
Shown were the winners ofthe 
pageant: Joshua Alberto and Evelyn 
Loreto, Bryan Tupal and Angelica 
‘Arambulo, Louiegue Bautista and 
Kathrina Ramos, and Manuel Aroma 
‘and Mary Graco Haydee Bangui 
Judges for the competition were Vice 
Mayor Neris Cruz, Dr Ernesto Dizon, 
Katrina Joy Samaco, Nox Pigao, Jet- 
frey Japson, and Minandro Cortes. 


roduciFines 


Let 3M take Command 
HOW DO you organize eyesores and acei- 
dent aps Uke messy appliance and elec- 
ical cords? 3M паз introduced tha Com- 
тапа Adhesive Cord Management Prod- 
илва inea sel-stick cora clips anda 
cord bunder for organizing olecirical 
Cords and сарез, The now ЭМ ine gas 
Peat. easy solutions to he ovoryday chal- 
Tenge of keeping cords and wires in расе 
forsstaty and aesthetic purposes. 

‘The 3M Cord Gps wih Command Ad- 
esie comes in three sizes to hold vory- 
thing from босаю wire laments to hay 
tablas and ovan multiple cords on base- 
‘ats, walis, desks and other mium. 

‘Chock ош these ЗМ Cord Management and othar Command Adhesive 
products at Ace Hardware, Handyman Do t Bost, Handyman Home Im- 
provement Center, Tho Landmark, SM Workshop and True Value Hard- 
тага. For mora Information, сай ЗМ Philippines at 813-3781 
wrai commandachesivo.com, 


кт pr rossi 


FORUM OF WOMEN IN BUSINESS 
‘Accomplished women in business were the guest 
Speakers at the recent forum "Challenges Faced In 
Conducting Business in the Philippines’ spon- 
sored by the Australian Embassy. Shown, from 
left, are Vicky Garchitorena, president of the Ayala 
Foundation, Marix Prieto, chair of the Philippine 
Daily inquirer, Australian Ambassador Ruth 
Pearce, Nieves Confesor, dean of the Aslan Insti- 
tute of Management, and Laura del Rosario of the 


pe 
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WSA SIGNS UP IST GAME Jock 
"Wireless Services Asia (WSA), leading provider of 
cutting-edge value-added services for the new era 
in the mobile entertainment industry, has signed up. 
‘16-year-old stunner Iya as the official endorser of 
the GameChannel-the first show in Asia that lets 
you participate in any of the five TV-arcade games. 


roducts 
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Department of Foreign Affairs. The forum was or- 
ganized by the Australian Embassy in celebration 
‘of international Women's Month, Australia re- 
mains committed to empowering women 
through its Development Cooperation Program in 
the Philippines, of which projects supporting 
‘women have totaled moro than P1 bilion over the 
last five years. For more information, visit 

‘wun australia.com ph, 


armed only with your mobile phone. The Game 
Channel brings the world of interactive TV to anew 
Jovel. It airs on BC 13 every Tuesday and Thursday, 
8197 рт. Shown are manager Amold Vegafria, GJ 
Iya, WSA senior vice president Manny Fernando, 
and Elena Vilania. 


Major animation competition 
at PTTC set in June 


А PRESTIGIOUS animation competition 
will be held at the Philippine Trade Training 
Center on June 4 to 7 during the back-to- 
back staging of the 2nd Multimedia and An 
imation Show at the 8th Graphic Expo 
2003. 

Sponsored by Discreet, the world's best- 
selling and award-winning 2D solution, the. 
competition provides a platform for Philip- 
pine animators to display their talent and cre- 
апуу, for companies to promote their capa- 
bility as service bureaus, and for institutes to 
exhibit their training and education modules, 
and thus inspire the emergence of new ani- 
mators inthe industry. 

‘With this year's theme "Century of the Pa- 
cific", the participants will have to blend the. 
magnificent wealth of motifs, colors and sym- 
bols ofthe traditional and modern cultures of 
East Asia and the Pacific using digital technol- 
ову and motion graphics. The competition is 
open tostudents and professionals 

The participants should work their respec- 
tive entries based on that theme in original 3D 
animation using 3ds max 5 with two minutes. 
running time. 

‘The concept should be entertaining, with 
no logos and brand names, and no use of foul 
action and language, Social relevance is op- 
tional. 

Participation will be open ro schools, uni 
versities, or taining institutes with animation 
 modules/courses, but only for the student 
level. For the professional level, the partici- 
pants should come from animation or design 
studios and production houses. 

А cenification from the respective parti 
pating institution or companies should be. 
submitted along with the application form. 
Each participant should submit a storyboard 


visit 


‘with proper description and sketches of their. 
respective animation concept on or before 
Aprils. 

‘Copyright infringement will not be allowed 
and the list of sources of the audio-video ma- 
terials used should be submitted with the en- 
tries. Hardware and software requirements 
will be provided by the contestants when se- 
lected for the final round. Entries should be in 
CD-ROM format using Quicktime with 
1024x768 resolution. No compression al. 
lowed. Audio format should be in 44khz 16 
bits stereo. 

Deadline for submission of final entries is 
May 23. 

‘The competition is one of the many high- 
lights of the 2nd Multimedia and Animation 
Show 2003 to be held in tandem with the 8th 
Graphic Expo 2003, the country's premier 
tradeshow in digital imaging, prepress, print 
production and web publishing. 

Other exciting activities during the event 
will include a trade exhibit by key industry 
players, technology seminars, digital photog- 
raphy workshop, and animation software ap- 
plication demonstration 

"The wide range of products and services in 
these two events is showcased under a unique 
concept of digital workflow complementa- 
tion-a must-see annual event for every indus- 
try professional engaged in multimedia, ani- 
mation, digital photography and imaging, 
graphic design, prepress, print and web pub- 
lishing," says Ruth Luntao, project manager of 
ira de Manila Inc. 

For more details, call Fiera de Manila Incat 
899-6893, 896-0637, 896-0639, fax 896- 
0637, or email fleram2@info.com.ph,, 
fiera@info.com.ph, or log on to 
wwwfmi.eom.ph. 


DJ VISION PROVIDES PRIME ENTERTAINMENT 
DJ Vision Entertainment Co. headed 

bby Dennis abuso, was chosen by the 
Маго Dao! Dovelopment Foundation 
inc. an association of Camarines 
Nori residents n Маго Manila. to 
provide the entertainment during he 
racont launch ofthe History Research 
project. Held at Club Filipino, Green- 
hil, the сусп was Iled with warm. 
ses and attended by prominent 


personalties such as former Sen. 
Raul Roco, beauty titist Michelle 
Reyes, Livayway Vinzons-Chalo, 
Dyan Gastlljo-Garcla and mom. 
Edita Castileo, and Mayor Tto S. 
Sarion. The short program sagments 
wore hosted by Jackie Castilejo. 
‘Shown, Irom iett. ато PR consultant 
Ayo Grando Gunting, Michelle Reyes, 
Jackia Castle and Dennis Cabuso. 
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ent to get married? Give her a ring. 


ап а home loan? Give us a ring. 


Everything you need to know about a home loan is just a 
phone call away. 


Our advanced Home Loan Simulator can show you the options 
available to you. So you get the loan you need, with the terms 


finish paying off your loan sooner. All in the comfort of your 
home or office, and all in just 15 minutes 


Call now. With our international expertise and local insight, 
We'll help you make the right choice, right from the start. 


you choose ~- whether you're looking to fix your interest rate 
for some years, or save on your monthly amortizations and 


For more information, visit our website at worw.hsbe.com.ph. 


Like marriage, your home loan comes with a few surprises| 


For a limited time only, until 30 April 2003, all new 
HSBC Home Loan clients will automatically receive a 
honsewarming gif of either a microwave oven or single-door 
refrigerator for a minimum loan amount of Php700,000 and 
Php3 Million, respectively, 


Home Improvement: 

* Solahart water-heating system 

+ Sentricon termite-proofing system 
* Landscaping by Bulacan Gardens 
* Glass etching. 


Family Treasures: 
* Family portrait with frame (24" x 30") 
* Lladro porcelain sculpture. 

+ Pool able, standard-size 

+ Aquarium set, 75 gallons 


Furnituro and Ai 
* Sony 29" wide-screen TV 

* LG Collins 20 cu, f. side-by-side refrigerator 

+ Carrier 2-hp splittype air-conditioning system 

+ Forty Winks quoen bed with mattress & night table 


In addition to the housewarming gifts, all new HSBC Home Loan 
clients will automatically be entered in the Beautiful Home Ruffle 
promo, where 3 lucky winners will cach receive an extraordinary 
Package of products and services — of their own choice - to complete 
their dream home. All winners will choose one item from each 
of the three categories: 


liances: Apply for a home loan from HSBC now. 


Hurry! Call HSBC at 878-5151 
or visit our website www.hsb 
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Protecting families of overseas workers 


By Dennis M. Arroyo illicit affairs. Others simply split. from the family. ‘The firms here handle their fi- 
Conributr Chidren grow up without the А nancial statements, analyze 
protective arms of their fathers, Outsourcing their raw data and turn them in- 
OVERSEAS work creates jobs or the tender hands of their One way is for the workers to to reports They take calls from 
for seven million Filipinos. ital- mothers earn in dollars but stay in the customers and do telephone 
lore labor to get puid in dol High risks to family life ac- Philippines, This can be done marketing. They even create 
lae yielding a bonanza viathe company the big money gains. through outsourcing, American. company software. The work i 
exchange rate. И brings in How then can ће Filipino fami- and European firms distribute e-mailed and edited back and 
much foreign exchange and it ly in need of jobs, be spared their work to countries with forth between New York and 
Shows the ser talent ofthe fom the wrenching sin of lower wages тета Ме Man 
Filipino worker to the global distance? ipie The US conor mone 
Suy Петь to we: ont benefit re ower yo in Certification 
s. мс abroad also strains plore. The object is to maxi. dollar terms, bat Filipino pro- What about the workers who 
the ties between spouses. Some mize the dollars earned yet fessionals gain from higher really must leave the country? 
Husbands orwives gosstray with minimize theirtimespentaway salaries in peso terms. ко 


US investors 
sour on niche 
foreign funds 


NEW YORK—When stocks were hot, US fund 
firms rolled out regional mutual funds that 
zeroed in on places like Eastern Europe, Scan: 
dinavia or China, But now, many investors are 
giving these funds the cold shoulder. 

International funds have struggled dur- 
ing the stocks downturn, but times are espe- 
cially tough for funds that invest predomi- 
nantly in one corner of the world. Some of 
these funds have performed better than 
broader international funds, but many US 
investors are shunning them nevertheless 
because they want less narrow, less risky of- 
ferings, analysts вау. 

"People in general have been moving away 
from rifleshot choices, because they know 
those are risky" said Don Cassidy, senior ana- 
lyst at research firm Lipper Inc. “They are 
moving in the direction of more general 
choices." 


Regional funds 

Regional stock funds have seen cash out- 
flows inthe last few years, while diversified 
international funds, which invest in all kinds 
of stocks outside of the United States, have 
taken in new money, Lipper data show. As as- 
sets have fallen, some funds are liquidating 
ог merging with more broadly focused 
funds, because fund firms no longer find 
them profitable. 

In the first two months of 2003 alone, di- 
versified international stock funds pulled in 
а net $2.29 billion in new cash, while the 
three regional categories of Europe funds, 
Latin American funds and Asia finds that 
exclude pure Japan funds recorded com- 
bined net withdrawals of $169 million, ac- 
cording to Lipper, a unit of Reuters Group 
Ре. 

Fidelity Investments, the biggest US fund 
company, offers several region-specific funds, 
including the $62.3 million Fidelity Nordic 
fund, which research firm Morningstar nc. 
says is believed tobe the only open-end mutu- 
al fund for US investors that invests predomi- 
nantly in Nordic countries. 

The fund focuses on Denmark, Finland, 
Norway and Sweden. 


Nordic fund 

While Fideliy manages sizable assets in 
she Nordic fund as well as other region-specif- 
іс portfolios that appeal to some investors, 
such narrowly focused funds are not recom- 
mended for most portfolios, said Gregg 
Wolper a Morningstar analyst. Most investors 
get enough diversification with one or two 
broad funds that focus on markets world- 
wide, he said. 

"Is hard to argue that someone would 
want just companies in that small area, rather 
than companies around the world, but Fideli- 
ty has sometimes shown they can make it 
work,” Wolper said. 

A Fidelity spokesman said the company is 
committed to offering a broad range of 
funds, and said region-specific funds are de- 
signed to supplement broadly diversified 
funds. 

Regional funds "provide a means by which 
а knowledgeable or relatively sophisticated 
investor who already has a broadly diversified 
portfolio ean gain exposure toa particular re- 
gion of the world,” Fidelity spokesman Scott 
Beyerl said. 

Performance of regional funds varies 
widely. Europe funds, which attract many 
investors who want o invest internationally. 
but steer clear of Japan or Latin America, 
fell 6.46 percent for each of the last five 
years (or the period through April 3, accord- 
ing to Lipper. In comparison, broad interna- 
tional funds lost 6.55 percent, Latin Ameri- 
ca funds fell 7.5 percent. 

Regional funds make up only a small por- 
tion af total US fund asses, Diversified inter- 
national funds manage about $158.3 billion, 
while Europe funds, for example, manage just 
12.2 Шоп, according to Lipper 

Many niche funds within the broader cate- 
gorles of Burope or Así funds got started dur- 
ing the 19905 bull market Some funds tar- 
ей Eastern European stocks, for example, 
in hopes of capitalizing on growth in the post- 
Communist era. Reuters 
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Outrageous ‘Fortune’ 


By Ruel S. De Vera "Sons of Fortune" is a great American 
saga from a British writer, one that crosses. 
over several decades, 

When the Cartwrights, a hard-working, 
all-American couple, find out that wife Su- 
san has given birth to twins, they are over 
joyed. But then, in the same hospital, with 


“Sons of Fortune” 
By Jeffrey Archer 
Macmillan, London, 
2002, 517 pages 


their fiction is con- 


Davenports have yet to find out 


Л 52 9 аваа than the same nurse and doctor, the wealthy 


cerned, Jeffrey Archer 
is the best example when it 
comes to contemporary 
British writers. 


that, despite years of futile at- 


REVIEW temps, the only baby they've pro- 


duced has died. 
But one act by a conflicted doc- 
tor and the silence of the nurse ensures a 


‘A former member of the House of Com- 
mons, Archer is 
also currently incar- 
cerated in a British 
prison after having 
been found guilty of 
perjury. Yet he is al- 
зо known for craft- 
ing audacious best- 
sellers about great 
men and great falls 
in books such as 
"Kane and Abel,” “A 
Matter of Honour" 
and "The Fourth Es- 
tate.” Draw your 
‘own conclusions. 
His newest novel, 
“Sons of Fortune,” 
has a premise so 
hackneyed it's hard 
to believe it sold аз 
а novel. Yet Archer 
was able to write a 
rather engaging, 
substantial book re- 
gerdles of how 
patently ridiculous. 
the whole idea is. 
Shows you how 
popular he is, how 
wasted his consid- 
erable talent when 
he produces stuff 
like this, But we will 
read him anyway. 
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EDUCATION REVOLUTION 


Revolution gets new leader 


By Butch Hernandez complaining. Pd rather work to- — Since its launch late last year, iali 
Contributor wares realy viable soluionslike the Education ‘Revolution has DI Maria Lim 
AdoprwSciool and Mentoring made significant ging acros the 
ү olu- the Mentors," Dr. Ayuyaosaid. nation. Regional schooLadop- 
DUCATION Revolu; Оо mix Rao slr Ayuyao of CEU 
lution, the FWWPP hopes tohelp nized in Central Luzon, based in 


further intensify communities identify and use Angeles University, and in Ne- j 
" and ше Angeles University, and in Ne » 
this coming school year whatever asses they tave toim- ros province, spearheaded by 1S FWWPP’s 
as Dr Maria Lim Ayuyao prove the quality of education in Та Consolacion College and the 


ek Canto cls Univer. FESS MM 5 new president 


sity assumes the presi- ay They ao geta 1S0-percent 
dency of the Foundation added, T = 
for Worldwide People ` Dr Ayuyao, “Butchie" to close 
Power (FWWPP). friends, brings with her 20 years 
‘Ataspecial dinner held April4 of experience and expertise in 
at Morita's, Eggle Apostol, who education, which she will surely 
has been president for six years, Tely on as she leads the Educa- 
announced she would now be tion Revolution to greater 
the FWWPP's board chair. heights. 
FWWPP trustee-on-leave and һе is a member of the board 
special guest Education Sec. Of the Philippine Association of 
Edilberto de Jesus, together with Colleges and ^ Universities 
Dr. Jose У Abueva and lawyer Fe- (Pacu), the Association of South- 
licitas A. Arroyo, welcomed Dr ast Asian Insitutions of Higher 
Ayuyso'saelecton Learning, the Foundation for Up- 
Everywhere] go, the people! grading the Standards of Educa- 
meet always talk about the de- tion (FUSE), and the Coordinat- FWWP corporate secretary and 
plorable state of Philippine edu- ing Council of Private Education treasurer Atty Felicitas A. 
tation, Now I don’t believe in Associations (Cocopea). Arroyo 


dation. 

‘There isa also a continuing ef- 
fort to set up a national network 
of education stakeholders, espe- 
cially in Central Luzon. 

Aide foe being the chief ad- DR. MARIA Lim Ayuyao, the new president of the Foundation for 
vocate of quality education in Worldwide People Power 
Philippine public schools, Dr. 

Ayuyao willbe overseeingthe es. Support for Laguna and was looking forward to 
tablishment of school adoption Schools sending more in the coming 
core teams in Misamis and Са. Andy Saracho, community re- years. 

gayan de Oro, in Davao City and lations manager ofthe CBK Pow. СВК Power Company hoped to 
other parts of the country. er Company Ltd. in Laguna, said formally participate in the Edu- 

She will also supervise the re- фе firm planned to expand сог. cation Revolution very soon, 
gional implementation of the porate support for publicschools Saracho added, 
Mentoring the Mentors program, inthe province. 
which will havea pilot projectin Saracho said the company al- The author is the executive di- 
Bukidnon State College and in ready started a college scholar. rector of the Foundation for 
May atthe loilostatecolleges. — ship program for 10 students Worldwide People Power 


Filipino and UK designers promote 
British design education through exhibit 


“MEASURE for Measure,” an exhibit 
organized by the British’ Council and 
‘The Podium, captures the vibrant, dy- 
namic fusion of UK design with Filipino 
talent and craftsmanship. 

The exhibit, which runs until April 
20 at The Podiums Activity Area, will 
Showcase the works of Studio Plat- 
form, a young industrial design team 
comprised of Nick Paterson and Nick 
-Jinkinson, and those of Filipino design- 


Е ҰС ELSIOR SPA er Lesey Mobo of London prestigious 


Using creativity to ister trade prt 
his & hers жими wae Мр мы te 
Philippines, the British Council has 
teamed up with The Podium to pro 
foots Bets Design ВА as a 
Del Monte Ave, - 4127285 or 90 | Tomas М 4112938 ог 4106639 | ае е a el peel 
Mente Ave, -4127285 0r 90} Tomas Monto -4112938 or ing berween the wo counties течет 
Shaw Boulerard - 1169533 or 7183154 |. Greenhills - 7446340 BRE th merging of UK design and ri [Sue mop oe өз (rom lef) Nek ine Natr and 
Dagupan Ciy- 075-3153978 | Robinsons Galeria 1179 or 319416 | CREATIVEUK ‘Pino craftsmanship brings out the best 
Fes Е итал by Hacienda Gifs of Comi St- Marins, wich he sop. 
fs Pa z acolod. They dinched contras fora ed. 
Call now and avail of our special monthly packages! ШАТЫ era retum boutat Cem this month cl did he imagine, however, that 
2 Upon the prodding of Filipino design Jasmine Al-Fayed, daughter of Harrods 
stalwarts А Coronan and депе Mobo couture er Mohamad, wouid vie him 
Gusemez the British Council devel- Around that time, a young Filipino to lunch and sign him to a contract 
Oped a residency program in tandem designer began taking de UK fasion which has enabled him to work and 
Wih the Genter For International Trade scene by storm. Lesley Mobo, whose study ae the same time. 
Expositions and Missions (Citem). spectacular Manic collection was pre- Shortly thereafter, Jade Jagger, 
GD 8 8 Tri-band Nick Paterson and Nick Seed by Cental St. daughter of Si Mick, got Gara ем, 
Jilünson were among the Martins a з finale dur ellers to have Lesley design dresses and 
The Vitra Conpact Digital Camera Phone йш to panicipare 1n this ing the Graduare Fashion accessories to define her nage 
program: Бой Industral Week, was suddenly the "Measure for Measure” is on the 2/L 
Design graduates of the toustofLondon fashion, of The Podium on ADB Avenue in Ort 
Royal College of A under ‘tea bong way forlas- gas Cemer 
Ron Arads Design Products ley who comes боп ЛЬ 
$ а МА program, they set up lan. A Biology graduate 
CAPTIVATE colorful images with its builtin | Studio Platform in 2001, fe- from FEU, he waned un 
easing on produer, fumitur der Inno Soto and Pran- 
and stategie design. Gis Manalo Santos, Ou of 
Dury their recy in Curiosity, he amended the 
two-way digital camera. INSPIRE #7 wha | ч йй the a Bris Councils educa 
Nicks had to demystify the DESIGNfrom Lesley Чоп fair, and, as they say, 
a process for factory owners Mobo's “Manie” the restis history 
and their workers, to make collection ‘Two weeks before he 
symphony of ringtones. Send messages with visuals and sounds Wen cundem y graduated last yeas, Le 
things are made certain way. ley began designing for Ignacio Ribeiro 
When Manila Furnishings and Ap- amd Susan Clements forthe Clemens 
parel я d (FAME) Ribeiro and Cacharel lines. He then did 
Opened at World Trade Center in Octo- collaborative work with Zandra 
that make the heart ber, Studio Platform unveiled the re- Rhodes and the House of Fraser. 
sults of Nick Ps four-month stay inthe When Graduate Fashion Week came, 
Philippines with an апау of products Howard Tangye, head of womenswear 
that gave fresh prspecivetothe wsi- at CSM, endorsed him to lalla de 
alexpor items kom Bicol, Bacolod and signer Albena етеш, and John Gal- 
Tio. He observed how much respect- anos tenm, which considered giving 
seasoned buyers had for Pilipino crafts- him aslo in ine House of Dior in Paris 
manship and its soulful creativity. But Lesley course doctor, Louise 
Sto Platform also copped awards Wison, who is also in charge of cre- 
for Best Product Design for a fruit way atives for Donna Karan, offered hima FLIRTY, feminine piece from Lesley 
amd vase sep culled Пот coco twigs special price for the masteral couneat Maboss “Manie” election 


Let's MMS ; April book picks 


ТАКЕ a joumey to self-discovery in fers a multitude of tasty chicken fully committed buyer. So settle in 
the novel "Back When We Were dishes for everyday and festiveocca- and prepare to exchange your lease 
GPRS + 65,000+ TFT Colored Screen » POPS email BS Grown-ups." Its а beguiling, mov. sions. There are recipes for foradeed. 
Polyphonic Tones « Built-in Handsfree * 200 Messages ing and Funny account of а post- delectable soups, saladsand entrées. — 1f you think homosexuality was 
Storage * 200 Phonebook Memory • One-touch Vibra ‘menopausal woman insearch ofher — In “Fading Angel,” author Sande just a modem phenomenon, 
former girlhood self. Dondhue teaches you step by step "Lovers Legends: Gay Greek Myths" 
‘Tap into your spiritual side and how to cope with taking саге ofan proves you wrong. This lavishly il- 
get a hold of "A Young Woman After  illrelative. Iustrated collection of myths sheds 
God's Own Heart.” This book will Ате you problematic about your light on the Greek gods and heroes 
help young women grow close to boyfriend or girlfriend? Then take whose tastes in love included others 
God, enjoy meaningful relation- Dr. Harley's Romantic Attitudes of their own sex. 
ships, make wise choiges, become Questionnaire in "Buyers, Renters Explore the infinite possibilities 
spiritually strong and fulfill ће de- and Freeloaders." These three atti- of summer learning at Powerbooks 
sires of their heart, tudes reveal what you can expect of Specialty Store. Call the Power- 
If cooking and chicken interest each other in the future and trans- books hotline at 844-4455 or e- 
you, "Kichen Library: Chicken" of- form a fresloader or renter into а mail ibid@powerbooks.com.ph, 


Visit us at any of the following branches 
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Outrageous ‘Fortune’ 


Frompage bi 


dramatic story. The dead child is substitut- 
ed with one of the live twins. Thus Nat 
Cartwright and Fletcher Davenport leave 
the hospital and grow up completely un- 
aware they're brothers. 

"Sons" is in essence a story of American 
royalty, a novel that reflects what readers 
think Americans strive to become. What 
follows is a road trip through American 
history, with Nat and Fletcher almost al 
ways bumping into each other but never 
quite meeting. They even fall in, and out, 
Of love with the same girl while both are 
young. 

Yet their hearts waylay them to other di- 
rections, Finding other women, Nat and 
Fletcher also walk disparate paths through 
a growing American consciousness. 

Tn keeping with that theme, Nat is draft- 
ed and winds up a Vietnam war hero before 
he returns to finish his studies. In the Ivy 
League, Fletcher makes a successful man 


Crystals 
as cure 


DISCOVER the amaz- 
ing power of crystals 
in Master Choa Kok 
Suis “Pranic Crystal 
Healing.” 

"The book suggests 
ways to use crystals 
to treat headaches, 
fever, menstrual dis 
comfort, arthritis, hy- 
pertension, multiple 
sclerosis, and more. 
It includes the prop- 
erties of crystals and 
how they are 
cleansed, charged, 
and programmed to 
perform specific 
tasks. 

For more informa- 
tion, call the Institute 
for Inner Studies at 
810-2808, 819-1874 
and 812-2326, 


Bookfair 
at UP 
Diliman 


THE 7TH Academic 
Book Fair will be 
held July 14-18 at 
the University of the 
Philippines Bahay 
ng Alumni, Diliman, 
Quezon City. Orga- 
nized by the Associ- 
ation of Booksellers 
for the Academe and 
the Professions 
(Abap), the five-day 
book fair has as 
theme "Of Books 
and Bytes: Connect- 
ing People, Informa- | 
tion and Technolo- 


| 
y 


| 
| 
| 


An added attrac- Ў 
tion is a librarians? 
seminar, | 

‘The fair will have 


out of himself 

As they build rather full lives around 
them, Nat becomes a successful banker 
while Fletcher is eventually elected sena- 
tor. 

Ironically, it is the machinations of a 
common enemy, Ralph Elliot, quite possi- 
bly the most evil, most manipulative vil- 
Iain readers of modern fiction will ever en- 
counter, that brings them together. 

Elliot is a cardboard bad guy, bad to the 
literal bone, but he is just so much fun to 
hate as Archer unapologetically turns him 
into the most reviled person in the Eastern. 
Seaboard. 

‘Again, ironically, Archer does the exact 
opposite with the non-identical twins. All 
right, so perhaps readers will go for the 
idea that they are long-lost siblings and are 
destined to reunite, but that both 
are—there's no other way to say it—per- 
fect Ken dolls with perfect lives, is just too 
much, 

Not only is it a bit much to swallow, but 


they become indistinguishable in parts, 
confusing the readers in the denser por- 
tions. While readers will be amazed and 
admiring of the concerted efforts of Nat 
and Fletcher, they will also be quite alien- 
ated by the almost superhuman feats of 
these wonder boys. 

‘Archer also throws in supporting charac- 
ters with enough subplots to stuff those 
student election ballot boxes. 

‘Along the way, Archer uses “Sons” to 
teach his loyal readers an admittedly inter- 
esting lesson їп baking, corporate 
takeovers and good old polities, And you 
"have to give it to Archer that he knows his 
politics, and he knows how to keep the 
reader glued to “Sons.” 

Of course, the much-hidden secret that 
actually links Nat and Fletcher together 
will eventually surface. In the most 
bizarre, and most familiar, circumstances, 
this truth may threaten to change the very 
direction of “Sons.” Or maybe not. 

As if that whole setup isn't enough, 


ID» 


Archer stages a surefire finale of fantastic 
proportion. He throws in a murder trial 
worthy of "Murder, She Wrote,” a defense 
worthy of “Matlock” and a gubernatorial 
Tace for Connecticut between the two 
brothers worthy of, well real life. 

In keeping with the theme of excessive 
fiction, Archer keeps even attentive read- 
ers in the dark as to who wins the family 
showdown untiL.the second-to-the-last 
word in the entire novel 

So its all а big bunch of hooey. "Sons" 
reads like an overheated movie-of the- 
week as well as an overhyped mini-series, 
But it is a diverting exercise that is full of 
little fascinating details that make this 
dose of Americana all the more engaging. 

Remember those awful TV shows that 
hook you into hopeless addiction and yet 
you can't bring yourself to tell anyone else 
You watch them? "Sons" is the novelistic 
equivalent. 

So, if you have а long plane ride to en 


OUTRAGEOUS/D4 


Ano ba talaga ang SARS? 

Severe = m 

Acute = 

Respiratory = may kinalaman sa paghinga 
Syndrome = sakit na walang matagpuang lunas 


| Ang SARS ay isang viral infection na nagdudulot ng sakit 
na pneumonia о ang paninikip at pamamaga ng baga. At 
ito'y maaaring umabot sa pagpanaw ng may sakit. Bata 
man о matanda ay pwedeng maging biktima nito. 


Ano ang mga symptoms ng SARS? 
= * Ubo (dry cough) at sipon 


malala 
mabilis 


quse 


Paano natin malalabanan ang SARS? 
Ang SARS ay isang viral infection. } 
“Wala pa itong lunas, wala pang 

| gamot. Ang tanging panlaban sa 
SARS ay ang pagpapalakas ng 
resistensya ng ating katawan. 


Paano maiiwasan ang SARS? 
: * Wastong pagkain 
* Regular exercise. 
+ Wastong:oras ng pagpapahinga 


Pee 


a total of 56 booths. 
Computer compa- 
nies and software 
dealers are invited 
tojoin. 

Call Lydia 
Wenceslao at telefax 
925-4572. 


+ Mataas na lagnat (39°C pataas) 
+ Matinding pananakit ng-katawan 

+ Kahirapan sa paghinga, maihahalintulad sa hika 

+ Patuloy na pananakit ng dibdib tuwing humihinga 
Kapag maranasan ang ilan sa mga nabanggit na 
symptoms, manatiling kalmado at agad-agad 


* Pag-inom ng vitamin С araw-araw:« 

+ Pag-iwas sa mga bansang may kaso 
„ng SARS tulad ng China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam at Thailand. 

+ Pag-alam at pag-unawa sa wastong 


impormasyon tungkol sa SARS. + 
+ Pag-iwas sa pagkalat ng maling “ 
haka-haka. 


Panatiliing iwas-SARS ang Pilipinas. 
Proteksyonan at alagaan ang 
atiņg kalusugan. 


Book 
store ties 
up with 
PGH 


FOLLOWING the 
successful "Power. 
Books Pearal" 
PowerBooks Special- 
ty Store is helping 
raise funds for the 
pediatric ward of the 
Philippine General 
Hospital. 
PowerBooks is sell- 
ing special inspira 
tional cards in all its 
branches, proceeds 
of which will go to 
the РСН pediatrie 
ward, The set of five 
black and white 
cards with envelopes 
will be sold at P100. 
‘This outreach pro- 
gram is part of 
PowerBooks’ mission 
to reach out and give 
back to the less fortu- 
mate. Call 844-4455. 


tumungo sa pinakamalapit na ospital. 


Paano kumakalat ang SARS? 
Ang isang taong malusog ay maaaring magkaroon ng SARS | 
kapag siya'y naubuhan o nabahingan ng taong may SARS. 


Isang paalala mula sa 


ПУАТ 
ASCORBIC ACID} 
СЕБЕМ", 


оор vain С protection, Яна 
ранее ng yong anak para 
ее : 


= ор 
fa 


[БЕ 


жын 


ONUS 


" 9 
PEDIATRICA, INC. D 


td Purong Proteksyon. Purong Pagmamahal. 
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, Outrageous 
‘Fortune’ 
FrompageDa 
dure or a few nights 
= фени colors, fast shades, casy Intending, lor am пай waite all without anything 
arise applets. ^ more high-brow to 
* kcal for 2 varitty of artistic ваз, do, then Jeffrey 


High color pagent comccriation. for excelent alor stabile M x s n 
Pe Fortune" makes for 


outrageous, meticu: 
lous, enjoyable and 
otherwise harmless 
reading. And you 
can take that to the. 
ban 


REEVES Баб PASTELS: allows vou to cola aider ara ith eat v T Д TES Available in hard 
REEVES INDIVIDUAL ACKILIE COLOR TUBE. & CU. COLORS ІХ IMDIVIDUUAL TUES: ce ra 
е бов choice for those who cred mane сї a pas cali i. i \ Сб Bookstore — amd 


Memories as precious as diamonds are best captured in Gold. And as our special offér on our 75th Anniversary, we give 
you Kodak Gold films at even greater value. Also available in 24 exposure film at P79.00 and 12 exposure film at P66.00. 


So as we celebrate our Diamond Year, celebrate the brilliance of life with Kodak Gold. 
Promo period is from April 1 to May 31, 2003. 
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For feedback, tex usar (0919)680-33-54 
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The Baguio 
that we don’t 
know 


TITLE do Filipinos realize that Baguio isa 
Ls of errno! spicae the 

only Philippine city that В part of the Hil 
Starion traction in Asia that fourished in the 
late 19th and early 20h centuries. 

Filipinos should feel so proud oft, the Philip- 
pines only Hill Station, because i could be 
Fanked among the most unique cides in Asia be- 

cause of its geography 
history and architec- 
ше. 

HI Stations were а 
colonial neces. 
Westemers tended t0 
meltin tropical heat, so 
they established Hil 
Stations where they 
сощ cool down. 

"The British built Dar- 

YA jecling and Simla in the 
Augusto Е Himalayan foothills of 

i India to escape the low- 

Villalon land heat. They also 

po 7 не 
Cameron Highlands in Malaya (Malaysia) and 
Mamyoin Burma (Myanmar) 

"The French built Dalat in Vienam, while the 
Dutch retreated о Bandung, nested in the hills 
of westem Java in Indonesia. 


America’s one and only 

Americans built their own Hil Station high in 
the Philippine Cordileras. Because of their im 
ited foray into colonialism, Baguio was the 
‘American’ only Hill Station in Asia, oF апу 
where ele in the world for that matter. Even 
that single historic fct makes Baguio unique in 
the word 

“The Westem bureauerats and businessmen 
who found themselves temporarily ransplant- 
ff to Asia missed the four seasons of their 
homeland. In Asia, itis summer all year round. 

"The Westerner difficulty with heat bordered 
on sheer intolerance and prompted them to say 
the heat “affected пох only body but brain and 
disposition.” To keep body and mind together, 
an escape was needed, 

Hill Stations were the escape valves where 
the Westerners could literally let off accumu- 
lated tropical heat. Unlike the capital cities 
in the lowlands, Hill Stations were cool and 
quiet places surrounded by picturesque vis- 
tas and conducive to relaxation. 

НШ Stations were for rejuvenation, a су that 
was like a mountain sanatorium, with the cool 
<р air healing any торка! malaise picked up 
inthe lowland, 

тнєздошоне 
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The New Face. Spring 2003 


Pure Eden 


Enter Eden and discover a look that's far from innocent. 
Be tempted by fantasies of pink and edgy Serpent greens 
for eyes and lips. Brush cheeks with Pure Eden Blush 
Petals, a colourful potpourri of cheekcolour—and enjoy 
a guilty glow. 


Complimentary Makeover 


A Gift For You 


Receive 2 skincare samples with the purchase of 1,800 and above. 


Additional Bonus 
Receive.an elegant vanity case if your purchase is 73,000 and above. 


" Only from April 14 - 30, 2003. 


Exclusively available at: 


HU PTS 


МАКАТ * SHANGRI-LA PLAZA * ALABANG + CEBU AYALA 
Makati, Tel. No, 817 1884 
Shangri-La Plaza, Tel, No. 633 4636 local 106 
Alabang, Tel. No. 850 5532 local 101 
Cebu Ayala, Tel. No. 231 5641 


www.esteelauder.com 


Come discover the New Pure Eden and how it can change the face of makeup. Our professional makeup artist 
will give you a personal new makeover. Call for your appointment from April 14 — 30, 2003. 


Ne uiv sud aceti —Ó— Ц 


«Beauty bar 


Level 1, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 
Tel No. 892 3166 & 892 3153 


—Prturrme Darcy NQuRER~ — — . —. 


— ContucRelief =н 


FOXTROT BY BILL AMEND 


ANYTHING WORTH 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 
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BY JESS ABRERA. 


BWA HAR HAR 


BUMABAGSAK ANG 
MGA BOMBA ди BUSH, 
PERO... KINDI ITO à 
PUMUFU TOK SYA HA 


МЕК? MGA REBULTO 
Ko PALA YONG MGA 
BUMAGSAK Бтр, 


тараган 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


Гепа Yow ui 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


те wave up wu Ysvren DI Give MeYiers Yee. Pro- Tumm..heustboe? 
Tine тиг. бо |metosisNes How) вое wakin | anmone неке 
MIND ие LONE HAS tue. еро MULTIEARD онома ванае 
Pon Aramo [seem Gone te [ey X homece or 
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HoroscopPe 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are extremely organized. You ke to build structures and аге very involved with your surround- 
ings. Your ability to observe and pian serves you wel. Otners often hero-worship you at some point in your fe. The year 
ahead wil be social, friendy and beautifully promising for romance. 

Birthdate ot: Emma Watson, actress; Leonardo da Vinci, rtsuengineerl inventor; Bessie Smith, singer. 


ARIES (March 21 to April shor LED Quy 23 to Au 

EY, 19: mign tearterse GEMINI (мау 21 to June To Secure on 
today because tomar: Dont iuo t con" tating or biking b 
tows Pul Moon Stoo fusions when айпа фт 
AF Moon hs year о. ‘nth ogres or romantic орла 

Го, носа ИИ О 
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the Full Moon has ested tomorrow ery 

ато 


CANCER (June 21 о July VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept 
e ‘TAURUS (April 2010 © Zo Authorty gures are 22%: you feei pressured 


May 20): You'l need ө challenging today. Today (И to spend money or give 
tra patience when dealing is stressful or everyone. SY someone something 
wih pops at wort to- Avoid giving others any- Stop for a minute. You 
day. This doesn’t mean thing to react to in a big way. don't have to feel pressured io do 
there's anything wrong with others; it anything. И you're not ready—you're 
means that your own fuse is a ittie not ready. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD a LIBRA Sept. 2319 0e! 


Moon is in Libra. Natural- 
Iy. you feel a bit edgy 10- 
ACROSS dy. Once the Full Moon 
1 Cup edge "has peaked tomorrow afternoon, al 
5 Шапе this Stress wil immediately diminish. 


E sess wil 
10 Fors ie (Thank goodness.) 


14 Bonheur or 
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‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20t0 
Feb. 18): Take extra pre- 
cautions when driving io- 
day. Be careful using ma- 
chimery. Tomorrow’ Fall 

Moon involves an aggressive reia- 

tionship to fre and matal. Today s the 
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Samoy at Samoy’s 
Art Museums 
Group exhibit 

at Maryknoll 


ANTENOR R. Samoy's new exhibit opens April 16 
atthe Samoy Arts Museum, 151 Е. Gomez St, 
Poblacion Bacoor, Cait, The exhibit ends May 
31. Call (046) 434-2625. 


GROUP EXHIBIT. A group exhibit of paintings. 
and sculptures, is ongoing until June 22 at The 
Sanctuary Gallery, Maryknoll, Camp Sloco, 
Bagulo Clty. The show features the works of Aldo, 
Bautista, Shan Jose, Капо Pallas and Vincent. 
Santayana, Сай (074) 442-4602 or e-mail 
era@bgo.csi.com.ph. 


USING he mar 
VISUAL ARTS soiection ota 
tapez Library. he 
Lopez Museum invites everyone to embark опа 
Journey nts upcoming вот, “Projections.” 
Tnaexibiton, ongoing und July 2 features an- 
tique charts by Alejandro Malaspina. Joan Fran 
Cals ia Perouse and renowned desu Pedro de 
Miro Velarde: navigational maps, mary 
aps of 194, and maps of Mania: 
Works by visual arts, including Вау Abano, 
Fernando Amore dian Alana, Mafe 
Baluyos, Robe Chabot, Lena Cobangbno,F- 
Mx Resurreccion Нацо, Ervin Leano, uan Lu- 
та, ons Olmedo, Alfonso Ossorio, Lordy Ro- 
ignc and Macao Viale wil eic spase 
within and wiou res and imagined. Те Lopez 
Museum s at the G/F Bonpres Bulldng, E- 
Change Road, Pasig. Cal 631-2417 or 449-238. 


GROUP EXHIBIT. The Philippine Association of 
Hong Kong, in cooperation with the Philippine 
Consulate General, presented The Contemporary 
Filipino Artists Exhibition in Hong Kong. Featured 
were the works of Manny Baldemor, Magoo Va- 
lencia, Armie Cada, Cheryle Cranbourne, Nida 
Cranbourne, Joel Ferraris, Alfred Galves, Loreto 
Racuya, Bernadette Kranich, Catherine Peard, 
Ofelia Gelveson-Tequi and Francisco Segismun- 
do, as well as those of the Porcelain Artists 
Group: Abigail C. Hills and Gloria Campbell. Also 
exhibited was fine jewelry by Jewelmer. The show 
was held atthe Philippine Consulate General, 
14/F United Centre, 95 Queensway, Hong Kong, 
SAR (Special Autonomous Region). 


WORKSHOP. The National Museum will conduct. 
a Basic Museology Training at its conference 
тоот, Old Congress Bldo., Manila, May 6-23. The 
extensive 14-day training wil cover various phas- 
өз of museum work. Specialists wil talk on man- 
agement strategies and practices, including mu- 
seum management, collections management, 
care of collections, exhibitions and museum edu- 
Cation, Registration starts April 21. Application 
forms are avalabe at the Museum Education Di- 
vision. Call 527-0278. 


DANCE WORKSHOP: Odon Sabarre first artistin 
residence of Region 8, announces the holding of 
the Summer Dance Workshop 2003 at the Peo- 
ples Center, In Tacloban City and SSPC Gym in 
Catbalogan, Samar. Classes s ongoing until May 
20. Call (053) 321-2590 or 0920-22-2184. 


CIRCUS THEATER WORKSHOP. The Australian 
Embassy sponsored a one-day workshop on the- 
ater and circus skills and a film screening forthe 
youngartists of Roxas City. Australian perform- 
rs Anna Yen and Therese Colle conducted the 
free workshop. Screened was Yen's autobio- 
graphical fim, "Chinese Take-away,” which 
Showed the culturally diverse Australian lfe. 


SUMMER ACTIVITIES. National Museum Direc- 
tor Corazon S. vina invites children 7-12 years 
old to Join this year's summer activities, April 15- 
June 20. Schedule follows: April 15—Mask mak- 
ing; April 30—Jewelry making; May 16—Pottery 
‘making; Мау 23—Paper mache; June 20—Story 
telling/Treasure hunting. Call 527-0278 or 524- 


BACOLOR’S ‘ALTAR OF REPOSE’ 
Bacolor, the town that lahar buried, has been 
brought back to life with the help of 
historians and volunteers. On April 17, Holy 
Thursday, an Altar of the Repose will be 
installed by interior designer Jerome de Jesus 
and ecclesiastical art restorer Tom Joven at 
the San Guillermo de Aquitania Parish 
Church in Bacolor, Pampanga. The 
traditional holy rites will be officiated by Fr. 
Renato За and will be highlighted by the 
traditional Visita iglesia. De Jesus and Joven. 
have recreated an authentic 19th century 
vignette befitting the classical motif of 
centuries-old Bacolor Church. For more 
information about the Lenten Rites at the 
church of Bacolor, cll De Jesus at 933-6275, 
933-6224 or 0917-9226557. 


BEWARE OF FAKES! 
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PHILIPPINE DANY INQUIRER 
LIFESTYLE 
The City of Pines could be ranked among the world’s most unique 

places, the only Philippine city that’s part of the Hill Station tradition 
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The Baguio that we don't know 


From page Et 


Conceived as cool mountain 
retreats, each Hill Station de- 
veloped an architectural style 
ofits own. 
їп Simin, houses were de- 
signed to make the city look likea 
Scottish mountain town. In the 
Cameron Highlands, the archi- 
tecture was Tudor Bandung 
buildings were elegant and cool, 
designed by Dutch and Indone- 
sian architects in the Art Deco 
style. 
Constructed in virgin highland 
places, ай Hill Stations” were 
planned from the ground up. Ini- 
tial development — happened 
rapidly a few years after the in- 
feastructure was set up. Baguio 
was no exception. 
Governor General Wiliam 
Cameron Forbes was instructed 
by William Taft (chair of the sec 
‘ond Philippine Commission) to 
build а Hill Station. Forbes invit- 
ed the eminent American archi- 
tect of the day, Daniel Burnham, 
то plan the cities of Manila and 
Baguio. He came to the Philip- 
pines in 1904. 
"The plan of Baguio was typical 
of Hill Staions. Since most Hill 
‘Stations were also summer capitals of their re- 
spective countries, the main focus was on the 
government center and central park. Baguio 
followed the same classical design relationship, 
with the Baguio City Hall overlooking Burnham 
(yes, named after the architect) Park. 
Commercial and residential districts were 
clustered, each group separated by forested 
open parks, Like ай Hill Stations, Baguio was 
designed to be completely picuresque. Much of 
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BAGUIO Cathedral 


the city’s charm was meant to be discovered ei- 
ther on foot or on horseback, so it became one 
of those rare pedestrian cities 

Forbes initiated the Baguio building pro- 
gram. He built the government center and of- 
fices were set up for the summer operations of 
the national government. Cottages for govem- 
ment offal and employees were built nearby. 

"The govemor general also buile the Mansion 
House, which was his official summer resi- 
dence, and Wright Parkin front oft 

Forbes had publi lands given to different 
government agencies to be developed. The 
Scheme resulted in Teachers Camp, Public 
Works, Animal and Plant Industry, and the 
Baguio General Hospital, among others. 

"The American official set aside hilltops f 
the construction of summer residences of reli- 
gious organizations. This brought to the city the 
Jesuits, Dominicans, and the Belgian ССМ Or 
der that built the Baguio Cathedral. The reli 
gious also established schools like Maryknoll, 
Brent and Easter 

Forbes set up the Baguio Country Club for 
recreation. But the new Baguio County Club 
erased all visual connections to history by con- 
structing а bland concrete structure for a new 
clubhouse. 

Distinctive identity 

The pines, hills and distinctive architecrure, 
as one visual package, created a strong distinc. 
tive identity for Baguio thar set арап бот 
other Philippine cities. Think of the wooden 
green-and-white houses with chimneys and 
Baguio stone im. Where else in the Philippines 
wil you find those? 

Most of the traditional Baguio images have 
vanished, and nobody seems to be missing 
them. With the Philippine track record for con- 
servation, all the other things that make the city 
different wil go before we know it 

‘Conservation is strong in most of Asia's Hil 
Stations, And why not? These cities are among 
the mos unique in Asia, They are picturesque in 
а way that is unique in their respective coun- 
ives, ап Eas West fusion in architecture, and 
have ali become holiday destinations for locals 

Both Simia and its authentic railroad that 
winds through steep mountains to reach the 
town are on the list of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scienifie and Cultural Organization 
World Heritage Sie. 

"The Bandung Heritage Society is a leader in 
the conservation movement in Indonesia. 
Malaysia takes pride in its Cameron Highlands. 

Do we take pride in Baguio? Pride should 
come naturally, what with is history, visual 
iden and geographic uniqueness im the 
Philippines, But pride of place for Baguio seems 
to be going fast. 

Wint are we doing as Filipinos or as Baguio 
residents to maintain the qualities that make 
the city a special place in the Philippines? 

Next week we will take a look at the threats 
to Baguio. 


Email the author at afvillalon@hotmail.com 


